July 2018
1 July Worship with Gill Burke ............................................................ 9.30am
8 July Communion with Rev Reg Weeks .............................................. 9.30am
Taizé ..................................................................................... 6.30pm
15 July Worship with Anne Manchester ................................................ 9.30am
22 July Worship with Dr Neville Gardner .............................................. 9.30am
29 July Worship with Rev Doug Rogers ................................................ 9.30am
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Power Hour – Sundays 9.30am
Breakfast Prayer - Tuesdays 7.30am
Mainly Music – Thursdays 9.30am
St Ronan’s Pastoral Care
For pastoral care needs, please contact our Pastoral Care Co-ordinators,
Colin Dalziel 562 7238 or Mary Williams 568 3216

From the other side of the Big Ditch…
Many Facebook friends are bemused, distressed, even
incredulous about the goings on at the Mexican border and
the separation of children from parents by the Trump
administration.
All of those emotions are experienced and voiced many
times over by people here, ranging from strangers on the
street to late night Talk Show hosts. Even Time magazine
has posted a front cover depicting Trump and a little girl caught with her mum
on the border.
It was discovered later that she wasn’t actually separated from her mum, but
she clearly portrays the anguish felt by so many who have been. I was
surprised therefore to read a column by Mike Hosking lambasting the magazine
and media generally, for ‘lying’.
He may have a point, in contrasting factual reporting from opinion, but I have
to ask ‘Hasn’t he heard of metaphor?’ because that cover was nothing less than
a very powerful metaphor portraying in one shot all the elements of dislocation
and suffering imposed on the many by the single stroke of the most powerful
pen in the land. And then to have Geoff Sessions quote the bible to justify it
was to heap insult on injury.
Kelvin Wright of Dunedin found this image which conveys the same truth:

I ask your prayers for the separated families, and for a more just, and less
cynical, exercise of political power here in the United States
Reg Weeks
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Clerk’s corner…
Police checks: As with all organisations
working with vulnerable people (for us, it’s
little children) we have to get police checks done every
three years. We’re doing this just now for our Mainly Music
and Sunday school teams.
Mainly Music (MM): And talking of MM, this is a franchise
and we have to make monthly payments to the MM
organisation. These payments are not huge. The main
benefit of our being part of MM is it means families new to Eastbourne know
roughly what to expect if they come along to St Ronan’s MM. It makes them
feel safe. Anyway, these monthly payments have just risen markedly (+50%).
We’ve also been asked to increase our weekly subs from $3 to $4 per family
(+33%). For this new ‘princely’ weekly sum the parents/caregivers get a
decent coffee and something nice to eat + plus of course the fun and fellowship
of the MM programme + so still a pretty good deal. We recently
discovered we may be able to attract a small amount of Ministry
of Education funding for our MM – I’m busy pursuing this one…!
Hall hire: And talking of rate rises, we’ve recently increased our hall hire rates
by about 10% (last change was in July 2015). FYI, the new hire rates are:
Main Hall (without kitchen)
$17.00
Main Hall Kitchen
$3.00
Blue Room
$16.00
Fellowship Room (inc kitchenette) $16.50
Parenting course(s): And talking of education, you may
have heard of the excellent ‘Toolbox’ parenting courses run
by the organisation Parenting Place? In support of our MM
young families (and any others who may be interested)
we’ve organised a Baby and Toddler years parenting course (for parents of
children aged 0 to 4 years). The course will run in Term 3 for the six
consecutive weeks from 2 August to 6 September. The six, two-hour, evening
sessions will be on Thursdays from 7pm to 9pm in the Fellowship room.
Eastbourne Lions have generously agreed to support this project by subsidising
the course fees by 50%. Registrants will now pay just $37.50 and families $55
for the whole course. Thank you Lions…! This support from the Lions puts the
cost at a level where it’s unlikely any will be excluded because of cost.
St Ronan’s will provide the coordination, venue and coffees/teas etc.
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The maximum number of people attending a course is 12, so it’s kept quite
small-scale and intimate. It would be nice (please) to have six volunteers (one
per week) to provide the eats (a slice?) to accompany the tea/coffee? Email me
if you’d like to support this one, please. Else, I will buy Griffins gingernuts! If
this venture works out well – I’m expecting it to work very well – we’ll organise
parenting courses for parents of older-aged children too. There are four
Toolbox parenting courses: •Baby & Toddler (0-4 yrs) •Primary (5-9 yrs)
•Intermediate (9-12 yrs) and •Teenage (13-18 yrs). Watch this space…!
Taizé: Reg is away on the 1st Sunday of July (1 July). The Taizé service will be
pushed back by one week to the 2nd Sunday (to 8 July). Just for this month.
Jenny Orange: Most will by now have learned of Jenny Orange’s recent death
at 3am on Wednesday 20 June. The family held a vigil on Thursday 21, her
cremation was on Friday 21 and a moving service celebrating her life was led
by Rev Ken Irwin at St Ronan’s on Saturday 22 at 2pm. Our special
condolences to those of Jenny’s family who may read this Record issue.
Jenny has been one of us at St Ronan’s for many years and, until recently, has
been pretty active with refugees and a host of background roles of which most
are unaware (e.g. preparing the communion elements). We miss Jenny. Anne
Manchester will write an obituary for Jenny in next month’s Record – just a bit
too rushed for this issue. Others are invited to write their own tributes.
Marriage: A few days ago a few of us celebrated the
engagement of John Harris and Rachel Beetham. In answer to
the question “When do you plan to get married?” John’s reply
was “In about 20 minutes.” Rev Ed Masters, who had come up
from Dunedin for the event, leapt to his feet, donned his
ministerial stole and married them on the spot. He did give
them 20 minutes to change into more special clothes – John
was resplendent in his Harris tartan kilt and Rachel looked pretty good too.
Seems nobody wears the trousers in this marriage…!
Our congratulations and very best wishes to John and Rachel. Also
remembering those of us who are part of John’s family – a delicate time for
them no doubt as they look both forwards and also backwards.
Church cleaners: We expect to find our church and our
hall/education block clean when we come to them. This, in spite of
their being pretty busy these days. That’s because we have loyal
cleaners who come in early on Saturday mornings and also again
briefly on Wednesdays to clean the loos. Our cleaners do a pretty
good job and this is especially important as our rather old buildings would look
much less inviting if they were also rather grubby.
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I’ve recently taken over cleaner liaison from John Harris – thanks John for your
efforts to this point. So, for any cleaning-related problems come to me. This
includes if there’s a dearth of loo rolls in the ‘firehose’ cupboard.
Also, on cleaning, you will have seen Simon’s fitted a new, bigger cleaner’s
cupboard in the hall. This suits the cleaners better (the old one was too small)
and it means the kitchen moves one step forward towards being a dedicated
kitchen rather than a storeroom/kitchen. We’ve also bought a new, brightyellow ‘wet floor’ sign (health and safety). This lives in the new cupboard.
Heated pews: These cold winter mornings I come in early to put on the
heaters. But it takes many hours to heat up the church from the 7°C it is after
a frosty night. Some pews (not all) have tube heaters beneath. I’ve recently
added labels to the seat backs of the heated pews. Choose a heated pew if you
feel cold – it will help a bit.
Sound-system etiquette: Every now and then I’m told someone couldn’t
hear some or all of the service. Sure this is usually someone who doesn’t hear
too well but this is not the point and we can help them. Also, we sometimes
get that awful feedback howl from the loudspeakers. There’s no need for this.
So it’s useful to remind ourselves about ‘sound-system etiquette’ from time to
time. This is one of those times…!
Listeners – the sound from the sound system comes from those four smallish
speakers – two on each side of the church. The great big speaker high up near
the rear door is just for the organ. If you are a bit hard of hearing, sit close to
one of the four smaller speakers.
Talkers – Remember the sound system is an aid to hearing, it does not replace
the need to speak up when addressing the congregation. The old rule is to
speak to the person in the back row. If you use an ‘intimate’ voice when talking
to the children or when praying, there will be those in the church who won’t be
able to hear you.
Hand-held and lectern mikes – Adjust the lectern mike to get it as close to your
mouth as possible. Hold the hand-held mike 5 cm (2 inches) from your mouth
– hold it like it’s an ice cream – but don’t lick it! If you are leading the
intercessory prayers, don’t sit close to one of the loudspeakers. The feedback
howls we hear are because the hand-held mike is too far from your mouth
and/or it’s too close to a loudspeaker. For some reason, people move the mike
further from their mouths when this happens – don’t move it further from your
mouth – move it closer to your mouth. Then the sound desk person can
turn down the ‘gain’ a bit and stop the howl!
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Lapel mike – Position the lapel mike as close as possible to midline else
left/right head movements move your mouth from very close to very far away
from the mike. Also, position the mike as high as possible (about by the
Adam’s apple). This is sometimes difficult as it depends on the clothing worn
by the service leader. Incidentally, when the mike is clipped to a stole is
(a) not midline, (b) too low and (c) stoles tend to move during the service and
the mike drops lower and lower – aagghh!
Sound desk – Mute all mikes unless they are in use – never have two
‘unmuted’ mikes at the same time. Mute the lapel mike when the service
leader is not speaking (so they can sing, deliver private asides and cough).
Adjust the volume up so you can hear them clearly from the speakers – not
from their mouths. Sound levels are often adjusted too low. I frequently get
comments that people can’t hear. They rarely make that comment to the
sound desk person. This is my chance to pass on that comment!
e: slang@xtra.co.nz

t:562 8752

m:021 222 0383

Sandy Lang

Community Fridge update…
The Community Fridge is a bit quiet these wintery days though there are still
regular new donations (lemons are ripening this time of year) and new
disappearances – so it is working. Sue Fairclough and Susanna Anderson are
looking after things while Finola is away.
I recently approached Eastbourne Four Square wondering if
they have food that might find its way to the Community
Fridge from time to time. ‘Yes’ was the response… Thanks Four Square…!
There’s all sorts of food safety rules one must work around these days but
there is still perfectly good food that is unsaleable for some reason or other. A
pity if it goes to landfill. I hope to get that food for the fridge…!
Sandy Lang

PCANZ
Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New Zealand, and Newsletter Bushfire.
Note: PWANZ AGM 2018 will be held on 15 September Palmerston North, and
Diane would like St Ronan’s to be represented.
If you want to support Presbyterian Women in their mission, receive their
newsletter, then contact:
Sandra Waldrom, Administrator
Mobile: 027 702 9386; Email pwanz2016@gmail.com
or Diane Gilliam-Weeks
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Boomerang Bag update…
The current count is 711 bags on the
street. There seem to be a few in most
crates, most days and these are always
different. We guess they are
‘boomeranging’ OK as they’re meant to.
Lots of chatter about this project and
awareness-raising too!
Next sewing bee will be next Tuesday night
3 July 7.00-9.00pm in St Ronan’s hall.
As part of ‘plastic free July’ we are doing a
sewing bee at the Eastbourne Library
10.00am-2.00pm Saturday 7 July. Come
and make your own bag from our fabric
stash with assistance (20-30 min) or BYO
T-shirt and make a ‘no-sew’ ‘T-shirt’ bag
(20 min).

Genevieve gen@genevievepacker.com; Mary 027 664 7661 / 562 7554
www.facebook.com/BoomerangBagsEastbourneNZ
Genevieve Packer & Mary Ryan

Phil’s photo – Caloundra: A slice of Aussie heaven…
I was in Queensland recently for a couple of weeks. Family business. I ended
up at Kings Beach, Caloundra. It’s a 90 min drive from Brisbane; population
40,000; doesn’t feel too crowded; nice place. It’s on the Sunshine Coast, north
of Brisbane (the Gold Coast is south of Brisbane).
It was mid-winter, and a little slice of Aussie heaven. Caloundra’s such a neat
place. It was 22°C in the arvo, dropping to 11°C at night. The mid-winter sea
was several tads warmer (it’s about 20°C) than anything our harbour gets to in
mid-summer. The locals think it’s just right this time of year – it gets very
warm in summer.
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My mornings started with a power walk along the paths above the beach.
Pounding along with my Nordic walking sticks I got a few strange looks from
the locals. For those who asked what I was doing, I said I was a Kiwi. I asked if
there was any snow around. The Caloundrans are fabulous people – very
approachable and with great senses of humour. I really enjoyed their company.
My workouts of the morning were happily undone at lunchtimes at a nearby
bakery where calorie-laden delights awaited me.
One of the greatest joys was going to the
Caloundra Presbyterian Church. What a
happy bunch of people there. Entering the
church I was greeted by a lady playing preservice music. She looked up at me from her
keyboard with a most welcoming smile.
Wow, that was some introduction…!
There are about 90 people there and of similar ages to us at St Ronan's. They
sang really well. The minister played his cornet to accompany two singers, and
the pianist led the hymns. Being a stranger, the
people made me most welcome. How wonderful
the immediate bond between a Presbyterian from
Eastbourne and the Presbyterians in Caloundra.
On Sundays there’s a street market, with some
street theatre. There was a youngish woman
there selling hula hoops – and making people
happy at the same time. Dressed all in pink she
soon had people smiling and with a wonderful
sales pitch to children to ‘try a hula hoop’. Of
course, these ran back to their parents
immediately after their try, plaintively calling
‘must buy’. Well done, the Lady in Pink.
I’ve seen pelicans before but never flying – they fly really gracefully. A couple
sat stillish for long enough to be photographed (see next page).
A wonderful bird is the pelican,
His bill will hold more than his belican,
He can take in his beak
Enough food for a week
But I'm damned if I see how the helican!
Dixon Merritt (1879–1972)
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It’s good to live in Australasia. A neat part of the world. A good feeling of
togetherness between us Kiwis and our Aussie cuzzies. Humbling to be a part
of it…!
Phil Benge

Rood Screen – Do geese see God…?
Nope, this is not a theological question. It’s a
palindrome – simply a word, verse, sentence or
number that reads the same backwards or
forwards. Some are quite clever, like the life
story of Ferdinand de Lesseps: A man, a plan, a
canal – Panama.
In Isaiah 41:4 God asks rhetorically: Who has
done this and carried it through, calling forth
the generations from the beginning? I, the
LORD – with the first of them and with the last
– I am He.
It makes me think of two things: (1) If God is there at the beginning and the
end, it follows He is there for every bit in between as well. God is always there.
God has always been there. God will always be there. God will always be
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everywhere. As the Psalmist says, If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I
make my bed in the depths, you are there.
(2) The other cool bit is in Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever. We don’t have to wait for God to be in a good mood to
approach Him. He has an open door any time we need to commune with Him.
And He loves us just the same – always.
Perhaps you don’t know that the fear of palindromes is aibohphobia – kinda
cruel eh…!
John Harris

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN Aotearoa New Zealand
We are…
A new generation of Presbyterian Women
Dr Deborah Bower - Theologian, Spiritual life coach
Caren Rangi - a Woman of Influence
-----------------Join them on Saturday 14 July 9.30am - 4.30pm
St Andrew’s, Market St, Hastings. Cost $10
Please contact Sally Russell, 06 877 6027, 021 1299 608, sallyrussell@xtra.co.nz

Children’s Power Hour…
I love the way stories in Power Hour and Wiggly Church Time
(Preschoolers) take on a life beyond the words when it comes
to developing a child’s faith. At a very early age children can
take meaning, role modelling, connecting and relating to the
wider world and God as well as problem solving.
On any day, when first connecting with the child, a simple familiar everyday
life incident can be an introduction. Then the child will often, in turn, share
their related story or experience. The consequence is that the whole picture of
life today is widened for the child. The personal experience is then taken a
further step by drawing out together significant features which provide a sense
of learning and deepening in faith.
Recently we were into the story of Joshua sending out two spies to check out
the lay of the land across the River Jordan and the city of Jericho, and about
the deal struck with Rahab who safely hid the spies in the city wall (Joshua 2).
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The biblical truth, “Don’t be afraid or discouraged, for I, the Lord your God, am
with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9) kept being entwined naturally first
with Moses who successfully led his people back from Egypt and secondly with
Joshua who was worried about taking the last step back to Israel. Thirdly
getting the spies back to base camp. It was scary times. Back-up was needed.
To get into the mood we talked about being sneaky and doing things without
the others knowing. This led to playing the “Snatch the Keys” game whereby
the child had to quietly take the keys from a blind-folded person.
Then using the Godly Play/Table Puppeting technique (all children use symbols
to create their own fantasy stories with things like stones, blocks, cars, dolls)
the children understand the simplistic form of bringing the biblical story to life.
Large rocks became hills, blocks become the city walls, blue braided wool yarn
became the River Jordan, red wool became the rope hanging down from the
roof etc.
At the end of the story some wonder questions were asked to take the child
deeper into their understanding and faith development. For example, I wonder
what part of the story you liked best? “I liked best how Joshua sent out the
spies to investigate.” “I liked best how the spies escaped from the window and
hid in the hills.”
I wonder when the spies felt scared? “First crossing the river.” “Hiding under
the plants on Rahab’s roof top.” “Hiding in the hills.”
I wonder when God was with the spies? “On the roof top.” Climbing down the
rope.” “Everywhere.”
Afterwards retelling the story with crafted graphics being made, helped the
children to not only feel the story played out but also understand how the
characters coped with their situations with God’s help. Hence, their faith was
deepened in a gradual way. The children relate well to stories and the
strengths in characters.
In the August Record we will look forward to hearing from what the Wiggly
Church Time group has been doing with understanding what Caring and
Kindness means in our lives and in Christian stories.
Term 3 will start on Sunday 29 July.
Blessings Susan Connell
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St Ronan’s Presbyterian Church,
234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 5013
Local Ministry Team
Rev Reg Weeks
027 491 5947
Sandy Lang
562 8753
Simon Shaw
562 8772
Colin Dalziel
562 7238
Michelle Bolger
562 8810

third.age@xtra.co.nz
slang@xtra.co.nz
simonjshaw@xtra.co.nz
colinjdalziel@gmail.com
ferryroaddb@gmail.com

Parish Clerk
Sandy Lang
Hall Bookings Sandy Lang
Church info line
562 7583
Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the church letterbox or email to helen.withy@xtra.co.nz or
janheine@xtra.co.nz

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily represent those of St Ronan’s Church.

And the closing date for the August 2018 Record is
Sunday 29 July 2018
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