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Power Hour & Wiggly Church – Sundays 9.30am;
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St Ronan’s Pastoral Care
For pastoral care needs, please contact our Pastoral Care Co-ordinators,
Colin Dalziel 562 7238 or Mary Williams 568 3216

Mature and Marvellous
‘Mature and Marvellous’ is a phrase coined by a minister
friend of mine to celebrate the fact he serves an aging
congregation of people, wise and experienced in the ways
of the world, and in living out their faith. Yet all too often
older people in a congregation feel marginalised, and to
some extent ignored, in the constant pressure to bring
young families into church. He was successful in reversing
that emphasis.
That pressure is rooted in the long-held assumption (false)
that families bring their children to church and they grow up in faith and
service, to eventually take the place of their parents and other aging members
of the congregation. So, it follows that if you have a strong Sunday school you
will ensure a growing, or at least a stable church. However, any older parent
giving half a thought to their own family will probably see that things just don’t
work that way.
Now there’s nothing wrong, in fact everything right, with providing resources
and facilities for our children, and encouraging them to feel at home in our
congregation, to learn about the faith of their parents. That’s a very important
goal for its own sake but not as the primary means of maintaining the size of
the congregation. However, given the lack of young families in the
congregation, St Ronan’s has transformed that important part of a
congregation’s purpose into a focus on the young families of the community, in
such initiatives as the Toy Library, Mainly Music and the Toolbox Parenting
courses, as well as in the reading support at Randwick School. This has
become our mission.
On the other hand, numbers are reducing, and it is now recognised that the
key to maintaining the size and strength of a congregation lies not with the
next generation, but with the current members. And it is only realised when
members become consciously invitational, not just to worship but to any one of
the many activities in which we are engaged.
Occasionally an unheralded visitor will come looking for a new church, but
mostly people become engaged in the activities of a church because they’ve
been personally invited.
Now, for a small church, St Ronan’s does pretty well. We have a good range of
activities for people to engage in, and a long tradition of service to the
community. We should not demur from describing our congregation as ‘mature
and marvellous’, a group of people with strong community values and an
enviable record – a group well worth joining.
And we should not see Sunday worship as the best place to begin.
On a related matter, the minister friend I began with, Jim Wallace, who coined
the phrase ‘Mature and Marvellous’, has an interesting take on faith-sharing.
When talking with seniors, he’s aware many now in their late 50s and early 60s
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attended Sunday school during the 1960s when Sunday schools were at their
strongest.
So, he likes to ask if they went to Sunday School or Bible Class when they
were young. Then he asks “Did it do you any harm?” and follows up with “So,
what happened to your faith?” He has found it often leads to a productive
discussion on living out the faith, in this day-and-age.
So, as well as becoming actively ‘invitational’, what about taking a further step
of faith and beginning a conversation about the faith.
Reg Weeks

Clerk’s Corner
Fibre: I’ve just overseen the transition from copper to fibre
telecommunications at St Ronan’s. All seems to have been
done to a good standard.
The three landline phones (Creche, Ed block, Office) remain
working and connected to the buildings’ internal copper
phone network. This copper connects to fibre in the church
office.
The old (about four years) Wi-Fi router remains operational
and this also connects to fibre in the church office.
I understand we will likely now have: (1) more stable Wi-Fi (less frequent need
to reboot), (2) faster downloading (about x4 faster) and (3) the phone bill will
be less. All this has cost us nothing at all…! But it has disconnected us from the
old copper service at the road, which will unlikely now be well maintained.
Swing gone: Twice in recent weeks some person has stolen the kids’ swing.
We have obtained a second new one and taken steps to secure this in such a
way as will make it less easy to steal. We don’t want to put razor wire round
our perimeter, so we have to wear the occasional bit of mischief…!
Community Carols: The recent Community Carols at Muritai School
(1st December) went down well. There was a good medley of performers
including a choir, Santa, the Lions, the Hutt City Brass Band, and a rather
unusual desert salesman – some of you may have recognised this chap.
The event was less-well attended than in recent years – poor weather? – poor
advertising? For next year we will make some adjustments as we experienced
a few hiccups in the late stages of planning and on the day. We live and learn!
The collection was for Lower Hutt Foodbank. This raised $482.90. Thanks to
all involved in this annual, ecumenical event. Most notably to Anne Manchester
and Phil Benge from St Ronan’s who led it, but also to numerous others drawn
from St Ronan’s and St Alban’s and San Antonio’s who did the rest.
Bake stall: Another successful bake stall on 30th November. Thanks for
organising this yet again Susan Connell! Thanks too to all those who created
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the vast array of items for sale. Fundraising this year was for refugees (Red
Cross) and for Randwick School. The bake stall raised $960.00.
Winter Series 2020: The LMT is keen we do not see the end of this popular
series of public lectures. We’ll very soon start planning for Winter Series 2020.
Re-roofing: The Education Block re-roofing has been completed. No more
leaks! Thanks, Simon, for championing this thing through.
e: slang@xtra.co.nz

t:562 8752

m:021 222 0383

Sandy Lang

Rood Screen – Moses and the Burning Bush
Pretty much everybody knows the story of Moses and the burning
bush, as told in Exodus 3. I did, however, come across two
interesting and relevant stories recently.
The first is seriously theological and, as I do not speak Hebrew, I am
merely quoting. It seems the Hebrew word sneh, translated ‘bush’, is
not the generic word for bush, si-ach, but rather a particular type of bush or
bramble, most likely the ‘Cassia’.
It’s suggested this word was chosen for the story since the Hebrew word sneh
is almost identical to Sinai, as in Mount Sinai. This may be a classic case of
prefiguration, or hinting ahead, often used in the Bible. In other words, this
scene with the revelation of the divine name to Moses at the sneh/burning
bush, foreshadows the later giving of the law to the Israelites on Mount Sinai,
accompanied by a great fire that did not consume (Exodus 19:18). Just when
you thought you knew the Bible stories backwards, up comes a new slant. I
find that pretty cool.
But the other story is even more fun. There is a plant found throughout north
Africa called Dictamnus albus, common name the ‘gas plant’. In the summer, it
exudes volatile oils that easily catch fire – and it gets hot enough there for
spontaneous combustion! But the gasses burn so fast, the leaves are not
harmed. Watch it on Google. It’s possible this is what Moses witnessed.
Am I trying to water down the
miracle of the burning bush?
Absolutely not!
The miracle is, God speaks to us
every day through the ‘ordinary
and explainable’.
The tragedy is, we are like the
three little monkeys - ‘Hear no
God; speak no God; see no God.
Whoever has ears, let them hear. Matt 11:15
John Harris
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Jesus is watching you & the kingdom is coming
Our first Advent service, 1st December, was taken
by the Rev Dr Jenny Dawson, an Anglican vicar and
member of the board of Christian World Service
(CWS).
The theme of her service was to promote the work of CWS, a New Zealand
inter-church aid and development agency that is now 70 years old. She
described how CWS works in partnership with church-based organisations in
countries around the world, empowering these organisations to identify and
meet the needs in their communities.
Jenny also turned out to be a great story teller. She finished her address by
telling a joke once told to her by a vicar in Christchurch. There was a vague
link between the joke and the kingdom of God coming unexpectedly - like a
thief in the night.
A burglar had broken into a house in Christchurch and had spied a large
collection of silver and gold trophy cups sitting on some shelves. He hurriedly
began filling his sack with the cups when he suddenly heard a loud voice cry
out:
“Jesus is watching you!”
He almost dropped his sack in fright and looked around the room to see where
the voice had come from. He could see nothing. Maybe he had had one too
many last night and was beginning to imagine things.
So he carried on filling his sack as quickly as he could.
Again he heard a loud voice shouting: “Jesus is watching you!”
He froze in terror and again looked around to see who might be there. But all
was quiet. He really must be losing it, he thought. His mind was really playing
tricks on him that night.
So he went on thrusting the last of the trophies into his sack and was about to
head back to the open window, when the voice shouted at him again.
“Jesus is watching you!”
He peered into the darkness and, for the first time, noticed a cage in the corner
of the room with a parrot sitting inside it.
He laughed with relief. “So you’re Jesus, you little blighter!”
“No,” the parrot said. “I’m John the Baptist. Jesus is the Rottweiler hiding
behind the couch!”
Anne Manchester

To help the good work continue, remember the CWS envelopes in the
church foyer and that the whole Christmas Day collection goes to CWS.
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To Our Family Christmas Service & Nativity Pageant:
Advent Week 3, 15th December
Our excitement is building as we are looking forward to our Family Christmas
Service and Nativity Pageant on the 15th December. We encourage you to
invite your family, friends, neighbours and grandchildren to join in with us!!!
Here’s a clue. Who, near Bethlehem, knew about stars that
come together in a special way?
Come to our Christmas time morning tea where we shall have
the chance to sample our St Ronan’s “Stirred Christmas Cake.”

ST RONAN’S – EAST HARBOUR RED CROSS’ BAKE STALL
Wonderful weather, hot and sunny, for our combined
St Ronan’s–Red Cross bake stall and lots of happy customers! A
handsome total of $960 was earned.
A tremendous thank you to everyone who contributed so generously to our
St Ronan's/East Harbour Red Cross Bake Stall on 30th November.
Your efforts were excellent and paid off well.
A fabulous looking array loaded two tables! Rounded off, $960 was raised to
support our worthy projects of Randwick School junior playground upgrade and
garden, and, the Lower Hutt Refugees.
In appreciation, Susan Connell

Lower Hutt Foodbank
The Christmas season is upon us – when we look
forward to family gatherings and some interesting food –
and when the less privileged most feel the pinch.
The recent Community Carol service raised $482.90 for
the Lower Hutt Foodbank. Remember, along with food
donations, the Lower Hutt Foodbank also needs cash to
operate.
The Lower Hutt Foodbank can always use basic food items such as tins of food,
cereals, pasta and sauces, jam and peanut butter, sugar, flour, tea and soup.
Excess vegetables and fruit from your gardens are always well received too.
Sandy Lang
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Advent Prepares us for Christ’s Coming
Advent is a time of “hanging of the green” as in boughs, wreaths, and trees
which help to symbolise the new and everlasting life brought through Jesus
Christ. It is a time of exciting and peaceful waiting for something so special.
We are getting ready for “The Coming”, the coming of the birth of Jesus Christ.
The Advent wreath is a symbol of the beginning of the Church year: an
evergreen green wreath with five candles: four around
the wreath and one in the centre. The circle of the
wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and
endless mercy, which has no beginning or end. The
green of the wreath speaks of hope that we have in God,
the hope of newness, of renewal, and of eternal life.
Candles symbolise the light of God coming into the world through the birth of
His son. We are reminded that we are called to be light to the world as we
reflect the light of God’s grace to others. The four outer candles represent the
period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, which
themselves represent the four centuries of waiting between
the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. Today, for the
four weeks prior to Christmas we successively light one of
these candles to symbolise Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.
To Mark our first Advent Week,
along with lighting the first of our four Advent candles
in church on Sunday 1st December, we also prepared
our St Ronan’s Christmas cake. Together, as a church,
we took turns at stirring our Christmas cake batter at
morning tea. Just beforehand the children had made it
their mission to our church to assemble the Christmas
cake ingredients. Something they looked forward to doing!
Back in 1974, in ‘The Religion of the individual in the Modern World’,
Lloyd Geering wrote: “… We could destroy all human life by a few false
moves which lead to a nuclear war or by rash waste of irreplaceable natural
resources or by the pollution of the atmosphere. We have been happy to play
God in lengthening the human life of the individual. We find it more difficult to
play God by shortening the life of the individual through abortion or
euthanasia. On the other hand, we have been willing to play God by mass
killing in war; but we find it difficult to play God by taking firm, planned
measures to ensure quality of life for future generations…
“Gone are the days when traditional authorities were listened to just because
of their traditional status. Gone are the days when a man can expect to be
heeded just because he is a teacher, a politician, an elder citizen, or a male. A
man is judged by his fellows on what he is as a human person and his words
are accepted for their intrinsic worth rather than because of any authority
which attaches to his position.”
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Phil’s photo – Cherish Wellington’s wind
In Wellington we get a lot of wind. This is because of (a) our hilly topography
and (b) our 41°S latitude. Wellington lies in the famous wind belt, the Roaring
Forties.
Recently, a disgruntled man wrote to the Dom Post claiming Wellingtonians
hate the endless wind. He suggests we come up with a name for it.
Actually, we have two winds not one – a northerly and a southerly – so we’d
need two names. Well, he got his fair share of replies. But he’s still not
gruntled.
So, another perspective is called for, to offset his negativism. It’s simple. I just
love Wellington’s winds. I also love photographing planes and birds.
In recent years when overseas I’ve made a point of stopping off in Singapore
at Changi Airport to photograph the planes. But, with nearby countries clearing
and burning the jungles the smoke is horrendous. I wouldn't mind if it stayed
in the country of destruction but it drifts over Singapore in a dirty-brown mass,
causing all sorts of problems, including serious health ones.

I’m sure you’ll agree, a plane landing in smoke doesn’t look as good as one in
clean air.
On Tuesday this week we had a bit of wind – wind speeds reached
140 km/hour. So, I went for a walk along the beach in Robinson Bay, with
Daisy-Belle the dog.
What a delight to be out in this clean, invigorating wind! The waves thumped
against our newly refurbished Eastbourne wharf. Meanwhile, a seagull, quite
unfazed by a bit of wind, came in for an easy landing on the beach nearby.
Although at times I found it difficult to stay upright, it was fantastic to have all
that clean air rushing past me. I felt so privileged. Wellington’s winds are
famous. Isn’t it good to live in a famous place!
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May the joy of our winds be with you as you embrace Christmas.
Phil Benge
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Children’s Power Hour & Wiggly Church

This term we have Advent as our focus, and we are
looking forward to our Advent mission to our church.
Just before morning tea on 1st December, we assembled
the ingredients for our St Ronan’s soon-to-be-stirred
Christmas cake. They included overnight-soaked fruit
mince, mixed peel, dates, ginger, flour, baking powder,
sugar, butter, whisked eggs, cinnamon, nutmeg, mixed
spices, vanilla and almond essence. That’s a lot they had to measure out. And
they loved doing it! Oh I wish you could see them as a team holding onto the
large mixing bowl and carefully navigate into the morning tea room for the
church to stir the cake batter later. Lovely community spirit!!
Our Wiggly Church and Power Hour teachers and parents are now working
behind the scenes to create our Family Christmas Nativity pageant and service
for the 3rd week of Advent, on 15th December. We are hoping other children will
visit too. Everyone will have a chance to join in!
Another Advent mission we have chosen is, with school liaison, to donate
primary library books to Randwick School, where our church readers assist. We
have purchased these books with our weekly offerings as a way to support
other local children. At the Family Christmas Nativity Pageant service these
books will be made as an offering and placed under our church Christmas tree.
Lastly, we felt like we were entering into the Christmas spirit when our children
shared the Christmas songs they have been singing during Advent at school
and kindergarten, some new and some not: Jingle Bells; NZ Pohutakawa
Christmas Tree; Away in a Manger; Santa has a Red Red Hat; and We Wish
You A Merry Christmas.
Merry Christmas and Blessings
Susan Connell, Elspeth Cotsilinis, Matt McCorkindale
2020 Power Hour and Wiggly Church - Term 1 will start Sunday after
Waitangi Day: 9th February
Remembering
Though causes of the Erebus disaster in December 1979 remain unresolved
after 40 years, the Prime Minister’s apology this December 2019 to families
and friends of the deceased, and of the pilots has helped ease the loss.
Remebering likewise, that progress is being made to re-enter the Pyke River
Mine and hopefully learn some answers to that disaster. This is heartening to
the families involved and all and West Coasters.
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Supporting Randwick School
Each December, Randwick School hosts a morning tea to acknowledge and
thank the many groups and individuals who have supported the school over
the past year.
There are a large number of
parents, grandparents,
individuals, agencies and
businesses that support the
pupils and staff in many
ways. One woman has been
volunteering for 20 years!
St Ronan’s support, by way
of reading, breakfasts and
financial donations, was
again acknowledged.
The school has been granted
some additional property
funding for 2020 and is
planning further property
improvements.

Randwick’s new junior playground

Before the morning tea pupils sang several
songs and performed a haka

Simon Shaw

Meri Kirihimete and a productive New 2020 Year
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St Ronan’s Presbyterian Church,
234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 5013
Local Ministry Team
Rev Reg Weeks
027 491 5947
Sandy Lang
562 8753
Simon Shaw
562 8772
Colin Dalziel
562 7238
Michelle Bolger
562 8810
Parish Clerk
Hall Bookings
Church info line

third.age@xtra.co.nz
slang@xtra.co.nz
simonjshaw@xtra.co.nz
colinjdalziel@gmail.com
ferryroaddb@gmail.com

Sandy Lang
Sandy Lang
562 7583

Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the Church letterbox or email to helen.withy@xtra.co.nz or
janheine@xtra.co.nz

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily represent those of St Ronan’s Church.

And the closing date for our next Record for February 2020

Sunday 26th January 2020
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