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Power Hour & Wiggly Church – Sundays 9.30am;
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St Ronan’s Pastoral Care
For pastoral care needs, please contact our Pastoral Care Co-ordinators,
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The Star Gazers
As all Christmas decorations and nativity scenes are now
packed away for another year, at church recently I asked
the congregation to discuss the important Christian values
in this image from a Christmas card:
The discussion was lively and good points made,
particularly noting the star, but we also noted that little in
the card was actually recorded in the biblical accounts of
the nativity. Wise men are noted, Magi not kings, and the
number seems to have been taken from those three gifts
they brought. So the traditions accumulate often with important significance.
The first person
attributed with
displaying a nativity
scene was St Francis
and, to hold the whole
story together, brought
the wise men to the
manger on 25th
December
When it comes to
dating the birth of
Jesus it’s been known
for some time that
Dionysius Exiguus
(Dennis the little), the
6th Century monk who
gave us the date around which our calendar is based, made a mistake in his
calculations. And so, the actual date remains an estimate.
One of our own ‘wise men’, Dr Jeff Tallon, back in 2002, put his not
inconsiderable talents to work researching the Jewish history and astronomy of
the biblical accounts of Jesus birth to see what could be done to unravel the
mystery and the connection with the wise men.
In summary this is what he found:
John was baptising people at the Jordan river in the autumn of 29 AD –
and Jesus was recorded as being baptised when “about 30 years of age”.
Working back, that places Jesus’ birth in 3 or 2 BC. This is confirmed by
registration of Oath of Allegiance to Augustus in 3 BC recorded by Luke. Now
this is where the star gazers come in, for those Wise men were astrologers
who mapped the stars and knew their movements.
Jeff was able to use newly available computer imaging to replicate the night
skies of the time. He found that on 11/09/3 BC the King planet Jupiter was in
conjunction with the King star Regulus, within the constellation of Leo. To the
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astrologers, that was the constellation of Judah, so they went looking for this
new king of Judah. It apparently took them 3 months to get there because on
25 December 2 BC, Jupiter reaches the full extent of its retrograde motion and
its zenith, i.e. “it comes to rest” due South from Jerusalem and when the Wise
men, having been told at Herod’s palace that the Messiah was to be born in
Bethlehem, asked where Bethlehem was they found it to be due South of
Jerusalem. No wonder they were delighted, for there “ahead of them, the star
that they had seen at its rising had stopped over the place where the child
was.” (NRSV adapted)
However, what they found was not a baby in a manger but a toddler in a
house.
Jeff also discovered “in that year the Jewish feast of Hannukah, fell also on 25 th
December. The date of Christmas, then, has nothing to do with a pagan feast
but seems to refer to the day that the Magi visited Jesus.” So, linking
Christmas gift-giving with some pagan religious festival is not the only
alternative. Knowing these things is unlikely to change received traditions but
may give us much more confidence in what the bible says about this one who
came as sign to all nations and not least to us who dwell at the very ends of
the earth.
Yet stranger still is the fact that a stellar symbol, well known to all Kiwis, once
was visible in the Northern hemisphere, and on the same day the wise men
arrived in Jerusalem stood vertically over Bethlehem.
To the wise men the Southern Cross
meant nothing, and only after the
passage of two full millennia would
Christians, having travelled to the
ends of the earth, seen the cross in
the southern skies, and having
developed the computer technology to
recreate the night sky, realise that
from the dawn of creation, the
Southern Cross was destined to stand
upright over the temporary dwelling of
the Christ child.
Who would have thought that his
birth, death and resurrection could
have been linked in such a powerful way, in a sign the cosmic significance of
which is only visible to the eyes of faith in the twenty-first century?
“I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the
end of the earth.” Is 49.6
Reg Weeks
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Clerk’s Corner
Buildings: St Ronan’s is at a stage where it must seriously
consider how best to manage its suite of buildings – and
make some decisions. Building maintenance costs are high
and rising, but our income is neither of these.
Parish Council has already met this year to consider how
best to respond to the situation. We’ve nothing specific to
report but you should expect to hear from us sometime
over the next few weeks. Understand, the situation is
important but it’s non-urgent, i.e. there’s no terrible new
crisis we’ve not told you about.
Building usage: Usage of our buildings by ourselves, by St Alban’s and by the
wider Eastbourne community is high. But, it’s a pity (inevitable) that everyone
wants these spaces on the same few days of the week (not much usage over
the three days from Friday lunchtime through to Monday lunchtime) and at the
same times of day, mostly after school and early evenings (not much before
4pm or after 8pm). Hence, the total hours of usage each week are not
particularly high, even though there’s significant competition for the peak
times. That’s just how it is, but it does mean hireage income falls well short of
matching building costs.
Toolbox: This year we will again be running the
series of Toolbox parenting courses with financial
support (thank you…) from Eastbourne Lions and
from the Wellington Trust. For internal reasons,
there will not be a course during Term 1 (as we’d
hoped) but we expect to run courses in Terms 2, 3
and 4.
Pre-schoolers: Our play equipment continues to be enjoyed by numerous
small children and is holding up well to the level of usage.
Mainly Music has entered 2019 with a bang and a rush and is thriving.
Becoming a Ministry of Education playgroup has meant a bit of extra admin for
us but nothing too serious. But it does mean we get some support funding, and
this enables us to run a better show than ever before…!
Meanwhile, (St Alban’s) Pop-in-and-Play has restarted in St Ronan’s under
restructured leadership and promises to do well into 2019.
Meanwhile too, Toy Library has restarted for the year and seems to be thriving.
I’m pleased to report the leaderships of all three organisations are working
closely together nowadays to maximise the quality of what our little ones and
their parents will gain.
e: slang@xtra.co.nz

t:562 8752

m:021 222 0383

Sandy Lang
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Community Fridge update
Sound-proofing has been applied to
the inside of the shelter to reduce the
fridge noise and it’s much quieter now.
It’s also fitted with a time clock so it
runs day times only – no special need
for night-time running.
I’m happy to report there’s a huge amount of stuff being dropped off in, and
picked up from, the fridge these days – just what is supposed to happen!
Garden produce is rampant this time of year which means the fridge gets
grubby quicker (stray leaves, bits of soil, empty bags and boxes). If you see it
looking in need of a tidy as you go past, by all means give it a bit of love as
you help yourself to something.
Sandy Lang

Mainly Music
We’ve recently been awarded a generous, one-off
$5,000 start-up grant from the Ministry of Education.
This money is to buy items to enhance the quality of
our children’s enjoyment and educational experience
at MM. It’s off to the shops now for our worthy MM
leaders – Cath, Reg, Allison and Dreenagh. They’ve
already written out their shopping list…

Lower Hutt Foodbank
Remember the Foodbank for gifts like food, toiletries,
baby items and staple needs to fill the pantries of those
who come needing help. Your generosity of giving is
very much appreciated. The people who come to us for
support are usually desperate for many reasons and
come as a last resort. We are glad to be able to help them at a crisis point.

Boomerang bags update
Genevieve and Mary received Community Board Awards at the February
Community Board meeting for their Boomerang Bags initiative.
Mike Parker of St Albans, Lions, Menzhed, Lions Bin, you name it Mike is there,
also received a Community Board Award. Congratulations to you all
Remember www.facebook.com/BoomerangBagsEastbourneNZ
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Elizabeth Herriot – in fond memory
Elizabeth was a valued member of St Ronan’s
and of the wider Eastbourne community.
She had more recently been resident at
Village at the Park in Wellington where after a
long illness she died peacefully, aged 91
years.
After a private family cremation, a service
was held at Lychgate Funeral Home,
Wellington, on Thursday 24 January to
celebrate her life.
Elizabeth’s son Max and his daughter (as
spokesperson for her siblings) spoke fondly of
her, while another granddaughter read from
“The Prophet” by Khalil Gibran. A family
friend from Lowry Bay days also recounted
favourite memories of Elizabeth.
Born in Gosford, in England’s Lake District, Elizabeth was the middle child of
three sisters (later to become four sisters when her father remarried after
Elizabeth’s mother died at a young age). The sisters and their families
remained close, despite the distance separating the UK- and NZ-based family
members.
During World War 2, Elizabeth was evacuated to stay in a Northumbrian castle
– better known recently for its part in a Harry Potter movie, where he learned
to fly a broomstick!
Two years after Elizabeth moved to London to study nursing, she starred in a
movie called Waverley Steps set in Edinburgh. There she met Charles Herriot
whom she later married.
They emigrated to NZ in 1952, living first in Masterton, then later in Lowry Bay
where they built their family home. Four children were born to them, and the
whole family made lasting friendships with many other Lowry Bay families.
Riversdale Beach holidays were special. When Charles died in 1994, his ashes
were scattered on the South Reef.
After this Elizabeth moved to live by the sea in Eastbourne, which she loved.
She also loved to dance, to read books, to walk her dog Pippy and she had
enjoyed playing sports quite competitively – including tennis, golf, table tennis,
pétanque and bridge.
She had a holistic, wholesome, liberal outlook on life and meditated twice a
day. She helped to instigate the Christian Meditation Group in Eastbourne.
Her family remember her baking her own bread even in the 1960s and making
her own muesli. Quiche was one of her hallmark recipes, so much so that the
family joked it became synonymous with the call that lunch was ready.
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Elizabeth had a curiosity about people, she was a CAB volunteer, and was
welcoming to new members of the family and of the church. She is survived by
her four children and seven grandchildren.
Thank you, Elizabeth, for your life, and St Ronan’s church offers its
condolences to your family and friends.
Gill Burke

Parish News
Thoughts from Whirinaki Forest:
The view above dwarfed me below in my
sleepy bag, towering matai and rimu,
putting me in my place. Whio whistled on
the Whirinaki River close by, a
ruru/morepork called in the early dawn, and
did I hear a kiwi call?
Great place this New Zealand, this creation
of living things in a wondrously busy part of
our Earth, with shifting plates and ash
showers of eruptions past. Jan Heine
And from Norman Wilkins:
May God give you gentle warmth of spirit, so that you love gently, bring joy,
peace, and kindness, to a threatened world.
May God give you integrity so that you act with goodness and faith to those
who need hope and trust
In ordinary life may God give you the courage, flair and creativity to transform
life to make it extraordinary.
When the world acts unjustly and hurts the innocent, may God give you the
discernment when to act with self-control and when to have the fire to speak
and act in anger.
Give your lives to your God, so that God may give all her gifts to you to serve
our world
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Bush

Fire

Presbyterian Women Aotearoa NZ
International Women’s Day 8th March

International Women’s Day on 8 March 2019
celebrates the social, cultural, economic and political
achievements of women across the globe. But far
from singling out women, the day focuses on unity,
equality and advocacy – especially in a world where
the differences and injustices between women and
men are as great as ever.
The Executive team of PWANZ promote the activities of Presbyterian women,
and focus on building capacity for women and girls in the Church. Particular
emphasis is placed upon the roles of women to promote their voice and
leadership within the Church and the wider community.
But PWANZ needs your support, and asks that a retiring collection be taken on
Sunday 10 March 2019 as contributions will enable our administration and
activities to continue over the next twelve months.
The first International Women's Day was celebrated in 1911 and belongs to all
communities everywhere, enabling us to play a purposeful part in pressing for
gender parity
We need funds to expand the work we do – we send delegations to the UN, we
held inspiring gatherings around the country with more events planned this
year – we all have lots of ideas and even though we are frugal it all costs. We
get no funds from PCANZ and we are asking parishes to support us. Please
help – talk to your congregation and ask them to support the special collection.
Be enthusiastic.
International Women's Day Breakfast at Parliament, 8th March
Keynote speakers are Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern PM; Hon Julie-Ann Genter,
Minister for Women; Steph Dyhrberg, employment rights lawyer, Wellingtonian
of the Year

CWS News
CWS stands with Tribal and Dalit
girls and young women on
Valentine’s Day. With One Billion
Rising we stand firm against violence and demand
space for women's voices. Well done EKTA - one of
our partners working for gender justice in South
India.
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Phil’s photo – A beach wedding – joy, hope, fun & happiness
At the end of December there was a wedding in Robinson Bay. Now,
weddings are not particularly rare – but beach weddings are!
The curiosity started the day before, when the bride organised an
archway, under which the ceremony would take place. Local sticky beaks
soon gathered along the sea-wall and were swept up in the excitement.
Next day, the weather was splendid. A bright sun, a gentle breeze, a blue
sky, fluffy cotton-wool clouds. White chairs were set up on the beach. It
was clear this wedding was going to be special.
But how was the bride to arrive?
A power boat appeared at
speed from across the
harbour. As it neared the
beach it did three
impressive circles (donuts)
leaving a foaming white
wake.
A cheer went up from the
assembled guests (and
from the locals sitting on
the sea-wall).
But how was the bride to get from boat to land?
A big strong guy
waded out and
carried the
bridesmaid safely to
shore, then went
back for the bride.
The wedding was
conducted in both
Te Reo and English
– bride and groom
were both Maori.
How uniquely New
Zealand!
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Weddings bring joy, hope, fun and happiness to so many – not just to the
bride and groom as they start their life’s journey together. A very special
day for all.
Phil Benge

Living Wage News
The announcement of the 2019/20 NZ Living Wage rate will
be at 4-5pm on Monday 1 April at a Hutt Valley venue to be
announced. Please put this in your diary and we’ll let you
know closer to the time. It will be great to have lots of Hutt
supporters there and it will be an exciting event.
Lyndy McIntyre
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Rood Screen – An ode to spellcheckers
I came upon this little gem while cleaning up papers recently.
Eye halve a spelling chequer,
It came with my pea sea,
It plainly marques four my revue,
Miss steaks eye kin not sea.

As soon as a mist ache is maid,
It nose bee four two long,
And eye can put the error rite,
Its rare lea ever wrong.

Eye strike a key and type a word,
And weight for it two say,
Weather eye am wrong or write,
It shows me straight a weigh.

Eye have run this poem threw it,
Am shore your pleased two no,
Its letter-perfect awl the weigh,
My chequer has tolled me sew!

The only reason this poem doesn’t make
my hair stand on end is because I’m bald!
But truth is, the little leprechaun that lives
inside my computer was doing his very
best, based on the instructions the
programmer gave him.
Do you sometimes feel that, although you
do your very best, it’s still not enough for
the Almighty? Sorry, but God has already said our best will never cut the
mustard. Isaiah 64:6 tells us …all our righteous acts are like filthy rags - not
very encouraging.
But what if that spellchecker had a better programmer that could show our
leprechaun how to be more discerning? And, what if we relied more on our
Heavenly Programmer, rather than on our own wit? Not that we are competent
in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from
God. 2 Corinthians 3:5.
Even more important, though, is to remember God loves us just the way we
are. Not as the perfect beings we can never be. Look at the eclectic lot Jesus
chose to be His disciples. There were no doctors or lawyers there. Just ordinary
folk.
And Jesus loved them just as He loves you and me. Even if we can’t spell.
John Harris
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Perfect Epiphany Pasta - with prawns, sundried tomatoes & lemon
Our first service for 2019 – Epiphany Sunday – was
taken by Gill Burke. Yet again, Gill showed what an
excellent service leader she is: relaxed, informative and
relevant in her message and presentation.
One of the things she asked us to do during her
reflection was to discuss with our pew neighbours
something we love doing that others may be unaware
of. This was connected with her discussion on ways to
improve and enhance our mental well-being. I shared
my love of reading recipes in the newspaper, cutting
out my favourites, gluing them into my ring binder
recipe book and then trying them out on the next
available guests/guinea pigs.
My most recent success, on January 5, was a prawn and lemon pasta – the
perfect epiphany pasta, you could call it. Or maybe for Lent, if you forego the
luxury of prawns and pine nuts?
In response to requests for the recipe, here it is…
Ingredients
400 g dried spaghetti
500 g raw prawns, peeled, tails off
1 tbs each butter & olive oil
5 spring onions, finely chopped
3 cloves garlic, finely chopped
3 tbs pine nuts, lightly toasted
¼ tsp chilli flakes
1 heaped tsp brown sugar

2 lemons, finely grated zest
Juice of 1 lemon
10 oil-free sundried tomatoes,
coarsely chopped
½ cup torn basil leaves
75 g butter
Extra lemons for serving.

Method
Cook spaghetti in boiling salted water until not quite al dente, then drain.
Pat prawns dry on paper towels and set aside.
Heat butter and oil in a frying pan. Sauté spring onions and garlic for 1-2
minutes. Add prawns, pine nuts and chilli flakes and cook until the prawns start
to colour.
Add brown sugar, stir until it dissolves then add lemon zest, juice, tomatoes
and basil. Remove pan from heat.
Using a large pan or wok, heat second measure of butter until foaming. Add
drained spaghetti and the prawn mixture and toss to coat and combine well.
Serve immediately in warm bowls, with wedges of lemon on the side for
squeezing. Serves 4.
Anne Manchester
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Look Mum, no hands…!
Our pianola passed its first real test and proved its
worth at our Christmas service. Manned by only a
cardboard cut out of Colin it faithfully played back
tunes that Colin had previously recorded. It was
fascinating to watch the keys and pedals move by
themselves without any human intervention. What
next, sermons delivered via a hologram?
Simon Shaw

The Lord’s Prayer for today
Eternal Spirit, Earth maker, Pain bearer, Life giver
Source of all that is and that shall be
Father and Mother of us all
Loving God, in whom is heaven
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the people of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
May your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on
earth!
With the bread that we need for today, feed us
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us
From trials too great to endure, spare us
From the grip of all that is evil, free us
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.
Amen
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Children’s Power Hour & Wiggly Church
Beyond Christmas – A Reflection
There we were on the 6th Day of Christmas (30
December) gathered around our Rev Doug Rogers in
church, who seemed sad as he looked down at the
Advent Candle table. The four Advent candles in pink and
purple had gone! In the weeks before Christmas our
excitement had been growing as we had gradually been lighting them. Now,
sadly they were gone.
Then Rev Rogers lifted his head to show his smile because there was still one
big white candle left and shining brightly. It was the Christ Candle! The One
and Only! The Jesus Christ who is the light of our world and always there.
While there might have been happy dreams dancing in our heads the night
before Christmas, we were now filled with good family gatherings, yummy
food, games and gifts. Peace and joy. And yes, gifts. Well, Rev Rogers then
thought he could have been Father Christmas because he pulled out a giant
bulky red bag and started to pass out some gifts to us! What a surprise for us
as we knew Christmas Day had been six days ago.
You can imagine that we were all quite curious about these mysterious gifts
being given to us. Maybe they were special like the myrrh, frankincense and
gold gifts given to Jesus by the visiting wise men. Each mystery gift was
nestled inside a bigger box.
When the first box lid was taken off, there was a picture of a tree stump with a
new shoot growing out and up from it. What? A picture? Still there was a
curious mystery about the gift. Rev Rogers explained that the tree stump with
the new shoot was a picture of the gift of hope that Jesus gave to us.
In the second gift box there was a yellow smiley face picture of the gift of joy
which Jesus gave to us.
Then the third gift opened had a bird picture of the gift of peace which Jesus
had given to us. What do you suppose was in the next gift to us?
In this boxed gift there was a big red heart picture of the gift of love which
Jesus gave to us. More?!!
Yes, the very last box was heart shaped and the card inside showed the
nativity scene with baby Jesus and his parents and the words “Immanuel God
with us”. This was the Christmas gift that God is with us always.
Ahh, now the real meaning of God’s gift of Jesus has been shown to us. Those
Christmas Advent Candles are a good way of telling us about Jesus’ gifts to us
too, aren’t they!
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LENT: What’s that about?
This 6 March is Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent and the beginning of a
journey time to think about one’s friendship with Jesus and God. So for 6
weeks before Easter, some boys and girls and adults will give up something,
such as not eating chocolate, not watching TV or video games. Some will
gather together and celebrate Jesus being a part of their lives today. Food is
served such as lamb or ham and there is sharing of decorated eggs. They all
want to be like Jesus. Jesus shared a Passover meal with all his disciples: then
Jesus gave up his life and died on a cross because he loved God and us. Jesus
passionately wanted the real living God in our daily lives. He refused to give in
and kept teaching in a new way. Jesus was like a very caring shepherd.
In Jesus’ story of the Living Water, he asks a Samaritan woman for a drink of
water (Jews didn’t talk to Samaritans in those days. And remember the story
of the Good Samaritan?). Jesus shows us that everyone is worthy of God’s
love.
Are there any girls and boys at your school with whom you find it hard to love
or be friendly? God loves all of us equally and wants us to love each other in
the same way. Go now and follow Jesus. You have nothing to lose by caring
and inviting them to be included.
Our children in Wiggly Church and Power Hour do just this and share a warm
natural friendship and joy with everyone, which in turn shows their feelings of
being in a circle of God’s love and protection.
Did you know that Easter is on the first Sunday after the first full moon after
the 21 March?
Blessings, Susan, Elspeth and Matt

Term 1 2019 Wiggly Church and Power Hour started Sunday 10th February
and finishes on 7th April.
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St Ronan’s Presbyterian Church,
234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 5013
Local Ministry Team
Rev Reg Weeks
027 491 5947
Sandy Lang
562 8753
Simon Shaw
562 8772
Colin Dalziel
562 7238
Michelle Bolger
562 8810
Parish Clerk
Hall Bookings
Church info line

third.age@xtra.co.nz
slang@xtra.co.nz
simonjshaw@xtra.co.nz
colinjdalziel@gmail.com
ferryroaddb@gmail.com

Sandy Lang
Sandy Lang
562 7583

Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the Church letterbox or email to helen.withy@xtra.co.nz or
janheine@xtra.co.nz

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily represent those of St Ronan’s Church.

And the closing date for our next Record is

Sunday 31 March 2019
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