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Let us pray: Speak to us O God that your word may come alive for us, in Jesus name. Amen 

The theme of this morning's service is meeting the holy in the everyday.
So far this morning we have each taken an ordinary piece of wood or stone, or shell and scattered them around the cross - ordinary things which become symbols of our worship.

Soon we are to take part in Holy Communion. We will take and eat the bread and drink the wine - things of ordinary life which we see everyday - but which become for us sacred and holy symbols of our devotion to Jesus Christ.

My message this morning is that our whole understanding about what is Holy has to change. We need to take a message to people out there that the Church is not a place for Holy people, but that Jesus is seen best of all in the ordinary places.

I believe holiness is more misunderstood today than ever before. We live in a secular society and a secular world and there is so much confusion out there about what it means to be a Christian. 

I came across this story recently about the Episcopal Pastor who was having a cup of coffee in the cafe across the street from the church. He was reading his paper when the fellow next to him noticed his clerical garb and asked what church he was with.

He pointed across the street to the Episcopal Church and the fellow said, "Why that's the church I go to myself" At this the pastor perked up and said "That's strange. I've been preaching their for five years and I don't believe I've ever seen you." The man responded, "Come on now, preacher I didn't say I was a fanatic."

That's the thing isn't it? These days those who frequent Churches today more regularly than once every five years are in danger of being written off as "religious" or as "fanatics" or even as "hypocrites"

I also get the impression that there are a number of other people out there who don't come to Church because they feel like they would be hypocritical. They don't realise how at home they would be. We fail to live up to what we believe - we are justified by grace and nothing more.

There is a lot of confusion out there about what it means to be a Christian and I think it all centres around people failing to understand what holiness means. 

Holiness in the Old Testament was understood as an inherent condition or as achieved through a ritual. It was defined on the one hand as that which is consistent with God's character, and on the other as that which is threatened by impurity.

It appears over 850 times in the Old Testament

You have Divine Beings or Angels set apart by God 
You have the Priests set apart 
The Israelites set apart as a nation 
Offering set apart to give to God
Places - the great temple, the holy city
Times - the Sabbath, the festivals
And so forth

Holiness was understood as fundamentally removed from everyday experience. It was separated, distinct. This tradition continues today holy places are still set apart, like Churches and Temples. Holy people live apart - like hermits and monks - don't they?

Isaiah's vision this morning of holiness - is out of this world. It is a vision that we struggle to understand let alone relate to. He describes a throne with angels and seraphims. We may be able to picture it but it is divorced from the everyday of our experience.

For thousands of years people accepted that this was pretty much the way of God - and this was the way of holiness. The people of Israel were called to "Be Holy, like the Lord your God is Holy." - 

They understood this to mean that certain food needed to be set apart as unholy, certain people such as the sick needed to be set apart as unholy. It also meant that they must be set apart themselves - intermarriage with other cultures was a big no no.

This was the way it was - few people could claim to really personally know God - because God was Holy - God was wholly other, set apart removed from everything that was normal and ordinary.

Until a man from Nazareth came and began to speak about God in the most unholy way imaginable. In the end he was crucified for being a Blasphemer. He was put to death because he questioned the core of the Jewish faith - he reframed the holiness of God.

Jesus didn't speak very much about holiness - you will recall he describes the name of God as Holy - Our Father in heaven - he taught his disciples to pray - holy be your name. Otherwise he only mentions it four other times.

In the New Testament the word is still used to mark people, such as Jesus, John the Baptist, the prophets and the angels who fulfill a special role in God's service. We are also told that the followers of Jesus share in God's holiness.
But there is a distinct change in the whole concept of what is Holy. For Jesus nothing was sacred. He rewrote the 10 commandments, proclaiming when it came down to it there were only two absolutes - love the Lord you God with all your heart and soul and mind and love your neighbour as yourself. Do these two things and all the law is fulfilled

He ate and hung out with hardened criminals, tax collectors, thieves and prostitutes. He refused to condemn people. He performed miracles on the Sabbath, he allowed his disciples to gather food on the Sabbath. There was nothing unclean for Jesus, no food, or person.

In a way to be a follower of Christ was to live in a confused world. It was much easier when things had their proper place, when being holy was all about not getting your hands dirty - now Jesus turned that all upside down - getting your hands dirty is what holiness is all about.

Jesus Christ was a man with a message of salvation that would make sense and mean something in the ordinary and everyday.

The lilies of the field, the birds of the air, the vineyards, the son that rejected his parents and then returned - images that we can relate to.

The Old Testament was all about holiness. Jesus message was about the everyday. 

The gospel reading this morning is an example of the power of Jesus Christ to transform the ordinary into the holy.

In the gospel reading we hear about an ordinary day in Galilee. Jesus had been teaching by the lake side and as usual a large crowd had gathered. In fact that crowd had got so big that Jesus hopped aboard a boat and rowed a little way from the shore.

It is, I suspect, a scene that we can all picture in our minds. The crowd had gathered right up to the edge of the water, some of them had even removed their sandals and waded in so they could get a better view. The children probably splashed around and played.

And Jesus stood on the boat and in a clear loud voice spoke to them about the mysteries of God that were to be seen in the everyday - he finished by demonstrating what he had been saying.

He turned to Simon Peter and the other guys in the boat and told them to row out deeper and throw their nets overboard and catch some fish. Simon was a little frustrated with that request because they had been fishing all night and hadn't caught anything.

But he did as he was told. He had probably spent two or three hours untangling the nets from the previous night, but out they went again and they reached down deep and they ended up pulling up so much fish they almost sunk two boats.

God was to be found in the most unlikely of places. In doing things we do everyday.

Jesus was able to show to everyone that the divine lies just beneath the surface of the ordinary, when we are sitting at work carrying out our normally daily duties, or making dinner, or reading the paper.

It is in the normal day to day experience of our lives that we see Jesus as a wonderful provider, as the one who calls us into the deep places of life - the places of deep hurt, deep grief, deep pain and shows us things we never thought we would see. 

Christians are people who witness to the grace of Jesus Christ. They are not holy people, in fact they are people who are aware of their unholiness, and through the grace of Jesus Christ trade their clothes of shame, for clothes of righteousness.

We have a new message. Once the religious used to allow only certain people to take part and not others. This has changed - today we struggle to live the essence of the gospel. Jesus did not exclude anyone, not even the one who would betray him.

We need to take a new message of holiness to people and show them how God can be found in the ordinary and everyday.

So as you come to communion this morning, if you are feeling like you are unholy today then you are not alone. In fact you are in good company. No one here feels like they have earned communion this week? No one here feels they have done enough to justify the death of our Lord Jesus Christ?

We are in good company, we are a church of sinners and hypocrites.
We belong to a tradition of people who failed to measure up.
And that is what it is all about.

After the miracle Jesus performed on the sea, Peter said to Jesus "go away from me I am a sinner". Jesus replied "Peter I will make you fisher of people".
Isaiah, when he saw his vision of holiness felt totally and utterly unworthy. In fact he needed burning coal on his lips before he accepted that he was clean. 

Jesus made it possible for ordinary people to believe and trust in God in their everyday lives. This is what he did on the cross.

We are justified by grace and that means everything.
It means we can approach the table of communion.
It means that we can continue on struggling to put into practice what we believe.
It means that we have a message that we need to take and live among others in our community.

Jesus Christ didn't come to save the righteous but the sinner
And thank goodness for that!

