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Worship with Dr Sean Devine ........................................... 9.30am
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Ash Wednesday at San Antonio’s ..................................... 7.00pm
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Worship with Rev Merv Aitken .......................................... 9.30am
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Power Hour – Sundays 9.30am;
Bible Study – Sundays 11.15am
Breakfast Prayer - Tuesdays 7.30am
Mainly Music – Thursdays 9.30am
St Ronan’s Pastoral Care
For pastoral care needs, please contact our Pastoral Care Co-ordinators,Colin
Dalziel 562 7238 or Mary Williams 568 3216

As it is in heaven
Last night we watched a Swedish DVD (with sub-titles!) because it was highly
recommended by a good friend. Titled “As it is in Heaven”, the cover blurb tells
us that a successful international conductor interrupts his career and returns to
the small town in Sweden’s far north where he spent his early childhood. “His
remedial solace is shattered when the local church choir seeks him out for
advice. He can’t say no, and from that time on nothing in the village is the
same again.”
Nominated for an Academy Award as the Best Foreign Film 2005, it is said by
one reviewer to be “One of the best things to come out of Sweden since ABBA”
and in our opinion certainly lives up to its reputation.
As the amateur choir develops and grows, the closed and superficial
relationships in the village are challenged and laid bare, honest exchanges
reveal deep held resentments, but a strong sense of togetherness in the choir
shapes a deeply harmonious community providing compassion and sanctuary
for troubled members, while the choir-master wrestles with his own demons
and finally wins through to find deep friendship and love.
It is a truly engaging story which nonetheless, as winter turns to spring,
explores many of the deep issues that plague relationships everywhere, such
as bullying, family violence, gossip, infidelity, hypocrisy, as well as the
redeeming values of honesty, trust, hope, and faith. It is a thoughtful and
thought-provoking exploration of the multifaceted meaning of love.
People of faith will also find an underlying resonance with the biblical themes of
redemption, and self-sacrifice. And there is a clue in the title, taken as it is
from a line in the Lord’s prayer – “Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” The storyline gives an interesting take on how that petition might be
worked out in a real-life situation. In fact, this film could provide excellent
material for a Lenten study series. Let me know if you would be interested, and
if you would like to watch it anyway, the movie is available for purchase or rent
from the iTunes store.
Reg Weeks
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Clerk’s corner
LMT: St Ronan’s Local Ministry Team will be
commissioned on Thursday 22 February at
St Ronan’s. The LMT will comprise Reg Weeks,
Sandy Lang, Michelle Bolger, Colin Dalziel and
Simon Shaw. The proceedings will start with a
special meeting of Presbytery at 7pm in the church
hall, the commissioning service will be next at 7.30pm in
the church, and this will be followed by refreshments in the
Fellowship Room.
It’s been a long walk getting to this milestone. This will be the formal start of a
new era of ministry at St Ronan’s and will no doubt get a special chapter in
some future history book written about St Ronan’s in a few years’ time.
CWS: In December, St Ronan’s people donated a total of $816.50 to Christian
World Service. A good result for a small congregation. The project was
championed by Douglas and Louise Day. Obviously, if any sent their donations
directly to CWS, these amounts were not be included in the above.
MM: Mainly Music is seeking volunteers to help with their morning tea roster.
It’s not an onerous task. Any men offering to help in this way will not likely be
turned down!
Stainer wanted: The newish play equipment requires a staining to smarten it
up and to keep out the weather from the wood. Staining is much easier than
painting. Any volunteers? See Simon for a can of stain and a brush.
Community Carols:
A huge success.
Here we see a
rather confusedlooking, wise
shepherdess and
the familiar (but
equally confusedlooking) fattish man
in the red suit.
The collection for
Wellington Women’s
Refuge netted 22
wrapped prezzies
for children
spending their
Christmases in a
refuge and $620.50
in cash.
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Matters sustainable: (1) Gen and Mary and team continue to sew
Boomerang bags in the hall (see later this Record); (2) Finola has started her
Community Fridge (see later this Record).
Parish Clerk away - Parish Council will play: This is a
time when others will discover what an easy life I have. I
head off to Hannover (N Germany) at the beginning of
March (for two weeks studying cherries and apples), then
drive 2,000 km south to the very bottom of the boot of Italy (for two weeks
studying kiwifruit). On the long drive south I will spend a few days with old
friends in S Germany (the town where Richard the Lion Heart was imprisoned,
825 years ago on his way back from the Crusades), then a few days with old
friends in Pisa (the city built on a peat bog where several buildings and at least
three towers are renowned for their leaning). On the way home via Rome
airport I will stop off to see my uncle’s grave at Monte Cassino (my Uncle
Bernard died there six weeks before I was born). I arrive home in mid-April.
e: slang@xtra.co.nz

t:562 8752

m:021 222 0383

Sandy Lang

Boomerang bags – Let’s make Eastbourne plastic-bag free…
We are currently at 300 ‘boomerang bags’ with
at least another 50 on the go. Weekly sewing
bees on Wednesday nights 7-9pm – all
welcome. BYO machine if you’re a sewer or
just come along for non-sewing tasks. Heaps
of ironing, pinning, cutting and more ironing.
This is for anyone – old or young, lads or
lassies.
We’re aiming for a launch sometime late
February / early March – when we’ve hit 500
bags.
Once out there, bag numbers will have to be maintained, repairs made etc, so
our Wednesday-night sessions will be ongoing for the foreseeable future.
Boomerang Bags are a sustainable alternative to plastic bags. Retailers will
hold a supply of free Boomerang Bags. If you forget to bring your own reusable
bag, just grab a Boomerang Bag and return it next time. Easy and plastic-free!
www.facebook.com/BoomerangBagsEastbourneNZ
Contact: Genevieve gen@genevievepacker.com,
Mary 027 664 7661; 562 7554
Genevieve Packer & Mary Ryan
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Manse Sale – the final reckoning
A final update on the sale of the manse. We have now agreed the final details
of the manse sale with the Church Property Trustees (CPT).
The sale price was $683,000. The sale expenses (real estate agent, legal,
valuation etc) were $32,483, giving net proceeds of $650,517. Ten percent of
the net proceeds ($65,052) is levied by PCANZ’s Mission Enterprise Fund
(MEF). The purpose of the MEF is to direct PCANZ assets away from property
and into mission activity that will sustain and grow the Church.
This leaves a sum of $585,465 that is deposited in the Presbyterian Investment
Fund (PIF). The interest on this sum (around $20,000 pa) can be used to meet
St Ronan’s running costs. If we wish to use the principal for a church project
we have to obtain approvals from Presbytery and CPT.
Simon Shaw

Electrical Upgrading Work
At our last church chat session in December I reported that our aging electrical
systems had been checked, found to be unsafe and needed upgrading. This
work will happen over the next three weeks. The main switchboard in the
church will be replaced. Switches controlling the lights and heaters will be
located outside the switchboard, on its northern side.
Part of the distribution board in the Education Block will be replaced as will a
circuit breaker in the Hall kitchen. The Electrician has the schedule of church
and hall activities and will be working around these times to minimise
disruption to all users.
Simon Shaw

Living Wage Hutt Valley up & running for 2018
At a meeting of Living Wage Hutt Valley held on 30 January it
was reported that there are now 77 businesses that have
become accredited Living Wage Employers. Two of the most
recent are BERL (Business Economic Research Ltd) and
Vector.
Hutt City Council are in the process of working through their commitment to
the Living Wage and have a draft budget meeting on Tuesday 9.30am 20th
February 2018 with public participation beginning at 9.30am.
This is an opportunity for Living Wage Hutt Valley to support a submission to
Hutt City Council, and parishioners of St Ronan’s are invited to attend this
meeting and show support of the Living Wage movement. And to keep up the
momentum in the words of our PM:.

Let’s do this!
We are planning to gather outside the Hutt City Council meeting room at 9am
on Tuesday 20th February. Come and join us.
Contacts: Jan Heine 562 8833 and Diane Gilliam-Weeks 027 4978374
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Community Fridge – open/opening
The Eastbourne Community Fridge is now
open for business! However, the fridge is
powered off (and the door propped open)
until we resolve some noise issues – a
quieter machine? A slightly different
location? A change to the rain shelter? We
will have an official opening and a blessing
in February sometime. Watch this space.
Meanwhile, I’m monitoring the fridge
regularly. I see fresh produce is being left
off there and taken frequently enough for
the lack of chilling not be a major issue even with our record hot weather.
The fridge received a great response when
its arrival was posted on the Eastbourne
Community Facebook page. Many in the
community have expressed their support.
As I write this, the first week of operation
has gone well, with produce and shelfstable products being dropped off and
taken by the community most days.
The fridge signs are now up. The ‘street’ sign directs passers-by to the fridge’s
location behind the church and the ‘fridge’ sign outlines the fridge rules. Let me
remind you of these.
From now on, you can donate the following to the fridge please:
Shelf-stable and tinned foods: (which have not passed their expiry dates).
Please also take these shelf-stable and tinned foods if you are in need. Any of
these still in the fridge at the end of the week will be taken to the Common
Unity Project Aotearoa in Epuni to help others.
Fresh produce: Home gardeners often have a glut of zucchini or plums or
grapes etc at this time of year. It’s a pity if this excess food goes to waste. So
donate your excess. This stuff is for all in the community to share. Just help
yourself if you can eat it!
The Common Unity Project Aotearoa is a local charity which operates a
community hub called The ReMakery, which runs sustainability initiatives. The
shelf-stable food donated from the Eastbourne Community Fridge will be used
in The ReMakery's community kitchen which provides 2,500 meals a day for
local children. Read about this exciting venture at
www.commonunityproject.org.nz
Finola Rance
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Phil’s photo – Summer is good for us!
There’s no doubt about it – this summer’s been the best for years. The brilliant
weather has meant many more days when we can enjoy the wonderful lifestyle
for which our little ‘village by the sea’ is so famed.
When the sun comes to play, everyone cheers up. As you walk about or go to
the shops, people smile and nod at you whether they know you or not. We feel
good within ourselves and the problems of 2017 fade into the distant past.
Of course, here at Robinson Bay, opposite little Mākaro Island, beautiful
summer days turn into beautiful summer evenings. These draw out all those
who’ve sweltered in the shade through the heat of the day, to promenade
along the, er, promenade – or to sip a wine or a beer while seated on the sea
wall.
Meanwhile, the more active will kayak,
or swim to the raft through the tepid
sea, or stroll along the beach with the
dog.
To top it all off, we’ll be treated to a
very unusual lunar event – a super blue
blood moon1.
Surely this first month of 2018 sets us
up for a great 2018? Enjoy it.

Phil Benge

A ‘super moon’ is a full moon with an especially close approach to the Earth. A ‘blue moon’ is a
second full moon in a calendar month. A ‘blood moon’ is a total eclipse that gives the moon a red hue.
The last time these three events coincided was in 1866.
1
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Rood Screen – Kids say the darndest things
I got a Tammy Wynette album the other day - you
may remember her ‘Stand by your man’ Many of
her song lyrics are pretty thought-provoking,
particularly if you know the background.
One that’s stuck in my head at the moment is ‘Kids
say the darndest things’. The theme is, if you
eavesdrop on your children while they’re playing,
you sometimes hear them saying the darndest
things. Perhaps some choice four-letter words? Or,
maybe, as her song says “I want a divorce”.
The songwriter asks rhetorically if perhaps this is
something they heard at school – but we, the listeners, know they are merely
echoing words they heard their parents using unguardedly. An ‘oops’ all
parents learn quickly – that kids are expert at picking up things not meant for
their tiny ears.
As Christians we all too often fall into the same trap as those parents. We
believe we are doing a fine job by going to church and saying all the right
things – but it’s our everyday actions that people see and judge us by.
Matthew 25:44 reminds us that the goats on the left of the Son of Man will ask,
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then He will answer them,
“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to me.”
Put slightly differently – your actions speak so loud, I can’t hear what you’re
saying. Ouch!
John Harris

Children’s Power Hour
A NEW YEAR! NEW DIRECTIONS!
With our children growing up, they move on and have
this wonderful thirst for life and meaningful involvement.
Currently our age range goes from almost 3 years to 13
years. Thus Power Hour is evolving to cater to our children’s needs. It is
fantastic that we are able to create our programme like this and serve our
community.
During our Sunday church service time (9:30-10:30 am) Power Hour will be
offering two group sessions: one to cater for the Pre-Schoolers; and one for
our Primary School children. Later this year for the Intermediate-High School
youth, open to anyone of any background, we will have informal regular
8

gatherings, of course with some food included, that will centre around
immediate issues that concern them. Working with the youth, the time, date
and venue will be decided later. Our good fortune is that in the three groups
we have very experienced teachers and leaders: Elspeth Cotsilinis; Matt
McCorkindale; Susan Connell; Diane Gilliam Weeks; and Reg Weeks.
If you ever want to have one book on your shelf that is so action packed that is
raw, inspiring, cruel, romantic, wise, and historical, look no further than the
Bible. Children love hearing the biblical stories for their characters and actions
and the ways that they problem solve and inspire. They can live imaginatively
in their worlds and savour the moments. On a deeper meaningful level, they
take out from these stories the strengths and weakness, the consequences of
the characters’ decisions and why they did so. They can tell you exactly what
they liked best in the story and they can tell you exactly what is the most
important thing in the story. Acting out the various stages of a story is also a
fun way to immerse.
Underpinning and central to the Bible is coming to know God. The stories show
who is God, what he is like, what are his plans and what he wants us to do.
The Bible does tell us a great deal about many other important questions. It
tells us that human beings are important and not just like animals. They are
the highest point of God’s creation and are his children in a special way. In a
way God keeps our world together in a peaceful good way.
DID YOU KNOW? Proverbs are wise sayings which sum up the truth about a
particular subject. The book of Proverbs in the Bible has many wise sayings
about work, justice, family life and relationships, how to behave in different
situations and a lot of other practical matter. Here are some proverbs to
remember:
“The Lord hates anyone who cheats, but likes everyone
who is honest.” Proverbs 11:1
“Kind words are good medicine, but deceitful words can
really hurt.” Proverbs 15:4
Term 1 of Power Hour starts on 11 February and ends on 8 April.
We shall meet also on Easter Sunday, and on 1 April.
We welcome your friends to come along and join us.
Susan Connell 568 5747

Planning for support to Randwick School in 2018 has begun.
Please confirm if you are willing to continue in 2018, as you may feel like
stepping down or having some time out.
If you hear of anyone who may be interested in joining the team please
let me know.
Also can you please let me have your preferences: for Seniors or
Juniors? And preferred time: Block 1 from 9:00-11:00am, Block 2 from
11:30 – 1:00pm, Block 3 from 1:50 – 3:00pm
Thank you Simon Shaw
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Make Hope my Story
“Make Hope My Story” was the theme of this year’s CWS
Christmas Appeal to which St Ronan's gave generously to

raising $826.50.
Quoting from a letter from Pauline McKay, National
Director of CWS.
"Your gift will mean many more families get the help
that makes them stronger for an uncertain future.
Refugee children with education will have more options.
Disease victims will have many more fruit trees and
larger gardens. Dalit women will have the skills to win
more basic services like running water and streetlights
at their local council meetings.
Thank you for listening to the stories of our partners working in their
communities who need more resources to make hope visible.
You are part of their story – thank you. Working together we can make hope
our story".
Douglas Day, CWS Advocate at St Ronans

The Girl in Black & other tales
Mike Rudge known to many of you has published this small book of travellers’ tales.
They are stories of those first impressions that need to be captured when they
happen, before they are subsumed into being accepting as ordinary.
Quirky, funny, poignant, events to scare you, errors that make you wonder at your
idiocy. He has some left, and at $20 a copy are good value with proceeds going to
Save the Children Fund.
Contact Jan Heine if you wouldlike a copy.

On being at Soper Shelter
A long sidle around two gendarmes, guardians of the Stanley catchment, and
down gentler slopes to a small tarn nestled in the folds of the land. We camped
there for the night in the tussock, home for a special alpine weta, and the stars
so clear, before working our way down the Stanley River (and rather tight
divaricating shrubs) to the new Soper Shelter, our objective for the trip in
Kahurangi National Park.
Being Wellington Anniversary weekend we had 4 days to come from the Cobb
Valley to Fenella hut, over Kakapo Peak and down to Soper Shelter built in the
old-style fly camp of canvas and poles, before coming out by the Waingaro
River to the Kill Devil down to Upper Takaka.
The southern rata were in full bloom, scarlet splashes in the beech forest,
robins calling so loudly they threatened to damage my one good ear, bellbirds
chorusing, long time since I’ve heard so many, tomtits, fantails, and weka
being cheeky. A kiwi called near Fenella. The 1080 drop has not harmed them.
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Frank Soper is a long-time resident of Golden Bay and instrumental in building
three well-used huts at Boulder Lake, Lonely Lake, and Adelaide Tarn. This
shelter has been built as a tribute to his love and that of his wife Berna for this
part of New Zealand.
He is also a poet of some sensitivity, as recorded in his anthology These Small
Fields. Here is a sample that touches on our search for the quiet stillness that
is our soul, and that comes in such places. So there’s much more to tell about
him:
Mine is the sunlight, mine the space,
these and the wild deer.
This is my own, my special place,
my mind rests easy here.
My heart keeps time with timeless things,
with rocks and clouds and trees.
I move and breathe in rhythm with
the restless mountain breeze:

And when I go (as go I must)
into some other where,
if I should wake by Diamond Lake*
I’d make my heaven there.
*a cirque lake between the Cobb and
Waingaro valleys

Lake Stanley, born of the 1929
Murchison Earthquake
Photos by Ian McIlraith
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St Ronan’s Presbyterian Church,
234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 5013
Interim Moderator Rev. Reg Weeks
Church (Tues & Thurs):
Home:
Email:
Parish Clerk

562 7583
027 491 5947
reg@thirdage.co.nz

Sandy Lang

Hall Bookings Sandy Lang
Home:
Email:

562 8753
slang@xtra.co.nz

Church office (Tues mornings)
Email:
Website

562 7583
office@stronans.org.nz
www.stronans.org.nz

Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the Church letterbox or email to
Helen.Withy@xtra.co.nz or janheine@xtra.co.nz
The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of
the authors. They do not necessarily represent those of
St Ronan’s Church.
And the closing date for the March 2018 Record is

Sunday 25 February 2018

12

