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A place where everyone knows your name…
These words are from the signature song of ‘Cheers’ - a
popular TV sitcom set in a Boston bar, which ran from
1982 to 1993. It so happened I was in Boston in 1992 and
took the opportunity to visit ‘Cheers’. The facade and the
well-known sign were there, but of course the familiar
interior was away in some TV studio. Yet it was a friendly
place living up to its screen reputation.
But it’s the words
of the brief
introduction which come to mind when
I think about St Ronan’s, particularly
the practice of greeting everybody in
the ‘Sharing of the Peace.’ Here’s how
it goes:

Making your way in the world today
Takes everything you got
Taking a break from all your worries
It sure would help a lot
Wouldn't you like to get away?

Sometimes you want to go
Where everybody knows your name
And they're always glad you came
You want to be where you can see
The troubles are all the same

Well, over 25 years have passed and life is no easier, but anyone coming to St
Ronan’s more than once or twice, will find it to be a place where everyone
knows your name and they are very glad you came.
Reg Weeks

Clerk’s corner
Health & Safety (A) – Kiddie gate: We have small
children with us many Sunday mornings. The other day, one
went AWOL. Our childproof gate was standing wide open – a
lost child – a panic – but the child turned up – a relief…
We would prefer this gate is left wide OPEN most of the
time, as we are not trying to stop passers-by coming in but
to stop little ones getting out.
In future, on Sunday mornings, let’s keep that gate safely
CLOSED (as it is e.g. when Mainly Music and Pop in and Play
are in session). But last one out (usually me) to leave it OPEN again.
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Health & Safety (B) – Emergency supplies: The
Ministry of Education requires we have emergency
supplies (food, water, nappies etc.) on the premises
for parents and children of Mainly Music and Pop in
and Play should there be a major civil emergency –
tsunami, BIG earthquake etc…
These supplies are kept in the locked ‘guild’ cupboard
just outside the Fellowship Room. The cupboard key
is on a humongus yellow fob (see photo) and now
lives is in the nearby fire-hose cupboard – along with the spare loo rolls.
These one-in-a-hundred-year events don’t occur very often, so the chances are
nobody will be on site when one does. On the other hand, some other group
may be there. It makes sense these supplies are available in such an event –
not mysteriously locked away. So (1) now you know these supplies exist. And
(2) now you know where they are. And (3) now you know how to get at them
in a hurry. But DON’T use them up – except if there’s a major civil emergency!
Health & Safety (C) – First aid kit: A
couple of weeks ago our first aid kit was
needed for a minor (but bloody) accident
with one of the children. But where was
it…?
Our first aid kit lives on the microwave in
the Fellowship Room (where it’s always
lived). Simon’s put up new signage so now
everyone knows this…
Church Office: I’ve
carried out the office
duties the last two
fortnightly periods to
get my hand in.
From now on Susan Little will do this fortnightly office
job. You’ll recall Susan recently took over Michelle’s
bookkeeping role.
Alpha: Our Alpha discussion course runs through to 19 September.
BYO lunch to the Fellowship Room at 12.15pm. Enquiries/RSVP
office@stronans.org.nz
AGM: St Ronan’s AGM will be on Sunday 29 September 2019. I want to have
the printed Annual Report document out at least a week ahead of the AGM. The
sooner you can have your activity report to me the easier will be my life. If you
did a report last year, I likely want one from you again.
e: slang@xtra.co.nz
t:562 8752 m:021 222 0383
Sandy Lang
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Goodnight Irene
Cumbrian-born Irene Young joined St Ronan’s when she
and her mother moved to Eastbourne around 1967.
They bought a house at 111 Muritai Rd. They had both
immigrated to New Zealand from their home in Belfast
in 1965 to join Irene’s much-loved brother Billy and
family, who had settled in New Zealand a few years
previously. Irene’s father died when she was only six
years old.
Before leaving Northern Ireland, Irene had already
decided never to leave her mother, and to reject any
offers of marriage. It was a decision she never
regretted, she recorded in a family history written
some years before her death.
Her niece Lynette recalled some of these memories
during Irene’s funeral service on August 8. It was clear
Irene, who was in her 90th year when she died, was a
much-loved Aunt, with Lynette speaking on behalf of
the four nieces – herself, Susan, Julie, Kathryn - and
nephew James. A recorded message was also played
during the service from nephew Ricky, in Australia,
who thought of Irene as his special friend with whom
he had a special relationship.
When Irene left school, she worked for the Ulster Linen Company and then as a
milliner with Wm Shaw Wholesale Millinery. Thanks to a good word from her
employer, she got a job in New Zealand working as a commercial traveller for
Wholesale Millinery Suppliers Ltd.
Shortly after her arrival in New Zealand on the Northern Star, Irene spent a
week in Auckland learning the ropes. “Then I returned to Wellington where I
set up an office in Manners Street,” Irene recalled. “I was given a brand new
Mini. When I was asked what colour I wanted, I said white, as it wouldn’t clash
with what I was wearing. I had a lot of customers to visit, among them
Kirkcaldie and Stains, D.I.C. and Careys.”
When Wholesale Millinery closed down, Irene went to work for the Accident
Compensation Corporation as a receptionist for 10 years, until she took early
retirement in 1990. Her mother had died 12 years previously.
Irene eventually bought an apartment at 415 Muritai Rd. She had several trips
to Australia and one to the UK and Ireland, took painting classes and produced
some exquisite paintings, mostly florals, but also of her cat. She hand-painted
birthday cards for her nieces, nephews and their children for many years. She
was secretary/treasurer of the body corp at 415, was a volunteer on a
community helpline, did volunteer driving for Okiwi Trust, took up Scottish
country dancing, continued to be an active member of her church and, more
recently, joined the Woburn Club.
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Lunches and outings with her nieces and nephews over many years were
highlights of her life. “Auntie Irene has been a huge part of our lives, attending
various christenings, birthdays and Christmases with us over the years,” said
Lynette. “She will be greatly missed by us all, but we each have wonderful
personal memories to remember her by.
“She’s now gone to be with God, and with the three people she loved best in
the world, her daddy, mommy and her older brother Billy. Rest in Peace Auntie
Irene. You will remain in our hearts forever.”
Parish clerk and close friend Sandy Lang also gave a eulogy. He spoke of his
long friendship with Irene and the privilege of walking alongside her on the
dark and difficult path of her last few months. He watched her world reduce
from Eastbourne, to home, to her bedroom, to her bed, to a noisy Hutt
Hospital bed and, finally, to a not-always-quiet Woburn bed. Sandy spoke of
Irene’s responsibilities at St Ronan’s, including being an elder, her pastoral
gifts, involvement in church administration, catering, women’s fellowship, an
Alpha course and, most recently, a Sunday Bible study.
“Irene loved her home and
wanted to end her days there
in peace,” Sandy said. “She
managed this till very nearly
the end. She loved to look out
of her window and watch the
world go by, road workers,
passers-by, builders, me.
“In the years I have known
Irene, I’ve found her to be a
woman of humour. Her delight
in banter continued right
through to the end in Woburn.
I found her to be a woman of
strong courage and of sincere
faith. That faith was her
secret source of strength over
the last eight difficult months.

Irene makes a last call in at her home on
her way to St Ronan’s.

“Irene chose a life of privacy
and solitude. But I don’t think she was ever lonely till those last days in
Woburn. The truth is, she was never quite alone. She sensed the presence of
God with her at all times.”
As Irene was carried from the church in her rather elegant, cream, woolcovered casket, the congregation sang along to the well-known American folk
song ‘Goodnight Irene’. She left the church in great style, in a purple 1957
Dodge Suburban V8 station wagon, owned and driven by Susan’s partner
Cameron. It was one of Irene’s last wishes.
Anne Manchester
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Food for the inner person
So many of us enjoyed Gill’s Apricot, Date & Ginger Loaf at morning tea
recently, and it’s very adaptable.
If you soak the fruit overnight, it doesn’t
take long to combine the dry ingredients
with them the next morning and produce
baking that is still oven -warm!
You can use it to make a simple date,
apricot or prune loaf or any combination
of the above, or try it with other large
dried fruit pieces. You could also make it
gluten-free by substituting gluten-free,
self-raising and wholemeal flour for the
ordinary flours below. (Orgran is my
preferred gluten-free flour brand for light
payable baking, stocked by Countdown
among others).
APRICOT, DATE & GINGER FRUIT LOAF (makes two loaves)
1¼ cups dried apricots chopped
½ cup dates chopped
¼ cup crystallised ginger chopped
In a large bowl combine the 2 cups of fruit (above) with 2 cups of boiling water
and 2 teaspoons of baking soda, stirred through.
Cover and leave for a few hours or overnight for fruit to absorb the water and
become plump.
Next: Stir in 4 Tablespoons of vegetable oil (e.g. rice bran oil) then the dry
ingredients: 1 cup of raw sugar
1½ cups of white, self-raising flour with ½ cup wholemeal flour
Mix and pour into 2 loaf tins lined with baking paper. Smooth the top of the
mixture.
Cook at 180°C for 45-60 min until a skewer comes out with no raw mixture on
it.
Notes: Cover top of loaves with baking paper if top becomes brown while inner
loaf hasn’t yet cooked.
This is a moist loaf so some fruit pulp may adhere to the skewer even when
cooked. Allow loaf to cool for easier slicing. Enjoy!
Gill Burke
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Questionnaire…
In relation to a Christian theology of climate emergency…
How much poison are you willing
to eat for the success of the free
market and global trade? Please
name your preferred poisons.
For the sake of goodness, how much
evil are you willing to do?
Fill in the following blanks
with the names of your favorite
evils and acts of hatred.
What sacrifices are you prepared
to make for culture and civilization?
Please list the monuments, shrines,
and works of art you would
most willingly destroy.

In the name of patriotism and
the flag, how much of our beloved
land are you willing to desecrate?
List in the following spaces
the mountains, rivers, towns, farms
you could most readily do without.
State briefly the ideas, ideals, or
hopes,
the energy sources, the kinds of
security,
for which you would kill a child.
Name, please, the children whom
you would be willing to kill.
Wendel Berry
Submitted by Dianne Gilliam-Weeks

Rood Screen – 52 Blue…
If you have ever watched that delightful movie ‘Finding Nemo’, you will recall
Dory’s attempt at ‘whale talk’.
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Whales do actually make a wide variety of sounds such as ‘grunts’, ‘groans’,
‘thwops’, ‘snorts’ and ‘barks’ - but they are best known for their ‘singing’.
This is a noise that they make at between 10 and 20 hertz and it can travel a
staggering 3,000 km…! It also allows the whales to communicate from as far
away as 16 km.
But not all whales…
In 1989, during the Cold War, the American SOSUS (anti-submarine
hydrophone arrays) picked up a whale singing at 52 hertz. This is slightly lower
than the lowest note on a double bass and is way outside the range of any
other recorded whale call. And that almost certainly meant that other whales
could not hear it either.
Nobody has seen this whale, but it’s unique call has been recorded every year
since then and it has been named 52 Blue. “52” because of the frequency and
“Blue” because, although unique, his/her migrations resemble that of the blue
whale closer than that of any other species.
52 Blue has also been nicknamed “The loneliest whale in the world” because no
other whale has ever answered his/her love calls on the 52 hertz frequency. In
2002/03, 52 Blue swam over eleven thousand lonely kilometres singing its
love-song - to nobody…
Do you ever get that feeling that no-one is listening? That no-one
understands? That you are a voice crying in the wilderness?
Well, you are NOT alone. I am reminded of that lovely hymn by Joseph Scriven
(1855):
What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!
Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
.

Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge—
Take it to the Lord in prayer;
Do thy friends despise, forsake
thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield
thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there
John Harris
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Bake stall…
Don’t forget ST RONAN’S and RED CROSS BAKE STALL
30 NOVEMBER 2019
This year we shall be joining forces again with East
Harbour’s Red Cross, and fund raising for Lower Hutt
Refugees and for Randwick School’s new sensory
area and junior playground.
These are exciting ways to give a hand up to others.
“You have been warned.” says Susan…!
You have been wonderful in your contributions in the
past and we look forward to your helping out again
this year. Here’s an idea: just double the recipe so you can get between 2 to 4
packages from the bake.
You can also theme your contribution to be Advent or Christmas. As our
numbers are thinning, we really, really need as many of you to help out. Also,
we can pick things up from your home if this would make things less of a
hassle for you.

Living wage…
Auckland, Wellington, Hutt, Porirua, Christchurch, Bluff
Act for Living Wage councils
Around Aotearoa we are gearing up for our election forums
where candidates will be asked to support Living Wage
Councils. In Wellington, where we have the first Living Wage
accredited council, our communities will call for a Living Wage City. Join us for
the unique and exciting experience of a Living Wage forum in your area.
September 12, 5.30pm, Hutt election forum, Avalon Intermediate
September 19, 5.30pm, Wellington election forum, St Peters on Willis
September 25, 5.30pm, Porirua, PIPC Church, Cannons Creek
Think how you/we can help on the 12th with food, the programme, setting up
and packing up or anything else. And please invite people…
Lyndy MacIntyre
Living Wage Movement Aotearoa NZ
0273 999 158, www.livingwage.org.nz
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Samaritan’s Christmas Shoebox Appeal
Colin Dalziel will be on the go with the annual Samaritan Shoebox Appeal next
month.
You may already have received an envelope through the post giving details of
how to pack your shoebox, with something to wear, to love, for school, to play
with, for a personal clean up, and always a little something special. Will it be
for a boy or a girl, and for your favourite age group?

Christmas Appeal
On 1 December previous CWS board
member Jenny Dawson will lead the ‘all
age’ and ‘sermon’ slots at our Sunday
service. December is also the month we will gather in your
CWS Appeal Envelopes and when the Christmas Day
collection goes to CWS in its entirety.
Sandy Lang

Children’s Power Hour & Wiggly Church
Reading for reading’s sake…
“So mum, can I read the Bible in the morning when I wake up –
like a book?”
“Of course…!” “It’s just like that. I’ve found it’s actually a really
great book, just to read and enjoy.”
Hilary Hague, National Director of Scripture Union NZ, in her editorial for the
children’s ministry quarterly magazine SUNZ Adventure, has shared some wise
thoughts for our families as parents and grandparents. She uses this quote.
Annette Osborne goes on to say, “This story speaks to the heart of what we –
and you – are doing through Scripture Union NZ (SUNZ): authentic and
transformational Bible engagement. Learning to engage with the Bible well is
fundamental for lifelong discipleship. The quote arose from a daily practice we
have developed on our SUPAKidz children’s camps. A few years back we
discussed how to help children to see the Bible, not simply as an instruction
manual for living, or as a text book to study, but as a living and exciting story.
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How could we help
them to enter into the
story and be caught up
in it like they might
any other story?
We introduced a daily
practice into our
programme, one that
we have found
enormously beneficial
for the campers and
for us as leaders too!
Terry Clutterham calls
it the “Snuggle-up
Value”. We want our children to read the Bible for reading’s sake, in the same
way they might enjoy a good story at bedtime with their family. Here’s what
we do:
1. Make sure everyone is comfortable. Comfort is important for enjoying a
good story. You might like to provide cushions, or sit under a tree, or invite
the children to lie down and close their eyes.
2. Choose a book of the Bible to read from. The gospels are a good place to
start.
3. Set aside at least ten minutes.
4. Tell the children we are going to read from the Bible and listen to it as a
story. We will read it without asking questions about it.
Just listen. If you have any questions that pop into your mind as you are
listening, hold onto them and ask them later.
5. Start reading from chapter one, verse one. At the end of your time, stop
reading and put in a bookmark, and close the Bible.
6. You may like to finish your time with a short prayer, thanking God for
speaking to us through these words in the Bible.
Resist the temptation to question or study the passage. Simply let the story
be. Trust that God speaks directly through the words of scripture, without
explanation. We have seen this happen time and time again on our camps.
This is a great activity for families as a daily practice, or for one day of the
week.”
(Annette Osborne, Way2Go, Issue 67 in SUNZ Adventure May 2019, p3, 2019)
In September Power Hour and Wiggly Church are on a break. Term 4 starts on
27 October.
Blessings Susan Connell, Elspeth Cotsilinis, Matt McCorkindale
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St Ronan’s Presbyterian Church,
234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 5013
Local Ministry Team
Rev Reg Weeks
027 491 5947
Sandy Lang
562 8753
Simon Shaw
562 8772
Colin Dalziel
562 7238
Michelle Bolger
562 8810
Parish Clerk
Hall Bookings
Church info line

third.age@xtra.co.nz
slang@xtra.co.nz
simonjshaw@xtra.co.nz
colinjdalziel@gmail.com
ferryroaddb@gmail.com

Sandy Lang
Sandy Lang
562 7583

Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the Church letterbox or email to helen.withy@xtra.co.nz or
janheine@xtra.co.nz

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily represent those of St Ronan’s Church.

And the closing date for our next Record is

Sunday 29th September 2019
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