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Introducing the theme 
Today is the AGM service - a time when, in the context of worship, you as the community of St Ronan’s can celebrate your life together as this particular faith community, with links to the wider community of Eastbourne. We are Christians living in Aotearoa New Zealand and so today we are going to be singing a lot of New Zealand hymns as we think of what it means to be the church in this place. We are going to walk our way through a week in the life of the church - hearing about the activities that happen here. Some people from the different activities that go on will be sharing their experience in the year that has been. Day by day we seek to follow Christ. At different parts of the service we will be singing the refrain 'Day by Day'. We have a lot of singing today - a good opportunity to praise God through music which is an important part in the life of our church. 

I have asked some people to bring along a symbol of what it means for them to be a New Zealander - what is special to them. Jo van der Velde, Packers, Donovans & Reids -and I'll ask them to bring their symbols forward now. 

Psalm 'Shells' from 'Aotearoa Psalms' by Joy Cowley - read by Jill Watt 

Day by day - Monday and Tuesday 

It's Monday morning. A quiet day - or is it? John might arrive to go over the accounts. At 10 am on the second Monday of the month a group of people meet to organize Red Cross and community activities. On the 3 rd and 4 th Monday's the Retired Persons association gathers at 10 am . If it's 2pm on the 1 st Monday the buildings echo to a community sing-a-long for older residents of Eastbourne. Then it's Monday night, and the Girl's Group meets with Fiona Shaw. The group has had its ups and downs, and Fiona's commitment is awesome. And appreciated by Sal, the Eastbourne Youth Worker. 

Now it's Tuesday. The office is open in the mornings - at the moment briefly - by Peter. At 10 am the ladies from the embroidery group gather to ply their needles and cotton. Meanwhile another group of women are meeting at someone's home for prayer and support. Being flexible, they are adapting meeting times and places to suit members needs - physical as well as spiritual - so next term will be meeting fortnightly on Wednesdays here at St Ronan's. Come 3pm, the Dance Academy swings into action. Then it's evening, dinner's eaten, dishes are done, and once a month the Floral Art group meets for a creative workshop. Our floral display in the church today is the work of a couple of their members. Twice a month the doorbell rings at the Tallon's as people gather for bible study and fellowship. Ian McFarlane would have like to have shared with you something of the joy of being part of this group, but isn't able to today, so Jane will share with us instead. (Jane Shaw) 

Day by day - Wednesday and Thursday 

Now it's Wednesday morning. At 9am the Feldenkrais exercise group meets for the first time today, led by Beverley Barclay. At 9.30am the Eastbourne Painting Group meets, and today we have some of their art work on display. John Gates and the other artists welcome new members. If it's winter, twice a month finds the Wednesday Luncheon Group meeting. For older members of the community it's a chance to get out in the colder months, have some gentle exercise, warm soup and always an interesting speaker. A time to combat the loneliness and isolation some might feel. This week sees the last meeting for this year. Our thanks to all the soup makers and helpers who've taken the time to organize these gatherings during the cold months, providing warmth for older people in the wider Eastbourne community. 

Now it's 8pm. The fire's lit, the kettle's on and the chocolate biscuits are being eyed by the Shaw's cats! The Group gathers for an evening of faith sharing, study, food and fun. They've also risen to the challenge and helped lead worship this year - and will do it again next week. Chris Jones is one of the chocolate biscuit eaters and will share something of what The Group has meant for him this year. 

Thursday arrives. Nola comes and opens up the buildings for the Mainly Music team. At 9.30am around 30 adults and more than 30 children gather for a morning of movement, music and morning tea! The Eastbourne Painting Group gathers at 10 to the sound of Wendy Manson and the team and laughing children. Wendy leads the team from the front, while Carol coordinates the terrific volunteers who provide morning tea. Michelle Bolger is probably the first face the children see when they arrive as she provides a warm welcome. She is going to share with us highlights from this last year. 

In the evening the Eastbourne Toy Library operates for an hour. While once every two months the parish council gather. Douglas Day has been the convenor for the last couple of years, and is stepping down from today - he is going to share something of the challenges parish council has faced. 

we sing Day by day (sing once) 

Day by day, day by day, O dear Lord three things I pray 

To see thee more clearly, Love thee more dearly 

Follow thee more nearly - day by day. 

Day by day - Friday and Saturday 

Friday and the office is humming. Sandra and Jenifer arrive to help organize the printing of the bulleting, the sorting of large print folders and the overheads for Sunday's service. The Interim Moderator drives over from Wadestown and there is plenty of conversation, coffee and laughter (and usually muttering at the computer!). The Toy library operates and there is the sound of children's voices, playing outside as they exchange the toys they've used. In the afternoon Lois and team may gather to help format the Record, our monthly newsletter. Items for the next one are due today! 

Saturday arrives and preparation for Sunday services continues. Sunday School teachers will be finalizing their lessons. Flowers will be arranged, cleaning done, perhaps the lawns mowed by those who have agreed to do it each month and those leading worship will be finishing off their preparations. This year a number of you have lead worship for us here and our thanks for that. John Harris is going to share something of his experience... 

reflection on Luke 16:1-13 
We don't actually know it the manager was guilty of what he was accused. He certainly seems to have acted in a dishonest way later. But he was simply working within the parameters of a client-patron network. Central to the story are notions of honour and shame. The more influential your patrons were, the more honour you had. The more clients you had the more honour you had. It was how the social and economic world of Jesus' day operated. To provide a service, to respond to a request for help, to look out for someone else's interests within your sphere of influence would bring honour and bind people together as client or patron. To go back on your word, to ignore requests, or to seem as if you couldn't influence events would bring shame. 

But Jesus' story isn't about business ethics. It is about the decisiveness and shrewdness of the manager. He acted - and Jesus wants his followers to act, not to waver, and to be faithful in both little and large things. 

Day by day as people of faith, on a journey with God and each other, we live out that faith. Whether we are meeting as part of the Red Cross group, developing our skill as embroiderers or painters, providing space for mothers/caregivers and children to meet safely and enjoy one another's company. The old catechism asks "what is the chief end of man?" The answer, "To worship God and enjoy him forever." I think we sometimes forget the enjoy bit. 

Jesus story is also about truth and honesty with one another. One of you, in answering the questionnaire put out by parish council, commented that you tiptoe around your differences, and felt that together you needed to be more honest with one another about those differences, but also that you then needed to focus more on the commonality of the faith you share. 

You may think as a church you aren't doing enough. You may look at your children's ministries and youth ministries and wonder what is to be done. Firstly, own these ministries. Every church goes through a life cycle. Being bold, being decisive, may require leaving behind one way of operating and being creative about how live our life together here. You are doing things that speak about loving God and neighbour. You are doing it day by day. Don't stretch yourselves too thin, but don't be too quick to make excuses for not doing something. Ask, "Is what we are doing helping us to enjoy God?" Living in the divine way, in God's way involves risk, in being faithful in a very little, in being committed to serve God in all we do. 

Day by day - Sunday 

Sunday morning arrives. The musicians gather to practice, the stewards 

arrive making sure that the orders of service are ready to go, lights and heaters on. The Sunday School teachers set up their rooms. Those on morning tea set out cups, and put the zip on. Gradually we gather - for one purpose. This isn't a sports match, it's not a concert, it is a service of worship to the One who breathed life into us, who calls us to be faithful day by day in the little things of life as well as the big things. We gather to be fed in our faith. 

At 5pm there is Christian Meditation in the lounge, usually led by Elizabeth. A time for quiet reflection and gathering before the new week starts. Once a month the three churches gather for Taizé worship at 6pm, taking turns to host the gathering. This year 5 th Sunday's have seen us gathering to celebrate our common faith. 

That's it - a week in the life of St Ronan's - day by day, celebrating our faith, living it out. Offering ourselves in many ways. 

