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Mary’s “Yes”
While the focus of Christmas is rightly on the arrival of the Babe
of Bethlehem, with all the accompanying sentiment evoked by
choirs of angels, shepherds, and a far too early arrival of the wise
ones from the east, all set out for us in a plenitude of nativity
scenes and Christmas cards, the figure of Mary seldom conveys the courage
and faith of this extraordinary young woman. A simple village girl, her faithfilled and courageous response to the choice with which she was presented,
became the veritable hinge of Western, if not human history.
This is recognised through the work of Dionysius who in 525 CE devised the
Gregorian calendar which has been for decades the unofficial global standard.
There are so many things that Mary could not have known would flow from her
fateful “Yes”.
When she took her new-born to the temple to perform the customary rites, it
was the aged Simeon who told her that hers was a child of destiny. “… and a
sword will pierce your own soul too” he said. Nothing of the Christmas story
could have happened without first, Mary’s willingness to place her trust, and
her life, in the hands of her God. Yet so little of this is conveyed by the figure
of the young mother attentive to her child lying in a feed-box.
John Bell,* a prolific song writer and worship resource person from the Iona
Community has penned a hymn which in my view goes some way to make the
point that this was her free decision and God’s eternal purposes waited on her
consent:
1. No wind at the window, no knock on the door; no light from the lampstand,
no foot on the floor; no dream born of tiredness, no ghost raised by fear: just
an angel and a woman and a voice in her ear.
2. ‘O Mary, O Mary, don't hide from my face. Be glad that you’re favoured and
filled with God's grace. The time for redeeming the world has begun; and you
are requested to mother God’s son.’
3. ‘This child must be born that the Kingdom might come: salvation for many,
destruction for some; both end and beginning, both message and sign; both
victor and victim, both yours and divine.’
4. No payment was promised, no promises made; no wedding was dated, no
blueprint displayed. Yet Mary, consenting to what none could guess, replied
with conviction, ‘Tell God I say “yes”.’
When we speak of faith, we are usually talking about believing in something,
but it takes it to a whole new level when your understanding of what God is
calling you to do requires you to step out in trust toward an unknown future.

2

For example, there’s a world of difference
between believing that it is possible to jump out
of an aeroplane and
land safely by
parachute on the one
hand, and strapping
yourself to a tandem
sky-diver, and
tumbling headfirst out of that aeroplane at 12000ft,
on the other.
Mary’s response to God’s call was “Yes”; what’s yours?
*In the late ‘90s, while visiting Wellington, the Rev John Bell led a most interesting
seminar on creative worship at St Ronan’s. He is due to revisit New Zealand next
year.

Reg Weeks

Clerk’s Corner
Mainly Music (MM): A couple of days ago we
heard we’d been awarded a generous, one-off
$5,000 start-up grant from the Ministry of
Education. This money to buy items to enhance the
quality of our children’s enjoyment and educational
experience at MM. It’s off to the shops now for our
worthy MM leaders – Cath, Reg, Allison and Dreenagh. They’ve already written
out their shopping list!
Toolbox parenting courses: Our second Toolbox parenting course concluded
last week. This, six-week, Toolbox course, was for parents of primary-age
children 5-9 yr. All 12 places in the course were filled and it was very well
received indeed.
The course fees for our two Toolbox courses
(so far), were subsidised 50% by a generous
donation from Eastbourne Lions. Lions’ kind
support ensured no one was excluded for
financial reasons – course fees were reduced
to $37.50 (individual) and $55 (couple) for
each of the two, six-week courses.
With the success of these two Toolbox courses we behind us, we are planning
to run all four Toolbox courses next year – one course per term.
The four Toolbox courses are designed to support parents of: (Course 1) preschoolers (0-4 yr), (Course 2) primary-age children (5-9 yr), (Course 3)
intermediate-age children (9-12 yr) and (Course 4) teenagers (13-18 yr).
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We’ve recently received a $750 grant from the Wellington Community Trust to
support the first two of these courses in 2019 (in Terms 1 and 2). We’ve an
application in elsewhere to support the second two courses (in Terms 3 and 4).
Locking up – Oops: A good number of you have keys to the church hall.
Fewer have keys to the church. On a couple of occasions recently, the side
door of the church (the one by the fridge) has been found standing open. As
far as we can tell nothing’s been taken or interfered with. It suggests though
that some of us are being careless. Maybe, someone has entered through the
side door and exited through the front door? The hall door has not to my
knowledge been left open by any of our many community group users.
Timber Trail: If you read Phil’s photo last month “In the middle of nowhere…”
you may be interested to know Annie and I biked the Timber Trail soon after. A
few others of us at St R’s have biked this previously. A great ride, a great
place, great accommodation and great food at the Timber Trail Lodge. But this
85 km, two-day ride is not for the fainthearted – some might call it the Timber
Trial. I needed my electric bike, Annie used muscle power (and will power)
alone! [Jan’s old Black Thunder took some pushing, & held up the works]
Community carols: Sunday 2 December at 5pm in the Muritai School Hall.
You will sing some carols and listen to the Wellesley College Choir and the Hutt
City Brass, then you will meet Santa and enjoy a Sausage Sizzle (Lions,
Pak’nSave). Adults bring a donation of money and children bring items of nonperishable food for the Lower Hutt Foodbank.
e: slang@xtra.co.nz

t:562 8752

m:021 222 0383

Sandy Lang

Community Fridge update
There’s still food being dropped off in
the fridge and also picked up. Look at
it weekly and you don’t see much
change. Look at it most days and you
do!
The sound-proofing has been applied to
reduce the fridge noise. We still await a re-test of noise level by HCC. To my
ear the noise level is much reduced, but a calibrated ‘precision sound level
meter’ is required to test for compliance and I don’t happen to have one. They
cost many $1,000s.
Garden produce is on the increase with spring, and this inevitably means the
fridge gets grubby quicker (stray leaves, bits of soil, empty bags and boxes).
We’d appreciate it if you could cast your eye on it from time to time as you go
past and give it a bit of a tidy/clean if you see it needs some loving – ‘Many
hands make light work!’ Thanks to those who already do this from time to
time.
Sandy Lang
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Mainly Music – Multiple celebrations
This term is extra busy with a 16th birthday, Christmas
and extra funding to celebrate.
In October we celebrated our
16th year of involvement in
Mainly Music (MM). We invited
Zappo the Magician to help celebrate with the
community. His wibbily wobbily wand, marvellous
magic, hilarious humour, and bendy balloons
entertained about 60 children and their families in the
Muritai School Hall. We choose 5pm on October 31 as a
time to celebrate. This offered families who are uncomfortable with Halloween,
an alternative non-scary, child-friendly, fancy-dress, community event. Many
families sought out team members to thank us for putting on the event.
As we prepare for Christmas, we are adding some fun Christmas season songs
into our music session routine. It’s also a time where we share our joy in
celebrating the gift of baby Jesus to us all. This year we are gifting booklets
produced by MM celebrating the nativity. Another fun tradition is ending our
last session for the year by viewing the delightful Kiwi Nativity play produced
by the children of St Paul’s in Auckland (this can be found online by Googling
St Paul’s arts and media the Christmas story. It’s the 2010 version).
We have also received some spending money to
help update and supplement our MM resources.
Sandy and the team have worked really hard to
meet the Ministry of Education requirements to be
accepted and recognised as a Ministry certified
Play Group. My many thanks go to all of them. Many thanks also to Julia
Buckley from the Ministry of Education for all her support. Now we get to do
some fun Christmas shopping too!
On behalf of the team, a big thank you to everyone at St Ronan’s for their MM
support in terms of baking, morning tea duties, maintenance and prayers. We
so appreciate your input. It takes a team to put on a session and we couldn’t
do it without your help.
Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a blessed 2019.
On behalf of the MM team: Reg, Allison, Dreenagh and Cath
Cath Louden-Sim
(The last MM session of 2018 is on 13th December and the first in 2019 is on
7th February)
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Lower Hutt Foodbank
Remember the Foodbank for gifts like food, toiletries, baby
items and staple needs to fill the pantries of those who come
needing help. Your generosity of giving is very much
appreciated. The people who come to us for support are
usually desperate for many reasons and come as a last
resort. We are glad to be able to help them at a crisis point, which often happens
near Christmas.
Salvation Army Lower Hutt is accepting Queensgate or Warehouse vouchers as well
as food this year, in place of Adopt a Family. These will go to the parents & caregivers
who can choose the presents for their children.

Boomerang bags update
Numbers now at 1,057. Our last sewing bee for the year was 27 November. In
the New Year, we might look at some Sunday afternoon sewing bees as well as
the Tuesday evenings.
This is an ongoing project as bag numbers have to be maintained in the face of
trickling bag losses – who knows where they go?
Genevieve gen@genevievepacker.com; Mary 027 664 7661 / 562 7554
www.facebook.com/BoomerangBagsEastbourneNZ
Genevieve Packer & Mary Ryan

Oh, the place where I worship
Original has been used and re-worded in many ways, but this is Geoff’s local revision of it:

Oh, the place where I worship
Is this wide open harbour, Built by the
hand of the Lord
Where the trees of the hillside Are like
pipes of an organ
And the winds play a mighty chorale.
All the stars are the candles; and they
light up the hillsides
The hillsides are tof God
Oh, the place where I worship Is this
wonderful seashore
Where the sun warms the rocks and the
sand.

There are carpets of green, And a skyblue roof above
And I’m welcome here alone, Or with the
ones I love.
All the birds of the air, Are the wings of
our prayer
And the scents of the bush, Are the
incense of joy.
In your heart thrill the love song; You’re
sure to sense your reward
Oh the place where I worship is this
glorious harbour
Built by the hand of the Lord.
Geoff Mann
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Phil’s photo – End of year, 100 years on
As 2018 draws to a close, it’s time to reflect on what’s been important through
the year. Lots of stuff, actually.
Among these important goings on, we recently commemorated Armistice Day.
This year is the centenary of the end of The Great War on 11 November 1918.
At that time, so awful was the war, it was described as ‘the war to end all
wars.’ Unbelievably, in 1939, just 21 years later, they had to rename it World
War I.

On Armistice Day, I attended the service at our National War Memorial in
Wellington – Pukeahu. It was a service of reflection: Where we’ve come from,
where we are, where we’re going. It was very moving as we remembered
those we’d lost, 100 years ago.
I once saw the painting
Carillon by Australian artist
William Longstaff. It shows
spectral images of soldiers
on the beaches of Belgium,
listening to the carillon
bells of their home
countries. It made me
wonder how it would be if
somehow those ‘forever
young’ soldiers who died in
the Great war were able to
7

return to New Zealand now - 100 years later. How would they find their
homeland?
A number of images came into my mind. Two of these were:
Communications: Imagine the amazement of such a
returning kiwi soldier, if he were to see you standing on
an Eastbourne beach, holding in one hand a slim, shiny,
glass/metal box about the size and shape of a pack of ten
cigarettes and sharing a (Skype) conversation (good
sound, good colour vision) with someone on a battlefield
half a world away.
Diversity: Today we are subjected to constant news
feeds of local and international events. Sadly, a lot of this
news is depressing, and a lot more is distorted or biased
or even untrue. But, in spite of it, over the last 100 years
we have as a nation become more tolerant and more
accepting of the different ethnic groups living in our
beautiful land and of the different customs and viewpoints these people bring
to us. What a privilege to be part of such a diverse and such a vibrant and
accepting 21st century community!
Remember, that what each one of us
says and does in 2019, will help shape
New Zealand’s future over the next 100
years. Our actions today will affect our
children, our grandchildren and our
greatgrandchildren of tomorrow.
We are surely very lucky to be here at
this great time in New Zealand’s history.
But we also bear a challenging
responsibility for our nation’s
and our planet’s future –
climate change, sea-level rise,
plastic pollution, despeciation.
An exciting time indeed.
Blessings to each and all of
you, this Christmas time.
Phil Benge
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Rood Screen – Go fly a kite
I recently attended the annual kite festival at Otaki. I felt a
little silly attending such a juvenile event but I zipped my lip
and went along with my hosts.
Oh my golly goodness! I had no idea there would be such a
variety of beautiful kites. There were huge stingrays and
octopi several meters wide and long. There were humorous
kites such as a monkey reaching for a banana that was
always just out of reach. There were seagulls whose wing
‘feathers’ fluttered so realistically I had to
double check they really were attached to a string. There
were box kites and square kites. They were every shape
and size imaginable.
There were entries from all over NZ and quite a few
from overseas. There was even a ‘last one flying’ kite
battle that showed some pretty impressive kite-flying
skills, as the kites ducked and dived and tried to
knock their opponents out of the
sky or starve them of wind.
Big and small, local and overseas,
they were all held aloft by the
same gentle breeze. It made me
think of John 3:8: The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its
sound but you cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born
of the Spirit.
John Harris

The Advent of Christmas means our Nativity Pageant & more
Sunday 9th December
We invite everyone to come and share our special
Christmas morning tea on 9th December after our
Christmas Nativity pageant. Please bring a friend or
relative with you to share in our celebrations when we
shall also share our stirred-by-St Ronan’s well wishers’
Christmas cake.
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Médecins sans Frontières, MSF
Some of you will have noticed a new advert on the back cover of
the “Listener’, with the major message “Aid without Agenda’. As
you tossed this publication with its weekly lists of TV and Radio
programmes into the Recycle bin (or let them pile up to reread), you may have thought about the people depicted in that
advert?
Perhaps you thought “Not another charity”, a bunch of do-gooders? We have
the familiar Red Cross, so why do we need another apparently similar
international organisation? To encourage us to make donations we were invited
to a supporters’ evening with good ‘nibbles’ and coffee recently. All such
publicity could only help the thousands of people in need of urgent health
assistance.
What is MSF? A charity founded in 1971, in Paris, by journalists & doctors, now
supported by over 42,000 people. Its members observe impartiality
independence and neutrality, according to medical ethics, as is Red Cross. It is
non-profit, self-governed and member-based, irrespective of their race,
religion, creed or political convictions. And the same applies to whoever
receives their medical care.
From April 2017, New Zealanders have been able to make tax-deductible
donations to support medical care provided by msf.org.nz.
So how are our donations from over 3000 NZ
supporters spent? MSF has medical clinics in Central
America, upper half of Africa, Iraq, Bangladesh and
other countries where there is a great increase in
never-ending numbers of displaced people. It
provides medical assistance to people affected by
armed conflict (like the Rohingya refugees),
epidemics (Ebola is on the rampage again), natural or
man-made disasters,
For more information in the work of MSF, both by medical staff and technical
logisticians, check out www.msf.org.nz. They need your sympathy and
donations.
Arnold Heine
Then one night at our Tramping Club, a member of the Lifeflight Team based
here in Wellington explained their activities, which follow similar principles to
MSF in carrying out their life support for us, here. Of more immediate
application sure, and on the ground Wellington Free Ambulance and St John
will pick up our pieces. All are such worthy causes.
Jan Heine
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Children’s Power Hour & Wiggly Church

What’s the X Factor of Visitors and the Three Gifts from the
East?
Soon we are going to celebrate Christmas by telling the
Christmas Nativity story (9th December) with all the
children and their friends and families.
The Christmas story always tells, near the end, about
the “Visitors from the East.”
“…Soon afterwards, some men who studied the stars came from the east
to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the baby born to be the king of the
Jews? We saw his star when it came up in the East, and we have come to
worship him.”
Children and adults then often think that because the wise men brought three
special gifts that there were also only three wise men. But this is not true since
there is no mention of the number of wise men. They would have come in a
caravan with many people, many camels and probably included a lot of traders
of many goods from either the East or South from areas around Egypt or Saudi
Arabia. Jesus’ country of birth was a transport hub because it was the only land
bridge between the East and the South by which traders could come and go.
As the Christmas story goes, after playing cat and mouse with King Herod in
Jerusalem, the wise men had,
“..what joy was theirs! The star they had seen ... stopped over the place
where the child was. … They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh and presented them to him.”
As a symbol of Christmas the wise men with their gifts, they represent the XFactor. They are like the icing on the cake or cherry on top in the story!

What is this X Factor?
They, the wise men and gifts, are all from afar making a special trip and three
rare gifts were being given, not sold or traded, to honour a special person. This
is a very, very rare event! Not normal!
The wise men are few or rare and would bring wisdom to those about them
and especially to important people like kings. Their words were listened to.
They were knowledgeable about many things. They would also be called upon
to predict or make prophecies about the future. They were important
messengers.
A gift of gold, was quite precious, as it would take many people to dig up little
nuggets. Only people of importance would be able to have gold which could be
made into cups and jewellery. Wearing gold would tell people he/she was of
high status, such as wearing a crown like a king. Gold might even be used as
money if you were ever so lucky enough.
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A gift of frankincense gives off a beautiful perfume (balsamic, lemon,
conifer). It is a milky sap obtained from the Boswellia tree and gathered as
hard lumps something like pineapple chunk lollies. It could be used for antibacterial and blood-moving purposes. However, throughout the Bible
frankincense was an important part of the services in the Temple of Jerusalem
or house of God, and offered on a special incense altar where the Ten
Commandments were held. Frankincense goes on with its special X-Factor
because it was used with oils to anoint newborn babies and cleanse those who
are entering into new phases of their spiritual lives, like kings and queens.
A gift of myrrh is a natural gum taken from a small,
thorny tree, Commiphora myrrha, and has been used
through history as a perfume, incense and medicine. The
waxy gum hardens quickly into shiny lumps, turning from
yellow to darker tones with age, maybe a bit like small
bits of fresh ginger. Its perfume is nice and spicy.
Myrrh was, like frankincense, a Jewish holy incense used
in the worship of God and greatly valued. It was a good
all rounder medical ingredient. It could help with
circulation, stiffness and women’s concerns. It could be
used in mouthwashes to kill germs as well as in a paste
form which could be applied to bruises, cuts, aches and
sprains. When mixed with natron it would be used in embalming of dead bodies
and when mixed with wine it could be drunk and ease the pain. Indeed Myrrh
was a very useful gift for healing and good health. It was also very holy and
used in the honour of God and thought to have the X-Factor, so special.
These wise men were certainly wise in their choice
of gifts because they knew the importance and
meaning of their gifts. But they were no ordinary
wise men. Somehow the wise men knew about the
coming of Jesus as a king and must mark his birth
with gifts as for a king. But how did they know
that? This is the incredible mystery.
Blessings from Susan Connell

And did you also know this about Frankincense & Myrrh?
For most of us our sole acquaintance with these exotic perfumes is as the gifts
of the three wise men. In fact however they appear in other places in both the
Old and New Testaments. They have been used and traded for at least 6000
years, and you can buy them in Lower Hutt stores today.
A lot can and has been written about them but here a few notes: The name
“myrrh” is derived from the Arabic/Hebrew word “marr” meaning “bitter”.
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“Frankincense” really has nothing directly to
do with either the Franks or the French,
except that the word is an English rendition
of the Old French “franc encens” meaning
“pure” or “noble” incense.
Both items are produced in the regions
around the Horn of Africa: Somalia,
Ethiopia, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Oman. In ancient times they were exported by
ship and camel train to China, India, Persia, and the Mediterranean.
Myrrh and frankincense grow as rather spindly trees in desert environments
reminiscent of central Australia, and photos appear to indicate that the Omanis
at least are developing orchard style plantations. The fragrances are distilled
from the sap of the trees which is obtained by making an incision in the bark.
Annual production is in the hundreds of tons.
The products are renowned not only for their aromas but for their therapeutic
qualities, and are reputed to assist in the alleviation of all manner of maladies
and the general improvement of well-being.
There is a wealth of interesting information on Google. You will find the
essences in local health food stores, perhaps hiding under their alternative
designations of boswellia or olbanum.
Geoff Mann

CWS – Christmas Appeal
As every year, St Ronan’s is supporting the Christian World
Service Christmas Appeal. The CWS envelopes are in the
foyer now.
CWS says, “This year the appeal will fund our 28
partners working in their communities to help
people build stronger and more resilient
communities, so families can escape poverty.”
There are various options for your CWS
donation.
* If you pay by credit card or cheque, either post direct to CWS in their prepaid
envelope (printed as part of the CWS leaflet) or drop it in the collection plate.
Obviously, we cannot process a credit card payment or a cheque made out to
CWS – we will pass these on to CWS on your behalf and CWS will issue you a
tax receipt in due course – but only if you provide your name and postal
address.
* If your donation is in cash or a cheque made out to St Ronan’s, we will
forward your donation to CWS on your behalf. We will issue you a tax receipt
at the end of the year (after 31 March).
* Obviously, we cannot receipt you for an anonymous donation.
* We encourage you not to post a cash donation to CWS – put it in the
collection plate for safety.
Sandy Lang
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Advent Study
The first Sunday of Advent is just a couple of
days away (2 December). This is the day we light
the first of our coloured Advent candles at
church.
The Advent period is supposed to be one of
spiritual preparation for Christmas. But,
especially here in the southern hemisphere, we
find this a hectic time of trying to get those endof-year jobs out of the way before the end of the
year, of preparing for the Christmas festivities
(I’ve presents to buy and cards and emails to
send and I must get my Christmas puddings
done), of engaging in end-of-year work parties,
of preparing for the arrival of family to stay (or for going away to stay with
family), of getting ready for our summer holidays – Aagghh what a month!
Nevertheless, the better-organised of you, might like to consider engaging in
an Advent study – one that’s not particularly arduous and can be done at
home, in private or together in a small group.
If this sounds like you, Diane told me of an ‘EVERYDAY ABBEY’ study called:
God’s hospitality – or How might we recapture hospitality as a central
dimension of faithful living as we participate in God’s reweaving work in the
world?
I have a pdf of this 10-page study. If you would like me to send it you, just
drop me an email me or call me – slang@xtra.co.nz 562 8753
Sandy/Diane
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Great for your kids and your grandkids - and
even for you!
EASTBOURNE COMMUNITY CAROLS
with + SAN ANTONIO + ST ALBAN'S + ST RONAN'S

Muritai School Hall, Sunday 2 December, 5pm
Christmas Story, Carols, Hutt City Brass,
Wellesley College Choir, Santa, Lions’ Sausage Sizzle,
Collection for Lower Hutt Food Bank.
CHILDREN – Bring non-perishable food for Christmas tree
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St Ronan’s Presbyterian Church,
234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 5013
Local Ministry Team
Rev. Reg Weeks
Sandy Lang
Simon Shaw
Colin Dalziel
Michelle Bolger

027
562
562
562
562

Parish Clerk
Hall Bookings
Church info line

Sandy Lang
Sandy Lang
562 7583

491 5947
8753
8772
7238
8810

third.age@xtra.co.nz
slang@xtra.co.nz
simonjshaw@xtra.co.nz
colinjdalziel@gmail.com
ferryroaddb@gmail.com

Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the Church letterbox or email to helen.withy@xtra.co.nz or
janheine@xtra.co.nz

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily represent those of St Ronan’s Church.

And the closing date for our first New Year’s Record is

Sunday 27 January 2019
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