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I wasn't quite sure how to put together my sermon for this morning. I was conscious that the news of our departure was enough to think about. In four years I have planted some fairly deep roots in this church and in this community. It is not easy to think about leaving. 

But we are hugely excited about what is before us.

The scholarship that I was awarded when I graduated was not to study at any particular university. It was an amount of money that they hoped would enable you to pursue study overseas and gain both academic and life experience. Lucy is also going to be studying so we will be enjoying the life of the poverty stricken students. 

We thought that Nepal would be perfect preparation for this. We feel like we are in a position to offer some thing over there. In some respects we are also a little curious to see whether this is the sort of work God is calling us to. So, as nervous as we are about spending 4 or 5 months in Nepal - as nervous as our families are about it, we've made the decision to go. We believe this is the will of God for us - and we are excited.

But it is really hard to think about leaving here.

There is a pretty wonderful story in the gospels this morning. It has been helpful to me this last week and I believe it has an encouraging and an inspiring message to offer to us all as we face the future whatever it holds.

In John chapter 2 we have the story of when Jesus turns the water into wine at a wedding at Cana at the beginning of his ministry.

There are three things that I would want to mention about this story:

1) The symbolism 
2) The extraordinary nature of the provision
3) The promise it gave us

1) The symbolism
I think we are all aware that John's gospel is different from the other gospels. John was written with the assumption that people already knew the facts about Jesus' life. John wanted to tell his readers not what happened in Jesus life but what his life meant...what the core message was really all about. And so to read John is to enter a world where the words and verses have at least two or three levels of meaning.
This depth of meaning is found in the story at Cana. 

This was the first miracle Jesus began his ministry with. He begins in a humble forgettable town - it took scholars 1800 years before they could figure out where exactly Cana was. Like his birthplace, Jesus is where you would not expect him. 

It says that Jesus performed this miracle 3 days later- meaning 3 days after his baptism - If you like, Jesus went down into the depths of the water - three days later he was at a wedding celebration. This is clearly a sign of the 3 days between his death and resurrection

Then there are the water pots that Jesus used to make the wine. These water pots were normally used for purification to make people clean. His wine - his life - his cup would make people clean once and for all so that purification rituals were no longer necessary. 

This is a passage rich in meaning. Why? Because Jesus promises us meaning for our lives. Meaning in the midst change. If we trust in him then our lives are caught up in the miracle of transformation that he has in store for individuals and for the world.

2) The extraordinary nature of the story
The miracle of turning water into wine is the first of 9 miracles of Jesus that John records in his gospel - not as many as the other gospels. The extraordinary nature of Jesus' work is a theme that runs throughout John's gospel.

For example when Jesus heals a royal official's son in chapter 4, Jesus doesn't even have to walk to Capernaum to lay hands on him, he heals long distance. 

In chapter 5, Jesus enables a man to walk who had been lame for 38 years!
Jesus gives sight to a blind man, who was blind from birth. 

Or what about Lazarus, dead for four days, one day more than when a man's spirit was believed to have left his corpse according to popular Jewish belief.

John remembers that the miracles of Jesus were extraordinary in nature and they testify to the extraordinary nature of Jesus Christ. The story of Jesus turning water into wine is no exception. 

The wedding at Cana would've have been one of these three day events, weddings in those days or in that part of the world didn't last for a couple of hours, they lasted for days. At this wedding the wine ran out. Jesus mother suggested that he should lend a hand. Reluctantly it would seem he agrees. 

And he performed what must go down in history as the greatest party trick of all time. He turned water into wine. The wonderful thing about this story is that he didn't just provide a couple of bottles for the bride and groom, he didn't just provide some for his friends, he went all out and produced more than enough for everyone.

It says Jesus transformed 6 jars each containing about 20 to 30 gallons of water into wine. This is about 150 gallons - 675 litres. Which if we think about it in today's terms would've been 325 casks, or 900 bottles, or 5400 glasses. And we are told it wasn't just any wine - it wasn't cask wine or a cheap $10 bottle - it was the best wine they had had so far. 

They've discovered from archaeological evidence and on the basis of a passage in John 4 that it was likely that this village was administered by a royal representative. It would've been a very wealthy little village who could afford good wine, but Jesus wine was the best. 

I did a bit of calculating and found that, say for example we were talking about a Church Road Reserve Chardonnay, the total cost would have been $27,000. Or what about a Stony Ridge Cabernet 2000 from Waiheke Island at $125 a bottle - now we are talking $112,000.

I remember hearing it called the atrocious mathematics of the gospel - people were starving yet Jesus did this. It is the Atrocious Mathematics of the Gospel.

Atrocious that a shepherd would leave his flock of ninety-nine to search for one.
Atrocious that a woman would use a pint of exotic perfume and pour it on Jesus feet when a table spoon would've done the same.
Atrocious that a farmer of a vineyard would pay those who began at sunrise, the same as those who began at 5pm.
Atrocious that Jesus would call fishermen, tax collectors and prostitutes to be his closest disciples.

Atrocious and absolutely wonderful.
We don't always understand the way of Jesus Christ or God's plan. But we can know that Jesus Christ is an incredible provider.
He doesn't just provide us with what we need. He goes overboard. He fills the cup to overflowing.

This has certainly been my experience since I have been here at St Ronan's. 

This is a promise we can all hold onto this year

3) The gospel gives us all this wonderful promise
Jesus shows us that God's love is not about meeting needs or giving just enough. Psalm 23 says it - my cup overflows. Jesus provides the way to a God who can and will bless us abundantly. 

If we have run out of joy
If we running on empty
If we run out of hope 
If we feel spiritually bankrupt
If significant change is on the horizon

We can look to and trust the transforming power of Jesus Christ.

Isaiah prophesied, "Everyone that thirsts, come to the waters, and you that have no money; come buy and eat; yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why spend money for what is not bread and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance. Incline your ear, and come to Me: Hear, and your soul shall live..."

Jesus echoed this when he spoke to the Samaritan women at the well. He said "Drink this water and you will be thirsty again, but drink of the water that I will give you and you will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give you will become a spring of water gushing up to eternal life." "If you thirst for righteousness - you will be filled" That is a promise that remains with us wherever life takes us.

I leave St Ronan's conscious of the fact that even though this Church is heading in a really good direction there are lots of dreams I have and plans incomplete. This week I was reminded of that passage in Philippians chapter 1 verse 6 "He who began a good work in you, will be faithful to complete it." 

That is the promise we have that Jesus will complete what he began in all of us, because he is the one in whom we find concentrated hope, a subtle hint of peace, a crisp bouquet of goodness and a clarity truth - so quenching that we will never thirst again.

I can't say enough about how much I have gained from being a part of this community. It is funny to think that I was 24 when I came, with the long blond hair and ears that must have been shining bright green. I agree with that retired minister - your first ministry defines you and I have found that my love of God and people and life has grown.

