IN CELEBRATION OF ST RONAN

The name of “St Ronan” may be traced to the Eastbourne pioneer period of 1890’s. As pioneers, Mrs and Dr Wallace McKenzie, a retired Wellington eye specialist, came to live in Brown Bay. He bought a large block of land in the area called Okiwi-iti, or Brown Bay, extending from the Post Office promontory to the present Titoki Street. The question of a church site arose and after consultations with Rev James Paterson, Dr Mckenzie donated the present site for a Presbyterian church.

Now Mrs McKenzie was a native of Innerleithen, Pebbles, Scotland. It is a safe deduction that when her husband gave a section of land to the Presbyterian Church, there was also expressed the wish that the church to be erected thereon be named “St Ronan’s” to perpetuate the tradition of the Scottish Border Country in which Mrs McKenzie once lived.

The origin of the name of St Ronan is that of a seventh century monk whose exploits of “Cleikin’ the De’il by the hint leg” and driving him out of Innerleithen, is preserved in the town’s “cleikum” ceremony and  carried out by the Innerleithen school children. The ceremony incorporates the tradition arising from the deeds of St Ronan, a vigorous and enlightened saintly monk, whose work in the name of Christ is highly honoured in the Scottish Border Country. With a procession of “monks”, there is the designation of the oldest dux boy as St Ronan, the youngest is given a lantern to light the feet of “monks”, pigeons  are released, Minister washes his hands in a bowl of healing water from St Ronan’s Well, dux girl ties ribbons on the monk’s staves, an evening parade with St Ronan leading his monks up the hill to a bonfire near the well, an effigy of the devil is burned and St Ronan declares ‘I cleik the hint leg of the de’il. We can walk into a higher light and live as good people.” Then to the sound of bag pipes everyone goes back to town.  The cleikum ceremony begins and ends the annual summer St Ronan Games. It helps to remind everyone of the need to uphold a sense of goodness by which to live.

Extracts from St Ronan’s Church Anthology

