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Why worry about a thing – cause every little thing is going to be all right
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I remember when I was at university being told about one of the ingenious rhetorical techniques of the early Christian fathers. Many of you will know one of the ways that they managed to strengthen the doctrines of the Christian faith is that they would enter into long arguments with the philosophical greats of the day. 

The early Christians fathers always had one over the philosophers because whenever the Christian fathers found themselves on shaky ground they could bring into the conversation an important Christian doctrine, which was that faith completed their argument. This was a phrase coined by Gregory – one of the Great Capadocian Fathers “It is faith that completes our argument.” 

You can imagine this would have really frustrated their opponents because there is no real come back to that is there? You can’t really argue with faith, it doesn’t play by the rules of logic. 

This is we know sometimes used as a cop-out. I recall trying unsuccessful to use this rhetorical technique to try and answer an exam question that I didn’t really understand. I wrote a page or so and then became rather conscious that my reasoning was a little waffly – so I pulled it out. “In the end,” I wrote “it will be faith that completes my argument”. Unfortunately according to my mark in that instance it didn’t.

Faith completes the argument, this can be used as a cop-out. However in all fairness when the early Christian fathers coined this phrase they weren’t using it as a rhetorical technique, they understood what faith was all about, they understood that faith was not only their point of departure but also the goal of all their study and all their arguments. Faith was the goal of Christian life.

To be honest I kind of like it. I like the fact that at the heart of Christian faith is the sometimes illogical and the sometimes irrational. I like it because if all there was to life was the 9-5 job, the mortgage, the token hobbies and interests I would be board out of my brain. Life it seems to me without faith, without faith in something greater than our perceptions is dull and uninteresting.

But as Christians we testify to things unseen. We believe in what we cannot by argument justify. That’s the thing no matter how many proofs people have constructed for God, in the end if we choose to commit our lives to Jesus Christ then we do so through faith.

Through faith – which according to the book of Hebrews in the New Testament is defined as the assurance of things hoped for, and the conviction of things not seen. 

Faith is living with this sense of assurance that our greatest hopes will be filled. Faith is living with the conviction that even though we are yet to see God or Heaven, or Peace on earth – our conviction in these things remain. Faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen. Hebrews chapter 11 verse 1.

This approach to life – this attitude of faith reaches right back into the depths of the Old Testament. It was by faith that people a long time ago believed that the world was prepared by God, by faith Noah warned of things unseen and built an arc, by faith Abraham left the security of his home to travel the promised land, it was by faith that Moses lead the Israelites through the Red Sea.

It was by faith that the great men and women of the Bible, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness. They did all this by faith – and it was by faith that we too received the gospel for ourselves. By faith, not by power nor by might (nor by reason) but by my Spirit says the Lord – by Faith. 

We have heard two wonderful passages of Scripture this morning – Chris read them both to us before. The first was Daniel in the Lion’s den; it would have to be among my favourite Biblical stories. The second is Jesus message to his disciples about not worrying. “Don’t worry” Jesus says “Don’t worry” Both of these passages are completely irrational and illogical and I want to focus on them both briefly this morning.

The 6th chapter of Daniel contains probably the most well known story in the book of Daniel. Daniel and the Lion’s den. It is a story so easily pictured. The thing that has always puzzled me about this story is that Daniel could’ve avoided it. 

We learn in verse 10 of chapter 6 that Daniel new about the conspiracy against him. He new that other officials of the Kings court were jealous of his success and wanted to get rid of him, he knew that they had found out about his practice of praying three times a day, he knew they had persuaded the King to ban prayer for 30 days. 

Daniel knew what was being plotted against him and all he had to do was lay low for a while, hang on for 30 days – for a meagre 30 days - but Daniel refused. He believed that praying three times a day was what God had called him to do. And he believed that God would deliver him if he remained faithful. 

There was nothing logical or rational about his faith. He would have seen many of his fellow countrymen persecuted and killed for their faithfulness. He would have known that Lion’s eat people when they are hungry and worked up into a frenzy.

But Daniel’s faith was greater than his rational.

Daniel – in fact the entire Old Testament urges us to be people of faith, to be people willing to risk what we have, and what we know for sure. 

Chris read to us how in the end Daniel’s faith was vindicated. God did not abandon him and the mouths of the lions were shut, when the King discovered the Daniel had been protected he made a new decree that all people would acknowledge and fear the Living God – in fact the King said this …

“The God of Daniel is the living God,

enduring forever.

His Kingdom shall never be destroyed,

And his dominion has no end.

He delivers and rescues,

He works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth;

For he has saved Daniel

From the power of the lions.”

Daniel reminds us that maybe we trust too much in the things we see, in the order that has been established. Daniel reminds us that life doesn’t have to be bound by rules of logic or reason it is freed by faith. 

Jesus does a similar thing when he says to his disciples forget about your worries. Jesus must have known how easy it is to be overcome by stress and worry. Jesus must have known that the pressures of life can easily mount up. People lived then as they do today under the oppression of worry. 

So what did Jesus do, he simply pointed out the birds of the air and the lilies of the field, and reminded us all of how wonderfully God provides for them. He reminded us all that worrying doesn’t add a single day to our lives, which is something so true, and yet so easily forgotten. 

Why is it easily forgotten? Because it is irrational – when one thing comes on top of another, when you’ve got too many demands placed on you, when you aren’t getting enough sleep, when there is no opportunity for relief – the most logical thing you can do is worry and stress out about it all.

But Jesus says – don’t – don’t worry. And then Jesus gave an incredible promise. He said this –and these words were not just for the people of his day, they were for us – right here today, sitting in this Church. Jesus said first of all set your mind on the Kingdom of God and then all of these things shall be given to you. What things? The things unseen, the things hoped for, these things shall be given unto you.

So don’t worry about a thing cause every little thing is gonna be alright

Don’t worry about a thing cause every little thing is gonna be alright.

