April 2018
1 April Easter Sunday Son Rise on the beach ..................................... 7.00am
Worship with Rev Reg Weeks ............................. 9:30am
8 April Holy Communion with Rev Diane Gilliam-Weeks ......................... 9.30am
15 April Worship with Rev Bruce Hamill ............................................... 9.30am
22 April Worship with Gill Burke ......................................................... 9.30am
29 April Worship with Rev Doug Rogers ............................................. 10.00am
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Power Hour – Sundays 9.30am
Breakfast Prayer - Tuesdays 7.30am
Mainly Music – Thursdays 9.30am
St Ronan’s Pastoral Care
For pastoral care needs, please contact our Pastoral Care Co-ordinators,
Colin Dalziel 562 7238 or Mary Williams 568 3216

What’s in a name?
You may have seen a Facebook Meme recently suggesting that the source of
Easter was actually the goddess Ashtar, a goddess of fertility and sex. Now of
course we all trust fb memes to give us a trustworthy take on any issue, don’t
we? (yeah right!)
Well in this case the meme is False News, wanting to persuade you with
Alternative Facts. If you check for yourself by a spending a little time with Mr
Google, you are likely to find that ‘Easter’ is a word the use of which is largely
limited to those countries where English or German is the primary language.
Other countries tend to use the word ‘Pascha’ based on a Greek word which
means ‘to suffer’. It was used to translate the Hebrew word ‘pasach’ referring
to the annual feast of Passover. It was at this feast that Jesus was crucified.
So why do English and German speaking countries prefer Easter?
Well it turns out that it all began with a well-known English monk, the
Venerable Bede, who lived at the monastery of St Peter and St Paul in the
kingdom of Northumbria during the 8th century. He wrote a book “The
Reckoning of Time” where he says that during the month of Eosturmonap (the
early English name for the Roman month of April) pagan Anglo Saxons had
held a feast in honour of the goddess Eostre but that by his time the tradition
had died out, and been replaced by the Christian Paschal month, as a
celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. (Eostre is sometimes said to be
goddess of the dawn and at other times, of spring).
Folk lore connects her to the bunnies and the eggs, but Adrian Bott, writing in
the Guardian Weekly states that “the colourful myths of Eostre and her hare
companion . . . . are modern fabrications, kludged together in an unresearched
assumption of pagan precedence.” “By asserting Christian appropriation of
pagan customs” he says, “modern paganism could claim both precedence and
wrongful treatment”.
In fact, Bede is the only writer to mention Eostre, and then in a passing
comment, which leads Adrian Bott to believe Bede’s comment regarding the
origin of the name of the month may have been just supposition.
Wikipedia seems more reliable when it comes to Easter eggs, also known as
Paschal eggs. There you will find that although eggs, in general, were a
traditional symbol of fertility and rebirth, in Christianity the eggs symbolize
the empty tomb of Jesus, from which Jesus was resurrected. Apparently the
custom has nothing to do with Eostre but can be traced to early
Christians in Mesopotamia. From there it spread into Russia and Siberia
through the Orthodox Churches, and later into Europe through the Catholic and
Protestant Churches, and now made ever so popular by the power of
supermarkets.
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So, as you bite into your favourite type of chocolate egg have no doubt that its
symbolic origin is definitely Christian, and the only connection between Eostre
and Ashtar and modern Easter (paschal) practices is that they sound the same!
(technically known as ‘homophones’)
Reg Weeks

Careful where you build, and how…
I’ve been away just over three weeks and am a
bit out of touch with Eastbourne and St R’s. So,
no informative Clerk’s corner this month.
As I write, it’s early springtime and I’m
spending a couple of days with old friends close
by the Arno River. This river enabled the trade
that made Pisa rich. But it’s not so smart to
build with massive stones on a peaty riverbank.
Pisa has several leaning towers and a good
many leaning homes. This church tower is
100m from my friends’ home and 50m from the
Arno (behind the trees to the right). Its
inclination is similar to that of its famous
brother – much more and it’d be a pile of
rubble.
Brings to mind Jesus’ building advice – don’t
build on sand (he didn’t mention peat).
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine
and does them will be like a wise man who built
his house on the rock. Matt 7:24. The key here
is not the hearing but the doing. The fatal error of the Pharisees was not what
they believed but what they did. We at St R’s have rather a diversity of belief
but we work together pretty well, and we try to get on with the doing… This is
as it should be. So, let’s be especially careful what and how we build… For no
one can lay a foundation other than the one already laid, Jesus Christ. If
anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay
or straw, his workmanship will be evident…
1 Cor 3.
e: slang@xtra.co.nz t:562 8752 m:021 222 0383 Sandy Lang
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Neom : New Future in Midian
On October 24 2017 the Saudi government announced
its plans for Neom. Neom is formed from two words:
Neos, Greek for “new” and Mostaqbal, Arabic for “future”.
Neom is to be a huge new city to be built on a large area
of north-west Saudi
Arabia, bordering the Gulf of Aqaba and Red Sea and
involving Jordan and Egypt. This is textbook desert land
with rugged mountains. It is the ancient land of Midian,
the home of Moses and Jethro, the land where the
Israelites wandered for forty years, the land where Moses lifted up the bronze
snake to halt the plague of vipers.
The new city will be totally self-supporting, obtaining its power from the wind
and the sun, its fresh water desalinated from the Red Sea, its food from
vertical production facilities. This is to be a city to rival the great metropolises
of the world, a centre for research, learning, manufacturing and development.
There’s quite a bit about it on the internet. Just look up NEOM and it will take
you to a raft of information sites.
Geoff Mann

Community Fridge update…
Since its opening, the Community Fridge has been well-received by the wider
Eastbourne community. Donations of fresh produce are steady, with new items
in the fridge each time I go to check on it – several times a week. These go
pretty quickly (as they should) so you might be forgiven for thinking not much
is happening if you pass by the fridge only occasionally. The late summer/early
autumn has brought a special glut of feijoas and apples…
Meanwhile, tinned and dried goods are being donated sporadically but are also
being taken away quite quickly by community members in need (as they
should).
The Eastbourne Library has recently asked if they can drop off excess seedlings
from the seed-swap events they hold occasionally and these too are gratefully
received.
Finola Rance

Wellington Regional Forum Dinner
Tuesday May 15th, 7-9:30pm
Church of Christ the King, 207 Champion St, Porirua.
Koha entry.
Guest speaker Kim Workman
Topic: Faith, Chrime and Prison. Personal and
Theological Reflections.
See the St Ronan’s website for more information.
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Boomerang Bags launched!
As you read this the Boomerang Bag launch
will have happened. Genevieve has updated
us:
We are at about 550 finished Borrow and
Bring Back bags - an amazing effort from a
small group of incredible women volunteers.
We also have a handful of Bought to Support
bags that will be available for sale at $15 each
from the Deli as well as directly through the
Facebook page. All funds from the sale of
these bags goes directly back into the kitty to cover the cost of screens, ink,
cutting blades, thread, signage and crates.
We are looking forward to launching and taking a break from weekly sewing
bees. We hope the community gets behind the idea of the bags, and borrow,
and BRING BACK! We hope it helps raise awareness and acts as a reminder for
people to bring their own cloth bags. We would love to become obsolete!
Participating retailers: Four Square, Marmalade Deli, Fruit and Vege,
Library, Eastbourne Meat, Ponders, Eastbourne Pharmacy. There will be crates
in the Four Square Foyer, at the Fruit and Vege and between the pharmacy and
butcher. The other retailers will have a small stash in their shops.
Thanks to the Menzshed for making the awesome crates and the Eastbourne
Lions and Tommy’s for some financial support. And of course St Ronan’s for the
hall usage!
Let's make this work and aim towards a plastic bag free village this year!
Genevieve gen@genevievepacker.com;
Mary 027 664 7661 / 562 7554
www.facebook.com/BoomerangBagsEastbourneNZ
Genevieve Packer & Mary Ryan

Meetings for you to attend or contribute to
We agreed to try and have a church chat each term/season – the next church
chat is tentatively scheduled for Sunday April 22 after the service.
With quite an overlap of personnel on the Parish Council and the Local Ministry
Team we have decided to run the meetings alternately, bi-monthly. The PC
meeting covers the general running of the parish, the LMT meetings are more
forward thinking.
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Next Local Ministry Team meeting Thursday 19 April
Next Parish Council meeting Thursday 17 May
If you have something you would like to contribute or table at one of the
meetings, please do email or contact either PC or LMT. If you can’t work out
which meeting it should be, we can do that for you!
Meetings are listed on the St Ronan’s website calendar (scroll down the “What’s
on” page).
Parish council - Rev Reg Weeks, Sandy Lang, Peter Burke, Colin Dalziel, Simon
Shaw, Michelle Bolger
Local Ministry Team - Rev Reg Weeks, Colin Dalziel, Simon Shaw, Sandy Lang,
Michelle Bolger

Strengthening our Church
Some of you will recall that in 2012 we had the
seismic strength of the church assessed. The
structural engineers found that it was strong in the
north-south direction but only 38% of the New
Building Standard (NBS) in the east west direction.
The PCANZ Assembly and the Church Property
Trustees take the safety of congregations and other
users of church properties very seriously. Accordingly, we are required to
strengthen the church to at least 67% of NBS by 2020. We have recently
engaged structural engineers to design the necessary strengthening work.
This is likely to take the form of diagonal steel bracing in two sets of portal
bays. Some securing of the external concrete blockwork behind the cross on
the eastern elevation will also be required. Our aim is to strengthen the church
in a way that is aesthetically pleasing, functional and cost effective.
The strengthening work will also trigger a requirement from Hutt City Council
to upgrade access for disabled persons and fire protection to current building
code requirements.
The engineers will also be asked to assess the seismic strength of the Hall and
Education Block as these are now widely used by St Ronan’s and outside
groups.
Our church is our most valuable property asset, but it is also the least used. A
challenge for the coming year is to consider ways in which we can sensitively
adapt the church to allow a wider range of uses. Your thoughts and
suggestions are welcomed by Parish Council.
Simon Shaw
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CWS : About us…
Hopefully someone in our congregation will be keen
to put their hand up and be the CWS representative
for St Ronan’s. Douglas can talk about what is
involved. In the meantime – the following is a
reminder of what the organisation is all about.
What We Do
• Fund groups tackling poverty and help people build decent livelihoods in
their own communities.
• Respond to humanitarian emergencies.
• Campaign against the causes of global poverty and injustice.
• CWS is the development agency of New Zealand churches.
•
How We Work
• We provide help where needed, regardless of race, religion or region.
• We do not parachute into a community but work through strong longterm partnerships.
• We work in partnership with local groups who are the experts and the
activists.
• We work at the grassroots with vulnerable and marginalised people.
• We trust the wisdom of the local community to know what is needed and
how best to do it.
• We support self-determination and the role of women in development.
• We share their stories and concerns with New Zealanders, so we can look
after each other.

Our approach
Justice underpins and shapes CWS’s understanding of and approach to
development. CWS works with its partners and international networks to meet
the immediate needs of people for food, water, dignity and justice. Together
we strive to give people the support they need to escape poverty, forever.
With networks, skills and resources they have a better chance. We tackle the
causes of poverty at every level as well as its effects.
From the CWS website at http://www.cws.org.nz/about-us
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Rood Screen : We all have only about two minutes to live
Thankfully taking a breath resets the clock. And,
unless you are unfortunate enough to have
breathing problems, it is not a very difficult thing
to do.
That breath can be one of those seriously deep
breaths where you consciously distend your
stomach to pull your diaphragm down and suck in
the maximum amount of oxygen possible - or it
can be one of those shallow “just enough”
breaths. Or anything in between.
If you miss a few breaths, you will soon find yourself gasping and panting for
air. One thing that I know is that after a few of those seriously deep breaths I
feel really good. The consequences of NOT breathing at all however are pretty
dire.
The consequences of not breathing spiritually are not always quite as visible,
but in the end the result is the same. Death.
Like physical breathing, resetting your spiritual clock is not that hard and can
be done across the same spectrum of intensity – from just enough to survive
to a seriously deep inhalation of things spiritual. Here I am suggesting a
session of Bible study, prayer and meditation. No prizes here for guessing
which makes you feel the better!
The Good Book tells us in Matthew 4 v 4 that “Man shall not live on bread
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” That of course a
direct quote from Deuteronomy 8 v 3.
We NEED that spiritual breathing to keep us spiritually alive.
Mary Lathbury sums it up so well in her hymn:
Break Thou the Bread of Life, Dear Lord, to me,
As Thou didst break the loaves Beside the sea;
Beyond the sacred page I seek Thee, Lord;
My spirit pants for Thee, O Living Word.
John Harris
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Phil’s photo : And the band played on…
There’s something special about a brass band. I’ve always loved the sound of
brass and have spent 45 happy years playing in brass bands and travelling
around NZ with my music. A brass band gives pleasure to the listeners and
players alike. And interaction with the public is key…

Hutt City Brass (they play each year at our Community Carols) played recently
outside the Dowse. During the concert the conductor got a child to conduct the
band. As the aspiring conductor’s beat went faster - so the band played faster,
and as it went slower - so the band slowed. When the music stopped there
were smiles all round…! This happy interaction between a child and a band is a
far cry from a photo I once saw in a book written many years ago about the
history of brass in Britain. Then, a stern-faced man held up a sign "Quiet
please - the band is playing".
Today, at Church, we celebrated a
parade. A chap riding a donkey
along a Jerusalem street about 2000
years ago. In the picture on the data
screen, the man was happy, and the
crowd was cheering and waving
palm leaves. We sang "Hosanna,
Loud hosanna". If brass bands had
been around back then, one of them
would’ve been there for sure…!
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How different was this man's final parade a few days later when he was led
through the streets by soldiers and was hit whenever he stumbled. Many in the
watching crowd were in shock, some were crying but others shouted insults
and obscenities because that seemed to be the thing to do. Definitely no brass
band on His final parade, just a tree of shame, on a hill far away, beyond the
city wall. His destiny, our destiny.
This week we celebrate Easter, each in his/her own way. If your celebration is
a triumph over adversity, then the sound of brass, or a hymn, or a church
service may be just the thing for you…?
Phil Benge

A farewell to Nola
We said farewell Nola Rough on Sunday 25 March
as she prepares to move to a residential home in
Taita.
Reg read from the Voices of St Ronan’s and quoted
this interview (with attached photo) with Anne
Manchester for Crosslink in July 1994.
“When Nola Rough … arranges flowers for the
Sunday service, she works closely with God. ‘I get
my inspiration from God’, she explains. ‘Sometimes
he gives me something too difficult to do, but I try
anyway.’ Nola has lived in Eastbourne 40 years and
has been on the St Ronan’s flower roster for over 30.
…Nola aims to communicate with people through her art….’Over the years, I’ve
had a lot of good feedback. Some people who find it difficult to hear in church
tell me they sit and admire the flowers. It gives them something to
contemplate. There are even those who have felt inspired by some of my
arrangements.’”
Nola has been an important part of the life
of St Ronan’s over the years and her huge
contribution is greatly appreciated. We
wish her all the best in her new home and
look forward to keeping in touch.
Michelle Bolger
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Children’s Power Hour
Imagine someone came to your home and asked to
borrow your pet cat or dog. Just for a few days, and
then return it to you. It was to be used for the
making and recording of a story which was going to
be famous and go world-wide. And there was going
to be a popular local hero in the story. What would
you do? Would you lend your dear loved pet? Would
you worry about your pet? Could you trust these
other people to care for your pet? Would your loved
pet come back to you? All in one piece? Happy?
Well, this did happen to a boy who lived on the outskirts of town, a long time
ago, with his pet donkey. The boy did loan his pet and became part of a
famous story. His dear pet donkey was really a colt - not a full-grown donkey
but a younger, almost mature boy donkey. The boy’s father had given him the
responsibility of feeding this colt and training it to be a strong carrier to take
their farm goods to market. Of course, his pet colt was also gentle. The colt
and the boy were good companions and they helped each other. There was no
reason for the colt to be stubborn.
At first the boy only knew that he had loaned his pet donkey to someone called
The Master. Can you imagine the amount of trust that boy must have had to
share his loved colt? Did the boy worry about his pet colt? Later the boy found
out that The Master was Jesus who rode his pet colt into Jerusalem with many
people following him. His colt had been in a peaceful parade. His colt had been
ridden by Jesus! Incredible! Knowing that Jesus was riding his colt made all the
difference. The boy now could put his whole trust in sharing his colt because
people all around believed in the goodness and righteousness of Jesus. Jesus
was a good person to trust. Jesus was bringing God’s goodness to everyone.
On Easter Sunday, 1st April, Children’s Power Hour and our new pre-school
Wiggly Church Time group will join in the service. Then continue as usual for
Sunday 8th April.
We will resume after school holidays starting on Sunday 6th May.
Blessings Susan Connell 568 5747
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St Ronan’s Presbyterian Church,
234 Muritai Road, Eastbourne 5013
Local Ministry Team
Rev. Reg Weeks
Sandy Lang
Simon Shaw
Colin Dalziel
Michelle Bolger
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Parish Clerk
Sandy Lang
Hall Bookings Sandy Lang
Church office (Tues mornings)
Email:
Website

third.age@xtra.co.nz
slang@xtra.co.nz
simonjshaw@xtra.co.nz
colinjdalziel@gmail.com
ferryroaddb@gmail.com

562 7583
office@stronans.org.nz
www.stronans.org.nz

Contributions for the ‘Record’ are most welcome.
Please place them in the Church letterbox or
email to helen.withy@xtra.co.nz or janheine@xtra.co.nz
The views and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors.
They do not necessarily represent those of St Ronan’s Church.
And the closing date for the May 2018 Record is

Sunday 29 April 2018
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