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St Ronan’s – Sermon

Christmas Day 2003

There were once two brothers, aged 8 and 10 years who were very mischievous. Whatever went wrong in their neighbourhood it turned out that they were somehow involved. Their parents were at their wits’ end trying to control them. But, hearing about a priest nearby who worked with some success in reforming delinquent boys, the mother decided she would ask the priest to talk to them. The priest agreed, and said he wanted to see the younger boy first, so the mother sent him along.

 
The priest decided it would be prudent to begin by teaching the boy that God is everywhere and sees all that we do. So, smiling benevolently and trying to sound casual he asked the boy, “Where is God?” The boy said nothing. The priest pondered for a moment and then asked again, “Come on lad, where is God?”
 
Again the boy said nothing. The priest feeling slightly frustrated at the lack of response, leaned forward with his face close to the boy’s face and demanded in a loud voice, “Now listen, I expect an answer, WHERE IS GOD?”  At that the boy panicked and ran out the room. He ran all the way home and finding his older brother dragged him upstairs to their room the younger boy said, “Darren, Darren we’re in BIG trouble this time, God’s missing and they think WE did it!”

Where is God?

The funny thing about all our preparations for Christmas is that in all the hopla it is easy to wake up Christmas morning and feel like you’ve remembered everything but God.

Where is God?

Many of us struggle to hold onto the significance of this time of year when it is bombarded with so many other pressures. But it is not just at Christmas time that this question about the presence of God haunts us. It is a question that has been asked since the beginning of time. This morning I want to simply offer you three places where you will find God. It is not rocket science it is simple gospel stuff.

The first place we can find God is in each other. Right from the very beginning of the Bible – we are told in the story of creation that men and women are made in the image of God. That is the bedrock of the Christian faith. 

We treat other people with respect and love – even people who act terribly towards us – because they possess the image of God. At times this can take a bit of effort, but we make it nonetheless because everybody has value.

Jesus put it in a really clear way – when he told the disciples the parable of the King who said to the people– well done – come and inherit the Kingdom that is awaiting you for I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was homeless and you gave me shelter. And the people said to the King when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, or homeless – and the King said whatever you did for the least of mine – you did for me.

Mother Teresa who put this belief into daily practice said this “We must be capable of seeing Christ in the world. If we cannot radiate his light, then the darkness will only increase.” We must be capable of seeing Christ in the world and in each other. 

A friend told me that he was standing in the supermarket queue this week when the woman at the front of the queue with several children in tow, had her eftpos card declined. She was trying to buy food for Christmas and became flustered with embarrassment. The checkout operator kindly suggested that if she chose out the essentials they could try the card again. But the next woman in the queue quietly slipped her card forward and said, “Please put it on mine. And, have a happy Christmas.”

The second place we can find God is in the special moments of life

There are some wonderful moments in life

I’ve had a few this year

Moments when for good reason the hairs on the back of our necks stand on end

Moments when we feel emotions well up inside us

Where the power of life pulses through our veins

And we realise that there is some power beyond ourselves

If you have a love for nature then you experience that moment when you look up to the hill in the twilight, or when you are standing in the heart of the bush and the silence around you is awesome.

If you have a love for water then you experience that moment when you are riding a wave or coming to the surface after a dive, or carving up the water in a boat. 

If you have a love for people then you experience it when you see love beginning, in the birth of a child in the death of a loved one, even in a simple moment when you share something incredibly funny with a friend. 

Anyone who has a love either for nature or people, music or art or poetry – anyone, which is hopefully everyone, will know exactly what I mean when I say that there are special moments in life. Moments, which remind us that life is wonderfully precious and so much more than the normal humdrum of work or study or daily routines.

Often we forget this – often we forget this and it is really really good to be reminded. 

Christmas day is one of those days when we are reminded – and one of the things that triggers that memory is the story of Jesus birth – a story that we’ve all probably heard dozens of times, but which fills us with a sense of wonder and helps us to realise that there is something more to life than we often see.

God comes bringing peace to a troubled world, hope to those on the point of despair, love to the lonely, and joy where worry lines have set our face into hardness. Today is a day to get in touch with what we love in moment because today is a day when we can touch the sacredness of the moment and let it touch us. Today offers a special God-moment like no other day, that’s the true gift of Christmas.

Finally where do we find God – We find God in his son. In Jesus Christ. You remember when one of the disciples of Jesus, a called Philip said to Jesus – show us the Father, that is all we need.” And Jesus said to him “If you have met me then you have met my Father. Whoever knows the son, knows the Father.”

Where is God - We find him in Jesus – and it is Jesus that grounds our faith – seeing God in Jesus is tangible, it is something we can get our heads and more importantly our hearts around. 

When Jesus came into the world, he loved it so much that he gave his life for it. He wanted to satisfy our hunger for God, our search for God – so what did he do? He became a hungry, naked, little child so that we could satisfy our hunger for God by loving him. 

This is not something, which is imaginary. It is not something out of the ordinary. God comes to us human love so that we can love him with our hearts. 

Where is God? If you are ever asked that question – or if you ever ask it yourself

If you ever wake up in the morning and feel like God is missing from your life

Remember that God can be found in the people around you

He aha te mea nui i tenea ao He tangata He tangata He tangata

The most important thing in this world is people people people

We must be capable of seeing Christ in others.

Where is God? God is found in the special moments like Christmas day when you are surrounded by friends or family or precious memories. Christmas is a day when every single one of us should get in touch with what we love in life, for there we will find God.

Where is God? God can be found most of all in Jesus Christ. For God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that whoever believes in him, shall not perish but have eternal life. And Jesus said this if you search for me with all your heart then you will find me.

