Who’s in Charge?

Contributed by Rev Sa Si'itia-Asi
for the monthly church publication “The Record” dated May 2009

Sometimes the Holy Spirit closes a door. Sometimes the Holy Spirit opens one. Sometimes the Holy Spirit encourages us to speak out the transforming love of Christ. Sometimes the Holy Spirit cautions us and says, “Be quiet.” Sometimes the door is sealed shut, yet we still try to push our way through or get around it. Other times, the Holy Spirit opens the door for us – wide – yet we’re reluctant to take that step, to walk through the threshold into something new. Sometimes the Holy Spirit intentionally frustrates our intentions, shocks our ego, and hinders us from going where we think we want to go, so that we’re open to the place where we need to go. It seems the Holy Spirit is directing the events, calling the shots, erecting barriers, blocking our way. 

How much do we really control? It is frustrating being out of control, isn’t it?  Or having no control over circumstances.  When people feel caught, out of control, they become fearful and compensate by seeking even more control and become even more controlling. This is God’s world, with a plan and purpose, with meaning. To be born means to be invited into the grand drama of God’s redeeming love for creation and the universe, which started long before we arrived and will continue long after we are all gone. We are part of something big. 
Obviously, there’s so much that we don’t know. But we know enough about God and God’s purposes for the creation in the Risen Christ that we are part of a grand drama of salvation and are called to be players on that stage. But sometimes we like to have our own plays, write our own scripts, and become the shining stars in our own tragic or comic operas. Sometimes we think it’s all about us, but it’s not; it’s about God. This is not to say we that don’t matter, because we do. “You are the apple of my eye,” God says through the psalmist (Psalm17:8). It can’t be any clearer than that. But what, then, are we to make of all this? Sometimes in order for God to open doors in our lives other doors need to shut so that God can get our attention, wake us up to reality, to get us out of ourselves, to shock the ego. 

How might the Spirit be working in all of our lives, and how might the Spirit be moving in and through the church of Jesus Christ? We need to be pliable, flexible, and open to change, free to move, unencumbered, open to reform and reforming, open to what the Spirit of Christ is doing through us. This is the mark of a healthy and vital church, a church whose reason for being is not selfishly serving itself with its own vision and agenda of self-preservation, but instead sharing in the presence of the Risen Christ, living into Christ’s vision for us.

It’s remarkable what can happen in life when we are truly open to the voice of the Spirit and the visions God has for us, when our defences are down and our fears checked, and by God’s grace, we can truly be open and present to God.

In some ways it all comes down to being open. Maybe because that’s who God is, not self-contained within Himself, but reaching out to the Son and the Spirit, and through the Spirit opening out to the world, forever extending outward. It should come as no surprise that’s what God’s good news does – it opens us up, opens up the human heart to God. God’s love takes our hearts, so often turned in upon ourselves, and evokes from within us something new, opens us up for what the heart really longs for and was created for, which is life lived with God. 
When the good news is received and we fathom the depths of God’s liberating love we find that we are more open, less tight, less closed, more open to people and more open to the world with wonder and awe, more open in generous ways and more giving. If this means we have to give up some freewill or control over our lives to get there, then so be it. It’s worth it. The good news is that God will do whatever it takes, closing some doors, opening others, to get us to the place we need to be, to do what needs to be done.
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