Sunday 25th July 2004   St Ronan’s, Eastbourne
E to matou Matua i te rangi

Hosea 1:2-10, Luke 11:1-13

Two stories about the Lord’s Prayer

September 1991.  Iona Abbey, Isle of Iona Scotland. 

 9am morning prayer during the week occurred everyday.

     People staying at the Abbey, visitors on the island,

          people staying at the Mac, MacLeod, Centre.  

The volunteers, the guests, friends and strangers.

Julian leading worship and saying, “we will now pray the Lord’s Prayer
  and I invite you to do so in your own language.”

Me, starting in Maori and moving into English

             ‘cos I couldn’t remember it all off by heart – sorry Naomi. 

 Aware of Jo beside me praying liltingly in Welsh, of others from the Orthodox church visiting that week, praying in Greek.  

And other languages I couldn’t quite make out.

A sense of awe that Jesus’ prayer was known by so many 

         in so many other tongues.

A vision of it being spoken around the world,

             in languages other than my own.

Wondering what it meant for each person as they prayed it?

It was September 11th, 2002, 12 months since the terrorist attacks
       in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania.

At Bay Ridge United Church,  Brooklyn (NYC) we gathered that evening
 to remember.  To offer space for people to reflect on this particular day.  
To allow a safe place, if it was needed, for the grief to rise up and overflow.

The prayer began  “Our Father in heaven holy be your name….”

In English first, then Norwegian, Hindi, Arabic, Hebrew, Maori,

              French, Italian, German, Spanish and sign language.

Line by line in English and repeated line by line in 10 other languages.   

Spoken by members of that faith community –  

  born in the US of Dutch, Norwegian, Irish, Jewish and British ancestry. 

Born in India, Bethlehem in Palestine and Aotearoa New Zealand.

We spoke this ancient prayer line by line and in ourselves 

         felt a bursting of the Holy Spirit, a powerful silence in the place.

 As the words were spoken.

                Line by line.

How do you pray this ancient prayer?  Do you rush it?

 Do you savour the words and think about their meaning as you pray it?

Father in heaven, hallowed by your name 

              E to matou Matua i te rangi, kia tapu tou ignoa
Adoration, praise, this is who we address our words to, this is who we ground our prayer in.  You are holy the holy one God, and I want to talk with you.
Your kingdom come /  Kia tae mai tou rangatiratanga, 

Hope for God’s kingdom to come on this earth, 
          for God’s way of being to be present in the world now.

What are we going to do about it?  Are we simply going to say
           these words by rote and sit on our hands and do nothing?

What will I to help bring the kingdom of god on earth, God’s will.

And what do we mean by God’s will and God’s kingdom. 

Now the nitty gritty.  Three statements about having three basic things in life

Give us each day our daily bread
   Homai kia matou aianei he taro ma matou mo tenei ra

Daily bread.  Rice, bread, the basics to survive, to eat, food on the table and not go hungry.  Do we really know what that means?   
Give us bread for tomorrow some ancient manuscripts translate it.  
      How can you get bread without money?  

Do the kids stay at home from school because Mum has spent the last of the benefit or the last of her pay and dad’s pay on the power bill, the gas metre?    

            They work, but the income is still low.

Or do you send the kids to school with no lunch so they will get their education, only to have the school nurse ringing and say she is sending 
    Isaiah and Adrian home because they have no lunch 
and really you mustn’t send them to school without lunch again.  
The shame you are made to feel.  

Forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
  Murua o matou hara, me matou hoki e muru nei

    i o te hunga e hara ana ki a matou.

Reconciliation, restorative justice. people restored to their communities,
           and communities restored – by forgiveness.

What a loaded statement – forgive me as I forgive Jack down the road 
   for the time he had his stereo up full bore at 3am!  

Who do I need to forgive for this part of the prayer to be true?

Jesus doesn’t say “Forgive us as we forgive – except for ……”

We want forgiveness God, but we need your help to forgive others.

What does it mean forgive us as we forgive others?

What does it mean to forgive everyone indebted to us?

And do not bring us to the time of trial/temptation.

  Aua hoki matou e kawea kia whakawaia; 

             engari whakaorangia matou i te kino.

Protect us – protection for me, my family , our community,
   our country the world - creation. 
Protect us from ourselves, teach us how to live 
  without harming the environment, our neighbour, our enemy.  

Don’t let us be tempted by instant solutions, quick fixes,
That don’t tackle the root causes of dis-ease in our world.

If these three things are achieved – daily food, forgiveness and restoration, protection from harm – God’s kingdom will have come.  
Maybe we can see moments in our lives where this does happen.
  More importantly, what role do we have to play 
to help God’s kingdom come in this way. 
If our faith is to be more than a head faith and involve the heart as well. 
Will we do faith and works together, our works flowing out of our faith,
        our listening to God? 
Or will we be unbalanced, focusing on one and not the other

Teach us how to pray the disciple asked – and Jesus did.

Jesus’ prayer is an example of how to pray, of what to pray about.

So how do you pray?   

Adoration, an expression of loving God, 
                  in response to the love we feel from God.  
Loving not for a reason but simply because you love.

“Love me for a reason, let the reason be love” the Osmands sang in the 70’s. 
Confession – offer to God the things you have done or said or even thought  

   that denigrated or harmed yourself or someone else.

Sorry, God, I stuffed up.   Forgive me.
Thanksgiving – offering thanks for all the things that happened in your day.  Even the disappointments and failures cos they have something to teach us,    

               and we often grow most through these times. 

Supplication – funny word. Intercession we call it.
     A creative partnership with God.  

As the junior partner if you like, we recognise need; God, the senior partner,  

        is aware of the need and helps us to grow in meeting those needs.  

Our involvement is important – it produces growth in us. 

 When we identify the needs and intercede with God about them, 

we recognize that our lives and the life of the world are held in God’s hands.  

We hand over our wants and desires to God,

              instead of demanding God come over to our side.

  “Your will be done”,  Jesus said in Gethsemane 
 God is not some old guy with a long beard sitting up among the stars.  

          God is here among us, walking with us.  
When I meditate on the reading from Hosea,

   And think about an angry God that wanted nothing more to do
          with this unclean and ungrateful people, I am reminded
 that our prayers flow from our intimate relationship with
       the Holy One in heaven, who came to earth, 
 and that this relationship with God, whom  we offer our prayers to,

        is possible because of God’s reaching out to us first. 

And that at the end of the reading from Hosea there is the promise of 
        hope for the future, for God’s love never fails.
May our prayers reflect that active hope and love. 

