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Not a lot of people know that!
To coin a phrase attributed to Sir Michael Cain (but actually said by
Peter Sellers), which I want to apply to the Order of St John.
Yesterday while waiting for Diane in A&E, I noticed a woman
wearing a polo shirt bearing this symbol.
She is one of the St John FEDs (Friends of Emergency Department)
Volunteers who assist with patient care together with supporting nursing staff in the
Emergency Department.
When most people see this symbol, they think of the Ambulance Service. However, in
the Wellington area that service is provided by the Wellington Free Ambulance, so I
guess for most Wellingtonians St John is more or less invisible.
But I wonder how many realise that, although there are no ambulances here, St John
in Wellington provides a highly trained events team for major sporting fixtures, has a
very effective youth program focused in eight separate divisions around the district,
as well as a Calling Carer phone service, and the Friends of Emergency Department
volunteers.
Further, I wonder how many know that the Ambulance service is the active arm of
the Order of St John in New Zealand.
The Order of St John is a branch of a British Order of Chivalry first constituted in 1888
by royal charter from Queen Victoria, complete with Knights and Dames, Officers, and
members. Those who serve in St John Ambulance are not necessarily members of the
Order. The Order’s concern for the sick, poor, and injured, is reflected in its moto –
For Faith and For the service of Humanity, and dates back to a hospital founded
around 1080 in the church of John the Baptist, Jerusalem, by a Benedictine monk
whose name was Brother Gerard.
The work of caring he began was established to look after the growing number of
Christians making the long and dangerous pilgrimage to the holy city and later,
during the crusades, became the Order of St John of Jerusalem (Knights Hospitaller),
the Knights of the Order providing protection for the pilgrims and for the work of the
hospital.
Amazingly, there continues to be a St John hospital in Jerusalem, dedicated these
days to ophthalmology. Wikipedia notes that it has “satellite eye care clinics in the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It is the main provider of eye care in the Palestinian
territories.”
Now just last week, I attended the annual two-day ‘Personal Development’ seminar
for St John chaplains, and we were treated to a delightful and passionate presentation
from the young staff member responsible for publicity in New Zealand about the work
of the Jerusalem Eye Hospital.
We learnt that congenital eye problems in that part of the world are 10-times more
prevalent than anywhere else in the world; were updated on the extent of the
services provided by the hospital and its clinics; listened to a video clip from the CEO.
We discovered the hospital and clinics together treat well in excess of 170,000
patients each year, providing the necessary care irrespective of ethnicity, religion or
ability to pay. Although the hospital has only a 49-bed capacity it has a very
extensive outoutpatient department providing specialist retinal, corneal and paediatric
services. A significant number of volunteer doctors and specialists from all round the
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world come to help with patient care as well as in the teaching and training of local
doctors and staff.
Altogether a very worthwhile enterprise, with roots imbedded in the
Middle Ages – and not a lot of people know that!
BTW, the white Amalfi Cross has special meaning for St John firstaiders. The four arms of the cross represent the cardinal virtues:
Prudence, Justice, Temperance, Fortitude, while the eight points,
which stem from the four arms, represent the qualities of a good
first aider: Humility, Sympathy, Gentleness, Truth, Compassion,
Unselfishness, Peace, Endurance.

Reg Weeks

Douglas Day leaves a huge gap in our lives
Kia hinga te tōtara i te Waonui a Tāne – the tōtara has fallen in the great forest
of Tāne.
This is how Douglas Day’s former colleague at
Mana College, John Russell, described the impact
of Douglas’s death on his family, friends and
colleagues. This tōtara tree, he said, was rooted
in faith and family, its strong trunk had
withstood the vicissitudes of life, and from its
wide-spreading branches, seeds had fallen and
been scattered around the world.
John used the whakataukī or Maori proverb so
appropriately. Douglas was an eminent human
being who has left an enormous gap in many
people’s lives and among the congregation of St
Ronan’s, but first and foremost in the life of his
wife Louise.

Douglas William Albert Day
18 May 1936 - 6 August
2018

At Douglas’ funeral service at St Ronan’s on
August 15, his daughter Cathie said her parents met when Douglas was
teaching at Putaruru High School and Louise was the primary school dental
nurse. “They were a constant source of inspiration to each other,” Cathie said.
Theirs was a 56-year-long enduring partnership.
Teaching was in the Day genes. Douglas’ father had also been a teacher at
Westport where Douglas loved to go whitebaiting and fishing.
“My father was brought up valuing education. He had a passion for music, for
the Christian faith and the bonds of family,” Cathie said.
While teaching in Putaruru, Douglas won an overseas travel award which saw
him travel to Ceylon and India, living in the homes of Rotarians. This
experience made him even more committed to the importance of a public
education system for all children.
Douglas and Louise’s son Alastair was born in Wanganui when Douglas was
teaching geography at Wanganui Boys College. This was when Douglas
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organised the first overseas trip from a public school in New Zealand, taking
his Form-7 geography class to Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. Operation
Asia, as it became known, became a model for many subsequent overseas
trips for secondary pupils.
Cathie was born in Hamilton when Douglas was teaching at Melville High
School. When the family moved to Waimate in the South Island, Douglas, as
rector of Waimate High School, became the youngest school principal in New
Zealand. A Woolf Fisher scholarship later saw the family spend time in the
United Kingdom and Europe, with Douglas researching new models of
secondary education.
Douglas was principal of Mana College for 13 years. He worked hard to live the
values of the school motto – Akona te mahi pai – learn to work well. His vision
was to establish a multi-ethnic community at the school that met the needs of
a diverse community.
During these years, the family were very much involved with Tawa Union
Church. The Rev Tom Etuata, who led the funeral service, said Douglas was a
faithful church leader who was chair of the parish council for four years.
When Douglas retired from Mana College, he continued his international
educational pursuits in Myanmar, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Uzbekistan, China and
many other countries, and established his own company Human Resources
International Ltd. His love for other cultures continued throughout his life.
Douglas and Louise moved to Lowry Bay in 1998, falling in love with the peace
and beauty of the setting between bush and sea. He transferred his church
loyalties to St Ronan’s and his Rotarian interests to the Pencarrow Rotary Club.
He received a friendship award from the Peoples Republic of China for his
services to education, presented in China. He was also the chair of the New
Zealand Institute of International Affairs for a period. Douglas was a liaison for
Christian World Service at St Ronan’s for many years, and the chair of the
parish council for a short period. He contributed hugely to our biennial
Eastbourne Winter Series and was an active Ronan Reader at Randwick School.
As well as helping the young students with their reading, he simply loved
spending time talking to them.
Douglas and Louise travelled often to visit their children and grandchildren
living in China and Australia. Four of his grandchildren spoke during his funeral
service – Joel, Phoebe, Oliver and Milly. Alastair’s wife Elsa also shared very
movingly, how welcoming and loving her parents-in-law had always been to
her.
Along with representatives from the other two Eastbourne churches, Douglas
played a key part in the composition of the Eastbourne Bimillennium Prayer.
This prayer encapsulates so perfectly the values that underpinned Douglas’ life.
God of all time, help us to be still,
To hear the call of the bush and the sea,
That their beauty will breathe
Your love into our community.
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Help us to share our gifts with those in need,
And for all people to strive for
Justice and harmony, ushering in
A new tomorrow
Where peace will fill our world.

Anne Manchester

Tributes to Douglas
Let us share some of those memories.

The Voice, Animation and Team Work were striking things about Doug. At his
funeral I could just hear his gorgeous base voice singing with us and with a felt
resonance of faith in his heart. His voice of weighed thought was also heard on
many occasions and always put in a commending, summative and kind way.
At Doug’s funeral reception, I had the pleasure of meeting David Kennedy, who
was one of the six 7th Formers who went to Malaysia with Doug as the high
school teacher master-minding the trip. David said that his career as an
English and ESOL teacher in Japan and NZ was all due to Doug’s inspiration.
He really enjoyed how Doug could change his facial gestures from being quite
serious one minute then transforming into sunshine with a twinkle in directed
eyes, all the while listening.
Doug was really good at being a team player and being inclusive as well as he
had the ability to organise and do the hard-yards behind the scenes. We saw
this at St Ronan’s when he would always be part of the group who would
formulate a focus for our excellent Winter Lecture Series and helped chair the
Parish Council for awhile. Helping at monthly Lunchtimes-for-the-EastbourneElderly and with reading assistance at Randwick School were regular caring
activities of both Doug and Louise. On the home front, he also was the
teammate of Louise whom he held in very high regard. Their respectful love
together radiated such that we could feel it so warmly when we were greeted
at the church door on Sundays.
Susan Connell
Douglas’s contributions to the Record about Christian World Service were
regular over many years, about environmental matters, refugees and their
needs, always on time, always insightful. And he did know many of the
affected countries first hand!
Jan Heine

Randwick School Principal Simonne Goodall
We would like to offer our condolences to Louise Day and her family for the
recent loss of Douglas. For the past 5 years Louise and Douglas were part of
the St Ronan Readers group who have been supporting our students with
reading and he will be sadly missed.
From their weekly newsletter
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Molly Nanette Vance: 26 Sept 1927 – 10 August 2018
On Thursday 16 August 2018, family and friends came
to St Ronan’s to celebrate and remember Molly’s life.
The church was full, as Molly’s children and
grandchildren spoke warmly of her. One of her
granddaughters also sang her favourite song, Danny
Boy.
Molly was the youngest of four sisters who enjoyed a
happy though not affluent childhood. The sisters
remained close throughout their lives, the elder two,
and younger two even living next door to one another.
Molly trained as a dental nurse before marrying her
husband Robert (Bob/ Rob) who played cricket for
Wellington and was a long-term chairman of NZ
Cricket. He worked in the family business as a men’s
‘outfitter’.
Molly loved Wellington cricket and had great friends there.
Molly and Robert had four children and nine grandchildren, who described her
as “being there” for Dad, for themselves and also for anyone who needed
loving. Daughter, Mary Vance, said this included unwed mothers-to-be, and a
vanload of German hippies who stayed for three months! Molly loved walking,
and her Lowry Bay community.
At St Ronan’s services, she liked to sit with her old friend (the late) Margaret
Rankine and to greet those such as Peter Burke, with Lowry Bay connections.
Louise and Douglas Day would phone her and provide an occasional ride to
church.
Molly’s family said Molly welcomed new people and friends to her life every
day, and was always ready for fun.
Molly died at Hutt Hospital on August 10, a week after suffering a severe
stroke.
Rest in peace, Molly. Condolences to all of her family from St Ronan’s.
We can truly say of Molly, “She had a good innings!”
Gill Burke

I was always struck by Molly's outward sunshine that she projected to others
when engaged with her. She had a smile for everyone as well interesting and
focused conversation with you. You could look into her eyes and feel her
rapport. I appreciated knowing her, little as it may have been, for she was
much my senior and I was a "nobody" in the congregation.I felt accepted and
graced by her. Molly was also notable for her husky voice and an entwining
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chuckle. That also set off her fine facial profile with high firm cheekbones and
good posture.When in church she liked to sit on the leftish side of the right side
and about 4-5 pews back from the front.People can say with pointing hand,
"Molly would sit there". When it came one year to make a garden bouquet for
Rev Sa's birthday, I can remember Molly's generosity of inviting me to come
and pick as many roses as I wished from her massive array of climbing roses
at the side of her home. Indeed Molly was a sharing and kind person to us and
lived her faith. Our world could do with more Mollies.
Susan Connell

Clerk’s Corner
Mainly Music (MM): Attendances are rising. The MM team must be doing
something right! We are currently seeking Ministry of Education funding for our
MM. A few minor changes were required for this and these have been phased
in. They include some additional educational experiences for the children.
We’ve now just the paperwork to do. See the MM update later this Record.
Toolbox parenting courses: The first of our Toolbox parenting courses (Baby
and Toddler years, 0-4 yr) is now nearly finished – the last of the six sessions
will be next Thursday 6 September. For this course, we’ve had 11 registrants
(min 7 max 12) (one pulled out last minute with babysitting problems) and the
course has been very enthusiastically received. Very many thanks to course
tutor Renée White (you likely won’t know her) and to Michelle, Daranee and
Gill who have supported the course from this end by baking for the participants
– even sharing their special recipes! Also very many thanks to the Eastbourne
Lions who have supported the course costs, allowing the regular fees to be
halved so no one has been excluded because of cost – fees reduced to $37.50
(individual) and $55 (couple) – those are the totals for six, two-hour sessions.
We have now confirmed another Toolbox parenting course for Term 4. This
course will be for parents of primary-age children (5-9 yr). The six sessions of
this course will be on the Thursdays starting 18 October running through to 22
November. Session times will be slightly later in the evening to better suit
participants. Thursdays 7.15-9.30pm. Anyone like to volunteer to help with the
baking? Email me, please…!
If this next course works well – and I can’t see why it shouldn’t – we will look
at running other Toolbox courses for parents of older children early in the first
and second terms next year: •Intermediate (9-12yr) and •Teenage (13-18yr).
New PC: St Ronan’s has recently bought a new PC. This is for use in our
Sunday services but also for the parenting courses and other functions
requiring audio-visual aids. The old church PC was on the blink (the CD, DVD
drive had failed) and it was also unable to perform with some modern file
formats (MP4). Thanks to Reg for managing this purchase and for setting up
the new machine.
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Pastoral: This is being a difficult time for St Ronan’s with Jenny’s death
recorded here last month and those of Molly and Douglas recorded this month.
We grieve for their loss and our hearts go out to the families of these
longstanding and loyal church members. There are also several of our number
struggling with ill health just now. Know that you are in our hearts and
prayers.
Boomerang bags: Genevieve Packer’s & Mary Ryan’s Boomerang bags is
thriving. Seems to me they and their small team of helpers have done
exceedingly well. Not only have they achieved what they set out to do in terms
of bag production (huge numbers produced) but also (along with a timely
media focus on the evils of plastics in the environment) they have changed
many people’s shopping behaviours. That’s truly an amazing achievement –
people’s behaviours don’t usually change that fast…!
Many in Eastbourne are remembering and getting back to the days when they
were young (pre about the mid-50s). That was when we suddenly abandoned
our shopping baskets and string bags for single-use ‘polythene’ bags. Now, 60
years later, you are seeing the return of the good old shopping bag in Rimu
Street – there’s not too many willow baskets around - yet! If you are one of
those who hasn’t yet changed back – Hmmmmm…!
Church cleaners: I’m now liaison person for church cleaning (Sue and Rob
Prowse, early Saturday mornings). This function now includes provision of loo
rolls. Incidentally, they (the loo rolls, that is) live in the ‘fire-hose’ cupboard.
Loos: And talking of loos. We recently had a drain blockage that almost caused
a lot of embarrassment but some very swift action (thanks Simon) averted
what would have been a catastrophe. The problem was tree roots in the sewer.
Taizé service: Last one for the winter season. This Sunday 2 September at
6.30pm.
e: slang@xtra.co.nz

t:562 8752

m:021 222 0383

Sandy Lang

St Ronan’s AGM 23 September 10.45am
after the service
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Boomerang bag update
Numbers? We now have 801 bags in circulation!
Bees? Next working bee is Tuesday 4 September in
St Ronan’s hall, 7-9pm. Working bees are roughly fortnightly
– illness and other commitments willing.
Volunteers? More volunteers would be fab.
Problems? People remembering to bring them back to keep
the crates stocked. There’re are still some people who think
they can keep them… Hmmmmm!
Remembering?
People are starting to remember their
own cloth bags. This is happening much
more in the village, which is awesome to
see!
Enough? There’s a good number of our
bags still in circulation but they seem to
go out as soon as they come in. Lovely
to see them roaming wild in the village
nowadays!
Bought to Support? Yes “Bought to
Support“ bags are available from the deli
or direct from us (see below) at $15
each. All funds go directly back into the
project.

Genevieve gen@genevievepacker.com; Mary 027 664 7661 / 562 7554
www.facebook.com/BoomerangBagsEastbourneNZ
Genevieve Packer & Mary Ryan

Community Fridge update
Notwithstanding the time of year (or
maybe because of it) there’s mostly
fresh produce in there awaiting a new
home. Citrus (lemons, oranges,
grapefruit) has been abundant in
recent weeks.
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Just now the fridge is much in use but switched off at the powerpoint. For
some time there’s been a timeclock that takes it out for the night hours 6pm to
6am to save power. More recently it’s been off 24x7 pending the installation of
soundproofing materials to the inside of the shelter. With cool day/night
temperatures at this time of year this has not been a special problem.
Sandy Lang

Mainly Music update
Life as a parent, and life
working alongside children,
can often be unpredictable.
It reminds me of a quote I
once heard about the
performance of The
Hurricanes (rugby team).
“It’s predictably
unpredictable”. However, I
can pretty accurately predict
a smattering of rain about
10am each Thursday
morning during Mainly Music. We start our Mainly Music session with a “Haere
Mai, welcome” song at 9.30am, and end about half an hour later with a
favourite song of mine called “Tickly rain”. The song sequences in between are
varied but we always use fun props including some parachutes.
The number of children coming also varies each week, our record high being
about 35 children attending in one session. Although our weekly attendance
numbers are hard to predict, I can pretty much guarantee there will be a
fabulous morning tea, and usually lots of laughter.
Feel free to pop in and join us anytime. We’re open from 9.15 – 11.15 am on
Thursdays during school term time.
On behalf of the Mainly Music Team (Reg, Dreenagh and Allison)
Cath Louden-Sim

Men’s Group
The men’s group is now meeting on the first Wednesday of the month from
6pm at the Sports & Services Club, HW Shortt Park. All blokes welcome!
Simon Shaw
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Presbytery Gathering
Central Presbytery representatives held their biannual gathering at St Alban’s
Church in Palmerston North on 4 August. Around 120 people attended,
representing most of the 84 congregations in the lower North Island. The
keynote speaker was Dr Deborah Bower from Queenstown from where she
provides spiritual life coaching as well as serving on various PCANZ national
committees. Deborah also ran a workshop on Developing Emotionally
Perceptive Leaders.
At the AGM a budget with a forecast deficit of
$440,000 for the 2018/19 year was approved. This
continues Presbytery’s focus on investing in mission
initiatives. This work is funded by Presbytery assets of
$8.4m which have accumulated from the sale of
property when parishes have been closed.
In the afternoon I attended a stimulating workshop
presented by Susan Blaikie (on left), Presbytery’s new
Mission Enabler, on Encouraging and Embedding
Missional Culture. Susan is an Anglican priest and has
also held senior project management roles in the
Telecomms sector. She stressed the need for parish
councils to regularly review their mission progress and the importance of
discipleship development.
Simon Shaw

General Assembly 2018
PCANZ’s biennial General Assembly will be held at St Andrew’s College,
Christchurch from 3-7 October. General Assembly sets the policy and the
direction of the church as a whole, as well as approving the various regulations
that help the church to operate as an effective organisation. As St Ronan’s
Commissioner I look forward to attending.
Simon Shaw

St Andrew’s Centennial Chapel
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ST RONAN’S SPRINGTIME BAKE STALL (Rain or Shine)
Saturday 13 October
Rain or shine our St Ronan’s Bake Stall has a wonderful record of selling out in
three hours and with many happy customers! Last year we raised around $770
by teaming up with East Harbour Red Cross. Our Bake Stall this year is coming
up soon on SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER.
This year we will raise funds for a Randwick School project and for Hutt Red
Cross refugees.
Would you please like to make one, preferably two, items of your favourite
recipes? They might be shortbreads, cakes, muffins, preserves, slices, lemon
curd, jam, gluten-free, dairy-free baking.
All need to be fully wrapped in plastic wrap.
Watch out for a name sheet asking for a bit of help on the stall for an hour
maximum at Sunday Morning Tea, nearer the date. It is a very sociable time!
We are looking forward to continue to making a difference to others, all thanks
to our joint concern and efforts.
Susan Connell

And a little from the Garden to Table, at Randwick
Produce like this would go well at the Stall too. The raised
beds are producing silver beet, spring onions, herbs, all go
into a lunch that pupils learn about cooking the crops, like
mini-quiches.
Pupils have been learning
what happens when seeds
germinate, and put down their
first little roots.
Last Tuesday they planted 4
good sized, bare-rooted fruit trees (2 plums, apple,
pear) around their citrus grove. These had been
donated from a nursery up the island. For smallish
people it was solid work to get through the layer of
gravel that lies 10cm below the soil surface, record
of a flood event in the Hutt River. The layer also
had relics of other people’s lives – bits of brick, coal, bottle top, iron nail.
Jan Heine
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Phil’s photo – The day I (thought I) heard God
I once had a short
stopover in Changi
Airport (Singapore).
While awaiting my
onward flight, I
wandered through that
vast terminal complex,
happy enough in my
jetlagged stupor.
Suddenly, I heard a
loud voice from above
"Phil Benge". That’s me,
but who’d know me in
this place – so huge, so
foreign, so far from
home? A second time
the voice rang out "Phil Benge". I heard the voice but saw no one (Acts 9:7). I
wonder if it’s God? A third time, the voice boomed out "Phil Benge". Again,
taking my cue from the bible (1 Samuel 3:10b), I cast my eyes heavenwards
and (slightly embarrassed) muttered “Speak Lord, thy servant heareth”.
And there, leaning over the rail of an upper-level café, was the, oh so familiar,
wise and beaming face of Douglas Day. So, not God this time, but it sure was
neat to see Doug. He had been to Sri Lanka with some NZ education people
and he and his group were in transit to China. So a very happy coffee was
shared with Doug and his people
(including one from Randwick). Doug’s
great big beautiful smile was his
trademark. At Christmas time he was
always aptly cast as a wise man in the
pageant, adoringly accompanied by his
shepherdess.
The other St Ronan's person who
always greeted me with a bright and
welcoming smile was Jenny Orange.
Even on the Promenade in the wet and
the wind, there was always that
wonderful smile and a warm greeting.
Sadly, Doug and Jenny, you are no
longer with us but the memory of your
warmth and your beautiful smiles will
remain with me forever.
Thank you both for being you.
Phil Benge
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Rood Screen – Taizé and Dr Zhivago
I attended the Taizé service last month. I had
been invited several times but it just happened
that my Sunday visitors left a little earlier than
expected and this created an unexpected
window of time – so I went.
Before I tell you about the service, let me tell
you something about Dr Zhivago – I’m relying
on memory here! Very early in the book, when
the family is about to flee Moscow, the matriarch
announces they must leave as soon as possible – and therefore everyone must
come and sit down. This intrigued me because it sounded so
counterproductive. Why stop when you actually need to go? But I later
discovered this was an old Russian tradition – to sit down before leaving on a
journey.
I’ve tried it many times since and it works a treat. When you stop running for a
moment, all those peripheral thoughts come flooding in. Did I pack my
passport? Is the gas turned off? Do the neighbours have a key? Far better to
deal with such issues BEFORE you start your journey; then you can
concentrate on the task in hand.
Back to Taizé. When I sat down that Sunday evening in the candle-lit church
with the beautiful background music, it was the first time I had stopped
running all day. No prizes for guessing what happened inside my head. It was
like Paddington Station in rush hour!
I’m reminded of that beautiful hymn:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in His wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.
I’d highly recommend attending Taizé. The church looks so beautiful in the soft
light and it is a wonderful time to pray, reflect and meditate. But I will certainly
take the time to ‘sit’ before I attend my next one.
John Harris

Children’s Power Hour
??? QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS !!! +++++ ?????? !!!!!!
A recent article “Questions” from Scripture Union’s Way2Go
August 2018 issue, our supplier of Christian Education resource
materials, is so good and valuable to how we relate with
children in growing of our children’s and grandchildren’s faith.
Annette Osborne, SUNZ Children’s Ministry Consultant, said, “Questions are
important. They open up conversation, they allow for differing opinions, they
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grow faith! Yes they grow faith. Children and adults alike have questions we
wrestle with. If we are allowed to wrestle with them in a healthy way, with
good support, then our faith is strengthened. If we are shut down, or told not
to ask our questions, the questions remain but we simply tuck them away until
later time.”
“In 2011, the journalist Alex Renton wrote an article about how his six-year old
daughter wanted to ask God ’who invented you?’ Renton himself did not feel
able to help with the questions, or indeed, how to go about asking God, so he
sent the enquiry to various churches, including the Church of England at
Lambeth Palace in London. A little while later, Lulu received a letter from Dr
Rowan Williams, who was then Archbishop of Canterbury. It read:
Dear Lulu,
Your dad has sent your letter and asked if I have any answers. It‘s a difficult
one! But I think God might reply a bit like this:
Dear Lulu – Nobody invented me – but lots of people discovered me and were
quite surprised. They discovered me when they look around at the world and
thought it was really beautiful or really mysterious and wondered where it
came from. They discovered me when they were really quiet on their own and
felt sort of peace and love they hadn’t expected. Then they invented ideas
about me – some of them sensible and some them not so sensible. From time
to time I sent them some hints – especially in the life of Jesus – to help them
get closer to what I’m really like. But there was nothing and nobody around
before me to invent me. Rather like somebody who writes a
story in a book, when I started making up the story of the
world and eventually invented human beings like you who could
ask me awkward questions!’
And then he’d send you lots of love and sign off!
I know he doesn’t usually write letters, so I have to do the best
I can on his behalf.
Lots of love from me too, Archbishop Rowan”
What a wonderful gift is this letter as it reveals a helpful approach to asking
and answering questions with children. Here are just a few points that we can
take and use:
# 1 Take the children’s questions seriously Notice that neither the father nor
Rowan Williams dismiss her.
# 2 You don’t have to have all the answers Phone a friend.
# 3 Tap into a child’s imagination and sense of mystery There is something playful
about this letter, while still being respectful to the depth of the question.
# 4 Talk about a god who is near and who wants to be known by us. Even if God is
mysterious Rowan Williams portrays God as deeply interested in what Lulu has
to ask and caring about her.
With Blessings Susan Connell
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Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the Church letterbox or email to helen.withy@xtra.co.nz or
janheine@xtra.co.nz

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily represent those of St Ronan’s Church.

And the closing date for the October 2018 Record is

Sunday 30 September 2018
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