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April Worship with Neville Gardner .................................................9.30am
April Holy Communion with Reg Weeks + Church Chat after ...............9.30am
April Good Friday Combined service at Wellesley College .................. 10.00am
April Easter Sonrise with Reg Weeks on beach by RSA........................7.00am
April Easter worship with Diane Gilliam-Weeks .................................9.30am
April Worship with Ray Coats ..........................................................9.30am
May Worship with Diane Gilliam-Weeks ...........................................9.30am
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Power Hour & Wiggly Church – Sundays 9.30am;
Breakfast Prayer - Tuesdays 7.30am
Mainly Music – Thursdays 9.15-11.15am
St Ronan’s Pastoral Care
For pastoral care needs, please contact our Pastoral Care Co-ordinators,
Colin Dalziel 562 7238 or Mary Williams 568 3216

What is there left to say?
In the weeks that have passed since the Christchurch
tragedy the response at all levels has been quick to
support the bereaved and the sufferers with many acts of
kindness and expressions of sympathy. Huge gatherings
in many cities to express solidarity unlike anything we
have seen before. The airwaves and social media have
been full of coverage and comment, all attempting to
assure one and all that this is not us. And the government
is working quickly to establish laws that will ban the
military style guns used in the attack.
So maybe it’s now we can turn our attention to what we might do in the weeks
and months ahead, to earth the expressions of solidarity in our daily lives.
The first thing we can do is listen to what we say, check the words we
habitually use for unintended comments which carry racist or biased overtones.
They are in such common use and they slip out so easily.
Then we can gently and quietly call it to the attention of others when they
use such comments.
We can also take what opportunities that come our way to learn more from
trusted sources, more about ways of life and belief with which we are
unfamiliar. Has it occurred to you there is a
strong link between ‘familiar’ and ‘family’?
There is now a strong and proper call to
connect in whatever ways we can with all
who make up our widely diverse NZ family.
One of the most appreciated gestures to
someone of a different ethnicity is a greeting
in their native language. To greet a Filipino
with “Mabuhai” will always bring a smile.
It takes just a little effort to commit these
greetings to memory, and that smile is the
recognition of mutual connectedness. It’s a
gift of friendship.
And while thinking of about what we say,
about choosing our words with care, this
little list is a good illustration of what a
difference a little care in the choice of words
can make.
And here are a few greetings: Kia ora, Talofa
lava, Kia orana, Bula vanaka, Ma buhai, Ni
hao, Guten tag, kon’nichiwa, Yeoboseyo, Assalamu-alaykum (the last is common to Arab Christians and Moslems).
Reg Weeks
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Clerk’s Corner
Toolbox: The first Toolbox Parenting Course for 2019 will
be in Term 2. It will run for the six consecutive Thursday
evenings 23 May through 27 June. This course will support
parents of Teenage children (13-18 yr).
We will re-run the courses for
parents of Pre-school children in
Term 3 and that for parents of
Primary school children in Term
4. The course for parents of
Intermediate age children is currently being rewritten so is unavailable in 2019. We plan to run this course in Term 1 of 2020.
We gratefully acknowledge the generous financial support received from
Eastbourne Lions and from the Wellington Trust that allows us to halve the
course fees so nobody is excluded because of cost.
Interested to attend one of these courses? Contact me. Places are limited to 12
people per course.
Church Chat: Sunday 14 April after the service. This is your opportunity to
ask questions, offer suggestions – and to complain about something. We’ll do
our best to keep/make you happy!
Financial & General Administration: In addition to being a member of
Parish Council and of the Local Ministry Team (both voluntary), Michelle Bolger
has also been our ‘go-to’ person for Financial & General Administration (paid).
After several years, Michelle wants to step down from her F&GA duties.
Michelle will continue to look after our website and to play her roles on PC and
LMT (all voluntary). Thanks so much, Michelle, how will we cope without you…?
This is how…! We have set in place new arrangements for St Ronan’s paid
F&GA position. These roles are now spilt up. Reg Weeks will take over the
General Administration part of this paid position – essentially this covers the
preparation of the weekly Orders of Service and the PowerPoint presentations.
Meanwhile, Susan Little (chartered accountant) will take on the Financial
Administration. Recent changes recently initiated by the IRD and also by
PCANZ make the financial administration role increasingly complex.
Meanwhile, our reducing congregation means we can reasonably administer
our banking (Sunday ‘plate collections’ and Thursday Mainly Music ‘subs’) on a
fortnightly basis. We thank Sharon who has faithfully carried out this weekly
(paid) church office role for very many years. Sharon now attends fortnightly.
I anticipate the overall cost of carrying out all these paid F&GA functions will
remain about the same.
Printing of the Record will probably be shared between Reg and myself.
e: slang@xtra.co.nz

t:562 8752

m:021 222 0383

Sandy Lang
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Easter services…
Maundy Thursday: St Alban’s has a service at 7.30pm at the Vicarage to
which you are invited.
Good Friday: We share with the other Eastbourne churches in an all-age
‘Combined’ service at 10am at Wellesley College. The first half hour will be all
age, then the children will depart for an Easter activity, while the adults will
share a more meditative time together.
Easter Sunday: We will gather at 7am on the beach by the RSA for our usual
‘Sonrise’ service (dress warmly). This short service will be widely advertised
and will be followed by coffee/tea and hot-cross buns in the adjacent
community kitchen.
Easter Sunday: We will share our regular Easter Sunday service in the church
at 9.30am.

Community Fridge
The community fridge remains busy with lots of
food entering and leaving it each week. I often
see someone I don’t know, picking up or
dropping off stuff and this tells me the venture,
which started off as a community project,
remains just that. It has been embraced by the wider Eastbourne community,
not just by a few church goers. St Ronan’s is merely the host organistation.

Mainly Music + Pop-in-and-Play + Toy Library
MM leader Cath Louden-Sim is now also leader of St
Alban’s Pop-in-and-Play playgroup, based at St Ronan’s.
It’s healthy and really good to see MM, PiaP and Toy
Library (also based at St Ronan’s) continuing to work
closely together to best serve the youngest members of
our Eastbourne community and their caregivers.
Obviously, MM attendance fluctuates rather, depending on the weather and the
prevalence of the common cold. But a couple of times this year, MM has had a
record 38 children (plus a similar number of caregivers) attend – wow - they
must be doing something right…! It’s good we have several large spaces
available and also the outdoor play equipment.
PiaP is smaller but growing, and offers a distinct and somewhat quieter
experience for the children. Some families attend both, while others choose
one or the other depending on what’s most appropriate.
MM could use some more morning coffee volunteers for their roster. Contact
Cath if this could be you. You don’t have to attend church to be part of our
early-childhood community.
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Presbytery Central gathering
Presbytery Central members, ministers and elders, met at St Alban’s in
Palmerston North on Saturday 23 March for their six-monthly gathering. As
most Presbytery communications are by email or video conferencing, the
gatherings are valuable opportunities to catch up with people face to face and
exchange experiences.
This gathering was honoured by the attendance of the PCANZ Moderator, Rt
Rev Fakaofo Kaio and his wife. The Moderator, reflecting on the Christchurch
shootings, talked about our conscious and unconscious biases and prejudices.
As an example, he told how he and his wife had recently driven down from
Auckland to attend the opening of Parliament. He wore comfortable mufti
clothes for the drive and noticed that as he got out of his car he was not
acknowledged by several passing church ministers. However once he had
changed into his clerical clothes the same passers-by greeted him warmly!
Attendees had a choice of attending one of six workshops at morning and
afternoon sessions. I attended a useful morning session on ‘First Aid for Mental
Health’ facilitated by two mental health professionals. They started by
presenting some sobering statistics. Mental health is the third leading cause of
health loss for NZers and one in six has a common mental health disorder. One
in ten NZers are alcoholics. We spend around $85m per week on alcohol and
around $38m per week on gambling. We discussed the Mental Health
Continuum Model; helping people towards recovery and building resilience.
Churches have an important role to play in providing social support groups and
community networks.
One of the afternoon workshops on Climate Change was led by Rev John
Howell who is well known to St Ronan’s. John addressed the religious and
moral perspective on climate change in NZ, providing copious references for
follow up reading and study. John said that changing behaviours starts at
home and that churches have a role in helping lead change in their
communities.
A good example of the latter was a
follow-up presentation from Rev Jill
McDonald and Chris Lambourne
(right) of St Andrew’s, Hastings.
They are developing a Power to the
People social enterprise project that
involves setting up a solar farm of
around 4,000 photovoltaic panels.
The electricity generated will be
sold to the grid and in turn discounted electricity will be supplied to around 400
homes in nearby Flaxmere which is within St Andrew’s catchment.
All in all, a stimulating and worthwhile gathering. The next gathering will be
held in Hastings in September.
Simon Shaw
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Randwick School & their bicycles
Randwick School Principal, Simone
Goodall, has sent a card thanking
St Ro nan’s for our $332.20
contribution to their set of school
bicycles. Our thanks go to Susan and
helpers who ran a successful bake stall
last year. The school now has a full
fleet of bikes and the students are
enjoying developing their bike skills on
their bike track.
Their card has this artwork and a
message:
Dear St Ronan’s
Thank you very much for your
generous donation of $332.20 to our
school set of bikes. We now have a full
fleet of bikes abd students are
enjoying these greatly as well as
improving their fitness.
Thank you for your continued support
of Randwick School
Regards, Simone Goodall

The two great commandments
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, your mind, and all your strength.
And Love your neighbour as you love yourself (Mark 12:29-31).
Our Prime Mnister expressed this so sincerely from her heart, and on behalf of
all our hearts, that we are our brother’s keeper, that we are to love our
neighbours. Never has this been forced home so strongly. We and especially
the people of Christchurch have been through earthquakes, winds and fires,
and now we will smash through this barrier of hate that caused the carnage in
Christchurch on 15 March.
We will show our love to our neighbours, no matter what their race, creed,
gender, no matter what our outside packaging looks like. We are made to love,
let us love one another.
Jan Heine
Living Wage News
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Phil’s photo – My country
Simon and Garfunkel wrote and sang a beautiful song, The sound of silence.
Two lines read, The words of the prophets are written on the subway walls,
And tenement halls.
On 17 March I was driving through Wellington and saw a phrase painted on a
prominent wall. Translated it read - No terrorists are going to ruin my country.
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So, what is ‘my country’? It’s right here in Eastbourne and it is as I’ve
photographed it over recent weeks. Our beautiful country, our beautiful people.
Phil Benge
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Rood screen – Little arrows
Recently, I spent a few idyllic days in Singapore. While lying on the bed, idly
staring at the ceiling (as one does), I got to thinking about the little arrow
there. Of course, as an experienced traveller, you may already know the arrow
on the ceiling of a hotel bedroom points to Mecca, so disorientated guests
know in which direction to face when saying their prayers. And, of course, the
muezzin’s call to prayer ensures they all pray at the correct (local) time.
The direction that my thoughts went was, how disciplined our Muslim brethren
are in their prayers compared to me. It’s all too easy to neglect our prayers
and quiet time when:
• Day is suddenly night
and night is day;
• The environment is
different;
• Routines are disrupted;
• There are many
exciting things to do;
• One is just plain
exhausted.
Jesus had a lot to say
about HOW we should
pray and WHEN we should
pray and WHERE we
should pray. I get the impression though, that it never even occurred to Him
that we might sometimes forget to pray altogether. Shame on me (us?).
John Harris

(From John’s favourite South African cartoonist)
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Friendship
Two pairs of well-used leather shoes belonging somehow together, we sit in
the sunlight by the door and go over each other's past.
You are the afterthought of a Roman calf born in the shadows of a goddess's
temple, bred to wisdom and vanity, from life to death you are grown into the
centre of all attention.
Then a king made two shoes from you and gave you to a monk.
Meanwhile, I was a baby Elk in China. The Mongols made a shield of me, the
Persians a parchment in Balkh, and in Bamiyan I acted as a standard all could
see. In Kabul I fell into the hands of a cobbler before a thief with one eye
bought me.
You, from the time you were a pair of shoes, up to this present moment have
remained essentially the same.
The monk and subsequent generations neither wore you nor noticed you much.
You're still remarkably fresh
but I have walked among robbers day after day and night after night and they
dragged me with them to here
where now we sit by this door in the sun and forever have known each other,
since we are two pairs of shoes made from leather.
Reza Mohammadi
(Louise Day found this poem by an Afghani immigrant to the west, where
unawareness of the harsh realities of life in Afghanistan is usual).

Christian World Service
CWS has launched an appeal to assist nearly 3 million
people affected by Cyclone Idai in Malawi, Mozambique
and Zimbabwe. The storm with powerful winds and
intense rain made landfall at Beira, Mozambique on
March 15. Called one of the worst weather-related catastrophes in Africa, it left
large areas underwater, landing on already saturated land and destroying
drought-affected crops shortly before harvest.
As the waters recede, the damage becomes more apparent as does the threat
of water-borne disease. People are in urgent need of food assistance, safe
water to drink and medical care. Local ACT Alliance members (Action by
Churches Together) immediately responded to the need and relief supplies are
being distributed. Members are finalising plans to assist communities to meet
their immediate needs. They will work with them towards restoring livelihoods
and homes.
“We appeal to our partners and all people of goodwill to spare some resources
and whatever you can, to support our fellow brothers and sisters who are now
struggling with life”, says Rev. Alex Benson Maulana, General Secretary of the
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian Blantyre Synod from Malawi.
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Children’s Power Hour & Wiggly Church
Rejoice at Easter Time!!!!
Recently we had a discussion about the meaning of a new
word “REJOICE”. I was impressed by the young primary aged
children who were able to make sense of “REJOICE”.
First they guessed that the “RE “part of the word meant,
COMING BACK AGAIN or DOING IT AGAIN. Second they
guessed that the “JOICE” part of the word sort of sounded like JOY or BEING HAPPY.
Indeed it did mean for us to be happy and celebrate because of something wonderful.
This lead to an example of a recent family celebration with a visiting auntie. Other
examples given were, “My Birthday!”, and “Christmas!”
Following on we examined the wonderment of a dead daisy flower and finding all the
new baby seeds in the centre that were waiting to come to new life. The flower was
coming back to another life. They were then challenged to consider if they could do
that too. All of this lead to us learning how God brought someone dead back to life, a
power that is stronger even than death!
Then we were introduced to the first “REJOICE” stories of EASTER where Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary, mother of James, ran excitedly from Jesus’ empty
tomb to go and tell Jesus’ friends that Jesus was “ALIVE!”
Afterwards, the children felt that they would like to say to Jesus the King, “Thank you
for everything you have given us. Thank you for the love. You are alive”.

A Lenten Treat for us to share
The other Sunday, the Wiggly Church group gave us in Power Hour a wonderful
surprise of a LENTEN TREAT! As part of the traditions of Lent, they had made and
baked a beautiful pretzel for us to eat! Each huge pretzel filled a bread and butter
plate.
The word “pretzel” is a German word meaning “little arms”. The dough
was first rolled out into a long wiggly worm, laid straight, and then the
ends were brought together and crossed over each other. They looked
like two arms crossed in prayer. They were made to take the place of
bread, since milk, eggs and fats were not used during Lent. Traditionally on certain
days in Lent, in Europe, it was the custom to give pretzels to the townspeople who
were poor.
We were reminded that it is the season of Lent, a time of prayer and God’s protection
of us through Jesus.
Term Dates
** Our Power Hour and Wiggly Church Term 1 officially will finish on the last Sunday
of school term, 7 April. However, it is to be confirmed if we shall extend the term to
the next Sunday 14 April, Palm Sunday.
** Easter Day is on 21 April. Easter children’s activity packages will be available
during the 9:30 am church service.
**Term 2 will start on 5 May and finish on 30 June.

Blessings, Susan, Elspeth and Matt
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St Ronan’s Presbyterian Church,
234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 5013
Local Ministry Team
Rev Reg Weeks
027 491 5947
Sandy Lang
562 8753
Simon Shaw
562 8772
Colin Dalziel
562 7238
Michelle Bolger
562 8810
Parish Clerk
Hall Bookings
Church info line

third.age@xtra.co.nz
slang@xtra.co.nz
simonjshaw@xtra.co.nz
colinjdalziel@gmail.com
ferryroaddb@gmail.com

Sandy Lang
Sandy Lang
562 7583

Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the Church letterbox or email to helen.withy@xtra.co.nz or
janheine@xtra.co.nz

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily represent those of St Ronan’s Church.

And the closing date for our next Record is

Sunday 28 April 2019
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